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COURSE OVERVIEW:

Introduction to Ethics introduces students to theories and practices of individual, communal, and societal obligation in a multicultural context. The course investigates selected moral problems with particular attention to race, class and gender. Moral inquiry in the course incorporates scholarship from sources such as the social sciences, literature, history, philosophy, religion, and other disciplines. Community-based learning and case studies serve as resources for investigating contemporary moral problems and analyzing ethical theories.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:
Reading texts and case studies, lectures, small and large group discussions, formal and informal writing, quizzes, tests, and community-based learning.
Course Evaluation:

Class Participation
100 points



Papers
300 points



Quizzes
200 points



Tests
300 points



Final Exam
100 points








TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
1000 points


You may inquire about your progress at any time in the semester.

Extra Credit Options: 

You may participate in a maximum of 3 extra credit opportunities by attending events related to ethics and writing a 1-page, typed reflection paper on the event.  The paper should discuss what you learned and pose two questions related to the topic of the event.  Each extra credit paper is worth 5 points added to your final grade, i.e., 5 points out of 1000.  If you are aware of any event on or off campus related to ethics, discuss with me in advance the possibility of earning extra credit.  I will announce events of which I am aware.  

Responsibilities:


1.
Readings and Quizzes: 

Regular attendance is expected of all class participants.  Grade reductions will result from missed classes, because quizzes cannot be made up and class participation (quality and quantity of contributions to discussion) is included in course evaluation. 

The success of this course depends largely on the shared process of questioning and dialogue among a community of learners.  Students are expected to enter class prepared to discuss their responses to the texts.  Preparation of readings and review of notes are essential to success in this class. 

There will be 11 quizzes, as noted on the syllabus.  The quizzes are either True/False or 1-page papers. The 20-question (1 point each) True/False quizzes cover the reading for the day and all material (reading and class notes) since the previous True/False quiz.  Students may use notes but not the texts to answer the questions on the quizzes.  The 1-page quizzes are due at the beginning of class.  Quizzes, whether True/False or a 1-page paper, cannot be made up or accepted in the event of an absence, late arrival, or early dismissal. 

2. Papers: 

All papers are due at the beginning of class. Keep a printed copy of your paper. 10 points will be deducted each day for late papers.  Writing assignments that are not typed will not be accepted.  Double space the paper and use 1 inch margins and a 10 or 12 point font.  Cite references to ideas or quotations from books, articles, the Internet, or any other source.  If you have any ques​tions regarding citation, please see me for assistance.

Turning in a complete rough draft and participating in the peer revision process is worth 15 points of the total 150 points for each paper.

You have two options in this class regarding your papers:

A.
Complete two 4-page Community-Based Learning Journals.  Complete 15 hours of community-based learning at a nonprofit organization where you meet marginalized people. Discuss your choice of site with me by Week 3.  Attached to the syllabus is a suggested list of questions for your journal reflections.  I will be happy to read your entries at any point in the semester to make sure you are on track.  Turn in with your final paper your supervisor’s completed evaluation form, which is attached to the syllabus.




1.
Paper #1 rough draft due Week 8, final draft due Week 9.

2. Paper #2 rough draft due Week 14, final draft due Week 15.  Please attach Paper #1 and the evaluation form from the agency. 

- OR -

B. Complete two 4-page text-based papers:




1.
Paper #1 - rough draft due Week 8, Final draft due Week 9.

Read and copy 2 current (published since December 2000) articles from newspapers, journals, or the Internet regarding some aspect of poverty (such as welfare reform, unmarried mothers, crime and poverty, availability of low-skilled work, wages in the area for low-skilled workers, etc.). You can use the web sites in the syllabus as a starting point for finding articles. See me for assistance if you have any difficulty finding these articles. Attach the copies of the 2 articles to your paper.  Compare and contrast the views expressed in the articles with what you have learned from Kozol and Blank.  Whose view do you find most and least persuasive?  Why?

