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YAKAMA  POWER

A Enterprise of the Yakama Nation

Tuesday, May 18, 2010



YAKAMA  POWER

A Enterprise of the Yakama Nation

Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Yakama Land Ownership
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Yakama Power
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To Provide affordable and reliable electric energy 
that will enhance the quality of life for its 
customers and provide a stable, safe, and 
competitive work environment for its employees.

Mission Statement
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BPA Standards for Service

1) Be legally formed in accordance with local, state, 
Federal or tribal laws;

2) own a distribution system and be, willing and 
able to take power from BPA within a reasonable 
period of time;

3) have a general utility responsibility within the 
service area;

4) have the financial ability to pay BPA for the 
Federal power it purchases

5) have adequate utility operations and structure; 
and

6) be able to purchase in wholesale amounts.
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Yakama Power and Bonneville Power 
Administration sign a new 20 year power 

sales agreement on December 1, 2008
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YAKAMA POWER T-259
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Operations and
Warehouse

Building

Drawn by:  Tony Monroe an enrolled Yakama member 
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Utility 
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Yakama Power’s 
Apprentice Lineman 
Program
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Building Infrastructure 
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Wapato Irrigation Project

Drop # 3 Powerhouse

Drop # 2 Powerhouse

Power Generation
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Drop 2
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Cultural 
Awareness
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Drop 2 
Opening Ceremony

Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Drop 4 
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Other Potential Low Head 
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Wind Development Land 
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Yakama Power Wind 
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YP Wind 
Demonstration Site

Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Current Options with 
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UW Study  
Emissions factors for biomass relevant to the Yakama energy project 
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Renewable Energy-Woody 
Biomass Power Generation 
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Tapash Sustainable Forest 
Biomass Type Potentially Available 

(BDT/YR)
Practically Available 
(BDT/YR)

Timber Harvest 
Residuals

299,210 179,100

Manufacturing 
Residuals

202,180 81,060

Urban Wood 76,730 50,820

Tributary Urban Wood 686,320 411,790

Agriculture 173,900 87,000

Fuels Treatment 662,400 338,800

Totals 2,100,740 1,148,570
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Timber Sales on the 
Yakama Reservation

•1940’s: 18 mmbf

•1950’s:  560 mmbf

•1960’s:  1,170 mmbf

•1970’s:  1,460 mmbf

•1980’s:  1,070 mmbf

•1990’s:  1,220 mmbf

•2000 – 2006:  1,070 mmbf
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Russian Olive Wildlife Effects
•Aggressive weed – crowds out native 
vegetation

•Provides little value to native wildlife 
species

•Removal is a priority to restore wildlife 
habitat 
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Forest Health 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Sustaining and 
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Yakama Nation Woody 

• Convert Yakama Forest Product’s Oil 
Burning Dry Kiln Boilers to Wood 
Burning Boiler 

• New 20 Megawatt Woody Biomass 
Power Plant in Sunnyside or Satus
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co-gen
plant

urban waste
collection pt.

Data Sources:
Online resources from Landsat, USDA, Yakima County, Western Governors Association
Blackard, J.A., et al., Mapping U.S. forest biomass using nationwide forest inventory data 
and
moderate resolution information. Remote Sensing of Environment, 2008. 112(4): p. 
1658-1677. 
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Equity & Financing 
• New Market Tax Credits-39% 

Investment, get tax incentive, low 
income community receive equity after 
7 years.

• Renewable Energy and Tribal Economic 
Development Bonds 

• Federal, State, and Private Grants
• Volunteer Carbon Credits
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Yakima Resource Boiler
• 1963 Boiler-Can be donated to YP for 

tax incentives
• No power generation capacity
• Would fit nicely with what YFP needs 

for dry kilns
• $6.7 million to move from Yakima to 

White Swan
• YN DNR is applying for grants to assist 

in the capital cost 
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Yakama Forest Products
•Small Sawlog Mill:  35 mmbf/yr (<14.5” dbh)

•Large Sawlog Mill: 80 mmbf/yr capacity

•Employs 350 people – more than 90%+ members/
decent/family

http://www.yakama-forest.com/
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Yakima Resources Boiler
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Back to the Drawing Board
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Yakama Power Biomass 
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UW Bioenergy 
IGERT
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University of Washington 
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& Western
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Developing
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Yakama Nation Goals

• Self Sufficiency 

• Sustainability

• If We Take Care of the Land, Water, & 
Air, It Will Take Care of Us

Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Tuesday, May 18, 2010



Thank You 
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