Visitation: Levels of Supervision

Supervised Visits
Supervised visits require thatavisit supervisor be presentatall times with the child. The supervisor

must maintain the child both within hearingand sight. The supervisor has the authority to give direction
to the parentand, if not followed, to terminate the visit. Supervised visits should be usedinthe
following circumstances:

e Thereisa safetythreatthatis active and present duringvisits that can be controlled only with avisit
supervisor

e Thereisreasonfor concernthat parents may abductthe child

e Thereisa concernthat the parent may attemptto influence the child’s disclosures during visits,
especiallyif thereisacriminal ordependencytrial pending

Evensupervisedvisits can have some reductioninthe restrictiveness of the visit to make ita more
comfortable forthe parentsand children. Forexample, the visit supervisor may be someone known to
the child and/or parent (such as a family friend orrelative) orthe visit may be inthe family home ora
community setting. We should always strive to make the visit as comfortable as possible for the
children whilekeeping them safe.

Monitored Visits
Monitored visits occurwhenthe visitlocation is setand the visit monitoris able to check in on the visit
periodically to ensure thatthe visitis goingwell. Monitored visits are used when there continueto be

safety concerns, but the safety concerns are controlled by the environment and by the periodic

observation of the visitation monitor. Given these restrictions, there is noimmediate dangerto the
child.

Again, visit monitors can be family friends or relatives and visits can occur in a family home, the home of
a relative, orina community setting.



Visitation: Levels of Supervision

Unsupervised and Overnight Visits

Unsupervised visits occur when safety threats have been mitigated and there is progress toward
reunification. Parents can care for the children for short periods of time withoutabusing or neglecting
the child. Ifthere are concernsabouta parent’srisk forrelapse in substance abuse or mental health,
these concerns can be checked by having the parent checkin with a responsible adult before and after

the visit.

Overnightvisits should be authorized after parents have made significant progress and reunificationis

expectedsoon.

When parents are leftalone with their children, itis expected that they can meetthe challenges of
parenting without abusing or neglecting the child and, typically, reunificationis the plan. The length of
the visitdepends on the parents’ capacities to parenttheir children with asafety planin place.
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