2.
Paper #2 - Rough draft due Week 14, final draft due Week 15.

Examine and analyze 1 or 2 cases from the Frontline Series “Choosing Death” from the perspective of  1 or 2 ethical theories discussed in class. The moral problem to consider is the following: Did the patient and the health professionals caring for the patient make the right decisions (from a moral perspective) regarding the patient’s medical care? Why or why not? What are the strengths and weaknesses of this theory as it applies to the case(s)? Be sure to consider the social as well as personal aspects of the case(s). 

3.
Tests: 

There will be 2 tests. Tests that are missed without prior notification and a legitimate excuse cannot be made up and will receive a grade of zero.  In the event of an emergency, a student may schedule IN ADVANCE a make-up test, which will be an oral exam of 30 minutes.


4. 
Final Exam: 

The final exam will be held in our classroom.  It will be cumulative.  Students must take the final exam in order to pass the course.

5.   Attendance and Quiz Policy: If you cannot attend class or must leave class early, please call the instructor before class as a courtesy. Quizzes count only if a student is in class for the entire period. In order to accommodate student emergencies, each student’s lowest quiz grade will be dropped when calculating final grades for the course.

Your continued registration in the course indicates your acceptance of the terms of the syllabus.  The procedures and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

General Course Objectives:
I. Define and describe ethics and morality as scholarly disciplines.

II. Define, describe and contrast major ethical theories.

III. Identify how proponents of various ethical theories would respond to specific moral problems and identify which moral theories inform various ethical arguments.

IV. Understand ethical issues related to social class, gender, and race.

V. Engage in community service.

VI. Develop skills of careful and disciplined reading, discussion, argumentation, writing, and editing.

GENERAL AND SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES:


I.
Define and describe ethics and morality as scholarly disciplines.



A.
Identify the relationship between the terms

B. Examine the broad scope of ethics and morality.

C. Examine in detail selected moral problems.


II. 
Define, describe, and contrast major ethical theories.



A. 
Utilitarianism



B. 
Deontology



C.
Feminist Ethic of Care



D. 
Virtue Ethics


III. 
Identify how proponents of various ethical theories would respond to specific moral problems and identify which moral theories inform various ethical arguments.




A.
Analyze written and visual case studies



B.
Analyze narrative descriptions of moral problems


IV. 
Understand ethical issues related to social class, gender, and race.



A.
Understand the concept of social location



B.
Examine and analyze one’s own social location



C.
Engage in, and reflect on, community service



D.
Understand the factors contributing to current U.S. poverty


V.
Engage in community service and reflection on it.


VI. 
Develop skills of careful and disciplined reading, discussion, argumentation, writing, and editing.



A.
Write two formal papers



B.
Serve as a peer reviewer for another student’s rough draft



C.
Judiciously incorporate suggested revisions into a final draft



D.
Write several informal pieces



E.
Prepare short papers in preparation for discussion of case studies

Week I
· Introductions, Introduction to Community-Based Learning

· What are morality and ethics?

· Social location

· Individualism and Communitarianism

· The Social Construction of Reality

· Charity and Justice

· In class: Watch interview with Jonathan Kozol

Week II
· The Experience of Central City Poverty: Jonathan Kozol 3-77

· Quiz #1: Complete the Worksheet “Reflection on Society” as a course pre-test. Do not engage in any research, but answer the questions as fully and completely as possible.

