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Some text borrowed from: http://iacuc.ufl.edu/Policy%20for%20Decapitation%20of%20Rodents.pdf. 
 

 Important:  

DO NOT perform this procedure unless properly trained and authorized.  

DO NOT perform this procedure unless approved as part of an IACUC protocol.  

DO NOT depress the guillotine lever unless the rodent’s head is fully engaged in the guillotine .  

DO NOT depress the guillotine lever unless the rodent’s head is immobile .  

DO NOT depress the guillotine lever unless your finger s are out the way.   

DO NOT depress the guillotine lever unless you are confident that the rodent’s head will be removed in one clean stroke.  

DO NOT allow any distractions in the room during this procedure. 

 
 
Decapitation Procedure:  
1) Procedure should be performed in a room that is isolated from all other rodents.  
 
2) The guillotine will be placed upon a clean and stable benchtop or other stable surface, and the sharpness and smooth 
operation of the guillotine will be verified before introducing any rodent.  
 
3) The rodent will be removed from its home cage, or experimental environment, and carried to the guillotine. The researcher 
will make every effort to adjust the transport of the rodent until it appears calm (note that the affective state of the animal may 
be determined by the experimental conditions). Although not required, use of de-capi-cones is suggested.  
 
4) The researcher will hold the rodent securely, and place the rodent on the stage at the entrance to the guillotine, then gently 
and assertively move the head forward until the neck is directly above and below the upper and lower blades. 
 
5) When the head is in position, pause momentarily and verify the head is completely through the opening of the guillotine, 
and that your hand and fingers are clear of the blade path .  
 
6) Smoothly, quickly, and assertively depress the guillotine lever, decapitating the rodent.  
 
Comments: Sometimes – depending on the method of restraint, rodents will put their arms/paws through the opening with the 
head – this does not matter. It is better to minimize stress to the animal-- just proceed with the decapitation, don’t spend any 
time trying to get the paws out. 
 
Another comment: Some people who have performed this procedure before recommend gently swinging or swaying the animal 
to disorient it prior to decapitation. I do not recommend this. 
 
 
Care of the Guillotine:  
1) After each decapitation, rinse and/or wipe down the guillotine and surrounding area to remove all blood and tissues.  
 
2) At the end of each day of use, thoroughly wash the guillotine with detergent and water, and dry it. After drying, oil the moving 
parts with light machine oil (e.g. 3-in-1 oil), and run the blade up and down several times to spread the oil.  
 
3) Sharpen or replace blades whenever they are dull. Contact either the vendor of the guillotine for specific instructions, or 
Scientific instruments here on campus will perform this.  

 

Contact Scientific Instruments’ Machine Shop at UW:  
(206) 616-8905 or  
mshop@u.washington.edu 
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