Surveying Public Opinion

(Regarding Health in the United States)

DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENTS

The following seven questions were randomly administered to 1281 American citizens between February 23rd and February 27th, 2007.  Please answer each question as truthfully as you can. Once you have answered all seven questions, everyone’s answers will be collected and tabulated.  We will then compare your answers as a class to those of the 1281 Americans that were polled by CBS/New York Times between February 23rd and February 27th, 2007.

Pre-Question:

Before answering the following seven questions, please indicate whether you think of yourself as:

(1) A Democrat____________
(2) A Republican____________
(3) An Independent____________
Question H1: 

Which of the following three statements comes closest to expressing your overall view of the healthcare system in the United States? 

(1) On the whole, the healthcare system works pretty well and only minor changes are necessary to make it work better____________

(2) There are some good things in our health care system, but fundamental changes are needed____________

(3) Our healthcare system has so much wrong with it that we need to completely rebuild it____________

Question H2: 

Thinking about the country as a whole, are you generally satisfied or dissatisfied with the quality of health care in this country? Would you say you are:

(1) Very satisfied____________

(2) Somewhat satisfied____________

(3) Somewhat dissatisfied____________

(4) Very Dissatisfied____________

Question H3: 

If you had to say, which do you think is a more serious problem right now?

(1) Keeping health care costs down for average Americans____________

(2) Providing health insurance for Americans who do not have any insurance____________

Question H4: 

How serious a problem is it for the United States that many Americans do not have health insurance?

(1) Very serious____________
(2) Somewhat serious____________
(3) Not too serious____________
(4) Not at all serious____________
Question H5: 

How serious a problem is it for the United States that many American children do not have health insurance?

(1) Very serious____________
(2) Somewhat serious____________
(3) Not too serious____________
(4) Not at all serious____________
Question H6: 

Do you think the federal government should guarantee health insurance for all Americans, or isn't this the responsibility of the federal government?

(1) The federal government should guarantee health insurance for all Americans____________

(2) This isn't the responsibility of the federal government____________

Question H7: 

Would you be willing or not willing to pay higher taxes so that all Americans have health insurance they can't lose, no matter what? 

(1) Willing____________

(2) Not willing____________