· In class: Movie: “True Colors”

Week III

· Kozol 77-138

· Quiz #2: True/False

Week IV

· Kozol 139-200

· Quiz #3: True/False

Week V

· Kozol 201-256

· Read Peggy McIntosh, "White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack"

· Quiz #4: 1 page, typed paper. Using McIntosh’s article as a guide, make a list of 5 significant ways that your own race advantages or disadvantages you in society because of existing social structures. Also answer in your quiz the questions from the study guide (found in the syllabus) on McIntosh

· In class: Review for Test on Jonathan Kozol and Peggy McIntosh

Week VI

· Test on Jonathan Kozol and Peggy McIntosh

· In class: Movie: “Affluenza”

Week VII

· Introduction to Rebecca Blank: Preface to the Paperback Edition, Preface and Acknowledgments, xv-xxiii, 

· Introduction: Blank 1-12

· Who is poor in the US?  Blank 13-22 (top)

· Quiz #5: True/False

Week VIII

· Work and the Poor: Blank 30-32

· Changing Marriage and Fertility Patterns in the U.S.: Blank 39-42

· Crime and Poverty: Blank 47-51

· Quiz #6: True/False

· Rough Draft of Paper #1 Due

· In class: Peer Revision Process

Week IX

· Economic Growth and Jobs: Blank 52-60

· Falling Wages: Blank 60-68

· Geography and Jobs: Blank 72-75

· Final Draft of Paper #1 Due. Be prepared to present your paper for about 5 minutes in a small group.

· Quiz #7: True/False

Week X

· How can (public) government help? Blank 191-200

· How can (private) charity help? Blank 200-207

· Conclusions: Blank 290-293

· In class: Review for Test on Rebecca Blank

· Quiz #8: True/False

WEEK XI 

· Test on Rebecca Blank

· What is Morality? Rachels 1-19

· Cultural Relativism, Rachels 20-36

WEEK XII

· Feminism and the Ethics of Care, Rachels 162-174

· Utilitarianism, Rachels 96-121

· Case Study: “The Ford Pinto”

· Quiz #9: Using the theory of utilitarianism as described by Rachels, write a one page, typed paper analyzing the cost/benefit analysis Ford management used to decide whether to redesign the Pinto and light trucks. 

Week XIII. 

· Deontology, Rachels 122-142
· Quiz #10: True/False 

· In class: Movie:  “Choosing Death”

Week XIV 

· Virtue Ethics, Rachels 175-193

· Case Study: "Physician Deception"

· Quiz #11: True/False

· Rough Draft of Paper #2 Due

· In class: Peer Revision Process

Week XV

· Final Draft of Paper #2 Due. Be prepared to present your paper for about 5 minutes in a small group.

· In class: Review for Final Examination

Week XVI

· Final Examination and Course Post-test

Community-Based Learning Journals:


The journal is a place to record your reflections on what you experience in your community work.  You can allow your community work and other course work to question and test one another.  Perhaps one will help you understand the other better. Perhaps one will illuminate problems in the other. 


Keeping a journal is most helpful if the journal entries are made throughout the service ( your initial observations and questions may differ from the ones with which you end your service.  Unlike a traditional paper, where you might present only your final thoughts after considering the topic, journal reflections record your thinking process.  It’s helpful to reread the journal throughout your experience to see how you, your questions, and your answers have developed.


Type your entries and begin each one with the date. Your entries will probably differ in length.  As in a traditional paper, grammar, spelling, and mechanics are important components.


Address the following sets of ideas in your journal, as well as anything else you deem relevant.  Addressing the third set of ideas (linking the course readings/discussions to your community work) is the most difficult part and is ESSENTIAL for this assignment.

For Paper #1:

I.      About your work: (about a page)

A. Describe what you do. 

B. Note changes in your duties throughout the semester. 

C. Describe your contributions to the agency and the people with whom you work.

D. What problems have you confronted in your work?

E. Describe the marginalization experienced by the people with whom you work. What structures contribute to their suffering? Does anyone benefit from the situation? Who might have the power to change the structures, and how? 

II. About the Agency  (about a page)

A. What did you see, smell, hear, taste, and touch when you arrived?

B. Are there natural or artificial boundaries surrounding the agency?

C. What is the style of housing?

D. In what kind of condition is the agency and the surrounding area?

E. What stores, pharmacies, recreational facilities, schools, or churches are in the area?

F. Who do you see on the streets around the agency?

G. How do people at the agency react to you?

III. About your work in relation to our course: (about 2 pages)

A. What insights do our course readings (cite page numbers and specific points) and discussions provide for your work? Perhaps you’d like to test a theory from the course the next time you go to your site. 

