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Placing David in the Bubble  

David Vetter (1972-1984), who was known to the world as "the bubble boy," lived all but a few days of his 
short life in an isolator, untouched by human hands. As a case study in children and human                    
experimentation, his story offers a unique opportunity to examine a number of ethical issues. This lecture 
will describe and analyze how and why David Vetter's parents agreed to place their son in isolation, and it 
will examine in detail the role played by each of the three members of the medical team who cared for David. 
Careful attention will be paid to the ethical issues that were raised by this decision.   

For more information, contact bhinfo@u.washington.edu or 206.543.5145. To request disability accommodation contact the Disability        
Services Office at least ten days in advance at: 206.543.6450/V, 206.543.6452/TTY, 206.685.7264 (FAX), or dso@u.washington.edu. 
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