Surveying Public Opinion

(Regarding Health in the United States)

See below for the percent breakdowns of the 1281 Americans that were polled about health care by CBS/NY Times between February 23rd and February 27th, 2007.  Click here to access the entire report.  

Question H1: 

Which of the following three statements comes closest to expressing your overall view of the healthcare system in the United States? 1) On the whole, the healthcare system works pretty well and only minor changes are necessary to make it work better OR 2) There are some good things in our health care system, but fundamental changes are needed OR 3) Our healthcare system has so much wrong with it that we need to completely rebuild it.

National Survey Results

Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Minor changes                  8      15      5       7   

Fundamental changes           54      64     50      51   

Completely rebuild            36      21     44      40  

DK/NA                          2       0      1       2  
Question H2: 

Thinking about the country as a whole, are you generally satisfied or dissatisfied with the quality of health care in this country? Would you say you are very (satisfied/dissatisfied) or somewhat (satisfied/dissatisfied)? 

National Survey Results 
Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Very satisfied                11      22      5      10 

Somewhat satisfied            27      40     23      21 

Somewhat dissatisfied         29      20     35      31 

Very dissatisfied             28      17     35      30 

DK/NA                          5       1      2       8

Question H3: 

If you had to say, which do you think is a more serious problem right now -- keeping health care costs down for average Americans, OR providing health insurance for Americans who do not have any insurance?

National Survey Results 
Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Keeping costs down            31      45     27      26 

Providing for the uninsured   65      52     70      69 

DK/NA                          4       3      3       5

Question H4: 

How serious a problem is it for the United States that many Americans do not have health insurance – very serious, somewhat serious, not too serious, or not at all serious? 

National Survey Results 
Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Very serious                  70      57     83      67 

Somewhat serious              25      36     16      26 

Not too serious                3       7      0       3 

Not at all serious             1       0      0       2 

DK/NA                          1       0      1       2
Question H5: 

How serious a problem is it for the United States that many American children do not have health insurance -- very serious, somewhat serious, not too serious, or not at all serious?
National Survey Results 
Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Very serious                  78      66     89      75 

Somewhat serious              16      25      9      17 

Not too serious                4       7      1       4 

Not at all serious             1       1      0       1 

DK/NA                          1       1      1       3

Question H6: 

Do you think the federal government should guarantee health insurance for all Americans, or isn't this the responsibility of the federal government?

National Survey Results 
Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Should guarantee              64      41     79      65  

Not responsibility            27      51     13      23 

DK/NA                          9       8      8      12

Question H7: 

Would you be willing or not willing to pay higher taxes so that all Americans have health insurance they can't lose, no matter what? 
National Survey Results 
Total
Rep
   Dem
 Ind
Willing                       60      46     74      58   

Not willing                   34      49     22      35

DK/NA                          6       5      4       7