B. How does your work facilitate your understanding of course material? Perhaps a concept in class came alive for you at your work site.

C. What questions do you have that have not been adequately addressed by your reading, discussion, or work site? Good questions are just as important as good answers!

For Paper #2:

ONLY Focus on the Section III,  your work in relation to our course, for the entire 4 pages of your paper.

(Adapted from Mary Anne Gauther, et. Al. “Introduction to the Community through Sensory Information.” Corporation for National Service. Washington, D.C., 1996 and from Kathleen Maas Weigert, Ph.D. and Service Learning: A Guide for College Students. Washington, D.C.: The National Center for Service-Learning, 1980.)

Nebraska Methodist College

COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNING AGREEMENT

STUDENT INFORMATION

Student Name:__________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_________________________________________________________________

Course Name:__________________________________________________________________

Course Instructor: Jennifer Reed-Bouley, Ph.D.                            Phone Number: (402) 354-4919

AGENCY INFORMATION

Community Organization Name:___________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Supervisor’s Name:_____________________________________________________________   Phone Number:_________________________________________________________________

COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNING ASSIGNMENT/DUTIES

Description of Project:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Number of Hours to Be Completed:

Dates and Times of Expected Service:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Agency Supervisor’s Signature and Title

I agree to accept the above-named student and provide supervision of this student.

Student’s Signature

I agree to the terms set forth above and to perform my duties to the best of my ability.

Nebraska Methodist College

COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNING PROJECT REPORT
To the student:  This form is to be completed by your supervisor at the site at which you fulfilled your community service learning requirement.  It is your responsibility to turn it in with your final paper.

To the supervisor:  Thank you for hosting a Nebraska Methodist College student at your organization.  Please call the instructor, Jennifer Reed-Bouley (354-4919), if you would like to discuss any aspect of a student's community service.

Name of Student:





Name of Agency:





Number of Work Hours Provided:





Description of Specific Service Performed:















Please rate the service provided:

1.
How willing was the student to receive directions from your staff?








VERY GOOD
FAIR
POOR


2.
At what level of personal initiative and self-sufficiency did the student provide the service?








VERY GOOD
FAIR
POOR


3.
What attitude did the student convey?








VERY GOOD
FAIR
POOR


4.
 What was the quality of the work provided by the student?








VERY GOOD
FAIR
POOR


5.
Please provide additional comments, feedback, or reactions:














Signature and phone number of the person completing this form:







WEBSITES ON MEDICAL ETHICS


Bioethics.net   www.med.upenn.edu/bioethics/er/er32.html
Contains analysis of ethical issues found in the television series ER
National Bioethics Advisory Commission  www.bioethics.gov
Bioethics for Beginners www. med.upenn.edu/~bioethic/outreach/bioforbegin/index1.html

Bioethics Information Center www.freenet.buffalo.edu/~bioethic/
Physicians for Social Responsibility www. psr.org

WEBSITES ON  SOCIAL INEQUITY

America’s Second Harvest www.secondharvest.org

Bread for the World  www.bread.org
Call to Renewal www.calltorenewal.com/home.html
Catholic Campaign for Human Development www.nccbuscc.org/cchd/index.htm

Catholic Charities USA www.catholiccharitiesusa.org
Catholic Relief Services www.catholicrelief.org
Catholic Worker www.catholicworker.org
Center for Poverty Solutions www.povertysolutions.org

Center of Concern www.igc.org/coc
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities www.cbpp.org
Center on Hunger and Poverty www.tufts.edu/nutrition/centeronhunger/
Children’s Defense Fund www.childrensdefense.org
Church World Service www.churchworldservice.org
Coalition on Human Needs www.chn.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church-Division for Church and Society www.elca.org/dcs
The Food Bank www.discoveromaha.com/community/group/foodbank

Food First www.foodfirst.org
Food Research and Action Center www.frac.org
The Hunger Site www.thehungersite.org
InterAction www.interaction.org
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger www.shamash.org/soc-action/mazon
Mennonite Central Committee www.mcc.org/programs/food.html
NETWORK www.networklobby.org

Oxfam International www.oxfaminternational.org
PovertyNet www.worldbank.org/poverty/
Presbyterian Hunger Program www.pcusa.org/hunger
Results www.resultsusa.org
United Methodist Committee on Relief http://gbgm-umc.org/units/umcor/index.html

World Hunger Year www.worldhungeryear.org

Websites on Service-Learning

Nebraska Methodist College of Nursing and Allied Health  www.methodistcollege.edu
<>Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning      www.umich.edu/~acsl/mjcsl/
<>Nebraska Consortium for Service Learning in Higher Education   www.unl.edu/neslhe/ 
<>Campus Community Partnerships for Health  www.futurehealth.ucsf.edu/ccph.html
<>Massachusetts Campus Compact www.tufts.edu/as/macc/
<>Campus Outreach Opportunities League www.cool2serve.org/
<>National Service Learning Clearinghouse www.nicls.coled.umn.edu/
<>Campus Compact www.compact.org/
<>National Service News www.nationalservice.org/
<>UCLA Service Learning Clearinghouse Project connection could not be established
:<>Multicultural Pavilion http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/multicultural/home.html
<>Cultural Diversity Links www.nebe.gwu.edu/links/langcult/multi.htm
<>UCLA Higher Education Research Institute www.gseis.ucla.edu/heri/heri.html
<>Corporation for National Service www.cns.gov/
<>American Association of Community Colleges Service Learning Site www.aacc.nche.edu/initiatives/service/service.htm 
<>American Association of Higher Education Service-Learning Project  www.aahe.org/service/srv-lrmihtm
<>Invisible College www.invcol.pdx.edu/ic.htm
<>National Service Learning Cooperative Clearinghouse www.nicsl.coled.umn.edu/
<>National Society for Experiential Education canceled
<>Miami-Dade Community College Center for Community Involvement and Civic Literacy www.mdccedu/servicelearning/
<>Latino Culture www.latinoculture.about.com/culture/latinoculture/


Compiled by Jennifer Reed-Bouley

Send me an email at jreed@nmhs.org if you find other sites I could add to the list!

PRIVATE 
READING GUIDE FOR JONATHAN KOZOLtc  \l 1 "READING GUIDE FOR JONATHAN KOZOL"
Kozol 3-24

· What is the social environment of the South Bronx with regard to racial segregation, housing, poverty, employment, and drugs?

· What are some defining characteristics of Mott Haven?

· What is Lawrence Mead’s claim about the cause of poverty?  By what method does Kozol argue against Mead and what is Kozol's argument?

Kozol 27-54

· What is David’s view of divine providence and evil?

· How do the young adults Kozol talks to understand their situation? How do they understand their relationship to whites and nonpoor people?

Kozol 57-77

· Children’s Park needle exchange

· housing situation

· How is Charlayne Washington’s situation paradigmatic of the women in the neighborhood?

· How do the people of the neighborhood understand poverty? Do they see it as a divine or human responsibility?

· What is your understanding of the health care system and health situation status of this area?

Kozol 77-91

· What is the difference between naming the South Bronx a misfortune and an injustice?

· How do the people of Mott Haven refer to Scripture in order to shed light on their situation?

Kozol  95-114

· What is Bernardo Rodriguez’s aunt’s view of evil in light of God’s power and human freedom?

· Attend to Kozol’s discussion of NYC’s cuts in services to the poor and cuts in taxes for the wealthy. To what extent is the city responsible for providing for poor residents? Does Kozol believe NYC is fulfilling its responsibilities?

Kozol 114-138

· How does Kozol define the perfectible ghetto? Does he think the ghetto can be perfected?  Why/why not?

Kozol 141-160

· What is the prison industry and how does Kozol critique it?

· What is the quality of medical care provided in prison?

· Note the racial segregation described in this section.

· How is poverty institutionalized, according to Kozol?

· Stuyvesant School: What is Charles Murray’s argument about human dignity?

Kozol 161-182

· Why does Kozol hesitate to focus on the "exceptional people" in the neighborhood?

· What does Kozol imply about the connections between racism and asthma?

· Attend to the depiction of  medical care in the neighborhood.

Kozol 185-203

· What does St. Vincent mean when he contends that, for the rich, the poor are as frightening as God's justice?

· Rev. Overall refers to racial and class segregation as a sin and as self-deception. What does she mean here?

· Why is Kozol wary of claims regarding neighborhood renewal?

Kozol 203-230 

· What is Anthony's understanding of sin and God's forgiveness?

· Finding meaning through faith: analyze the use of the story of Hagar at the Mother's Day service

· The people sing "Amazing Grace." What is grace? What is the meaning of the book's title?

· Why does Kozol refuse to construct a neat list of solutions as his editor would like?

Kozol 233-249

· What is Kozol's view of the anti-drug and anti-gang rally at St. Mary's Park?

· What is Anthony’s view of heaven?

· What does Mr. Castro mean by the following: "The dirt of doubt and ambiguity is where the ore is hidden"? How is this true in Kozol's text?

· What is Mrs. Washington's view of the miraculous? What do you think about this?

· How do you interpret the book’s ending on page 253-256 with a list of people who died?

READING GUIDE FOR McINTOSH: “INVISIBLE KNAPSACK”

1. What is the author’s social location, and how does it influence her perceptions of gender and racial relations? 

2. What does the author mean when she uses the term “invisible knapsack?” Who does she think carries a beneficial  “invisible knapsack” in the United States?

3. What is the difference between calling one group disadvantaged and calling another group overprivileged (or advantaged)? According to McIntosh, why would an overprivileged person  or group prefer to refer to others as disadvantaged rather than her/himself or her/his group as overprivileged?

PRIVATE 
READING GUIDE FOR REBECCA BLANKtc  \l 1 "READING GUIDE FOR REBECCA BLANK"
Week VII


A. 
Introduction to Rebecca Blank: Blank xv-xxiii

· What was the major change in welfare law in 1996?

· What is Blank’s evaluation of the changes in welfare policy in the US?


B.
 Introduction: Blank 1-12



-    What is the official definition of poverty?



-   What percentage of the US population is poor according to the federal definition of poverty?

· What are some of the problems with the methodology used in establishing the federal poverty line?

· What are some of the problems with the method of determining who is currently poor?


C. 
Who is poor in the US?  Blank 13-22 (top)



- What are some of the false stereotypes about the poor in the U.S., and what are the correct statistics (you can be general here) regarding who is poor in the US today (according to age, race, gender, marital status, and educational attainment)?



- Why has poverty among the elderly in the US decreased since the 1960s?

Week VIII


A. 
Work and the Poor: Blank 30-32



- What is the work situation of most poor families? 


B. 
Changing Marriage and Fertility Patterns in the U.S.: Blank 39-42; quiz



- Why does Blank believe that for some women, single motherhood may be a better choice than married motherhood?



- What is the poverty rate for single mothers?



- Why do rates of single motherhood appear to be higher than they actually are?



- What are the 3 negative effects associated with the rising share of single‑mom families in the population?


C.
 Crime and Poverty: Blank 47-51



- What is the difference between the common view of crime and actual crime statistics for the US?



- Why do many Americans feel that crime is more prevalent than it actually is?



- What incorrect stereotypes should be avoided when thinking about poverty and crime?

Week IX


A.
Economic Growth and Jobs: Blank 52-60



- What was the relationship between the poverty rate and the economic gains of the 1980s and 1990s?



- What does "a rising tide lifts all boats" mean? Why was it true in the 1960s but not the 1980s and 1990s?



- What happened to wages for the lowest wage jobs in the 1980s and 1990s?



- What is the current situation with regard to job availability for the lowest wage jobs?


B. 
Falling Wages: Blank 60-68



- What happened to educational levels for adults in the US from 1960-1990?



- What has happened to the gap between wages of high school dropouts, high school grads., and college grads. since 1979?



- What are the causes of these wage changes?



- Why is there a declining demand for less-skilled workers?


C. 
Geography and Jobs: Blank 72-75



-What changes have occurred in Chicago from 1950 to 1990 with regard to how much of the population lived and worked in the city vs. the suburbs?



- What characteristics defined living in the city as these changes occurred?



- Why is the problem of unemployment worse for less-skilled inner-city residents than others?

Week X


A.  
How can (public) government help? Blank 191-200



-What are the arguments of those who propose government cuts in assistance to the poor?



-What are the arguments for operating a public social safety net and taxing the citizenry?


B.  
How can (private) charity help? Blank 200-207



- According to Blank, what should be the relationship between private charity and public programs?



- What is the difference between private charity (it has 2 aspects) and public programs?



- According to Blank, why does government assistance not displace private charity?



- How does Blank believe private charity and public assistance can work best together?


C. 
Conclusions: Blank 290-293



- What are Blank's conclusions about the nature of the debate on poverty in the US?



- What are Blank's conclusions about the way to decrease the level and intensity of poverty in the US?

READING AND STUDY GUIDE FOR RACHELS

Rachels, James. The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 3rd ed. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 1999.

WEEK XI 

What is Morality? Rachels 1-19

· Define morality

· Why is it difficult to define morality?

· What are the central features of the cases of Baby Theresa, Baby Jane Doe, and Tracy Latimer? 

· What ethical principles does Rachels use to analyze the above cases?

· Do you agree or disagree with Rachels’ conclusions about each of the above cases? Why?

· Define the “minimum conception of morality”

Cultural Relativism, Rachels 20-36

· Define cultural relativism

· What is the cultural differences argument and why does Rachels believe it is not sound?

· What are the consequences of taking cultural relativism seriously?

· By what method does Rachels believe we can judge a cultural practice as undesirable?

· What are the contributions of cultural relativism to those who are not cultural relativists?

WEEK XII

Feminism and the Ethics of Care, Rachels 162-174

· What is Kohlberg’s theory of ethics?

· What is Gilligan’s theory of ethics?

· What might account for the differences between men’s and women’s ways of making moral decisions?

· What are the implications of sex role differences for moral judgment?

· What are the implications of sex role differences for ethical theory?

Utilitarianism, Rachels 96-121

· Who were the main proponents of utilitarianism? 

· What is the “principle of utility?” 

· What is the “greatest happiness principle?” How do utilitarians define morality?

· How would utilitarians view euthanasia and treatment of nonhuman animals? 

· What are the arguments against utilitarianism, including concerns about its definition of the good and understanding of justice, rights, backward-looking reasons, the demands of the moral life, and personal relationships? 

· How does Rachels defend utilitarianism?

Week XIII

Kant’s Theory of Ethics: Deontology, Rachels 122-142

· Who was the major proponent of deontology?

· How does Immanuel Kant understand morality?

· What is the “categorical imperative?” In what 2 ways does Kant formulate it? 

· What was Kant’s position on the morality of lying? Why? Are there problems with his position?

· How does deontology handle conflicts between rules?

· How does Kant understand human dignity? Why?

· How do deontology and utilitarianism compare regarding retribution and punishment?

Week XIV. 

Virtue Ethics, Rachels 175-193 

· Who was the major proponent of virtue ethics?

· What is a virtue?

· What are some examples of virtues?

· Why are the virtues important?

· What are some advantages of virtue ethics?

· Why does Rachels view virtue ethics as incomplete? Do you agree or disagree? Why?
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