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Cisnormativity

Cisnormativity

Discourse



tivity

Cisnorma

e Represents the dominant framework for
understanding sex/gender binary

e Grounded in historical privileging and
naturalization of cisgender bodies & psychic
experiences

e Has changed throughout history as ideas about
sex ¢ gender has changed
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Background
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Background

e Participants already engaged in care in existing
gender clinics; issue of consent

e Overwhelmingly White
e Rely on parent report and/or participants 18+

e Limited inclusion/lack of representation of trans
youth



What are the experiences of
transgender youth navigating
healthcare?

Discourse Analysis

Analyze the discursive framing

of contemporary transgender
youth in the extant literature



Describe the narratives of

healthcare access among

transgender youth

Understand the role that
consent plays in regulating
access to care for
transgender youth




Discourse Analysis

e Arises from linguistic studies, literary criticism, and semiotic
performative theories of language

e Explores language as a form of action

e Seeks to understand how people & institutions use language to
create (& enact identities & activities

 Concerned with power relations

e Issues prominent in DA research include gender issues, issues of
racism, media discourses, etc.
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Critical Trans Theory

e Is a critical social theory e.g. feminist, critical race, disability
studies, etc.

e Interdisciplinarity; concerned w/ material conditions &
representation practices -->
e How do representational practices impact

everyday lives of trans people?

e How are embodied differences transtformed
into social hierarchies?

e What is the relationship of discourse to
regulation of gender as a social category?

e Trans people = experts of their own experience



Community Based
Participatory Research

e Focused on issues of equity & empowerment
e Knowledge generation & data arise from within communities

e Re-envisioning of young people...

Young people = expert co-creators of knowledge

e Engages youth & their expertise in research conducted
about them
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Waiver ot
Parental Perm

eIssue of disclosure/safety

e May be better informed than parents about their
health needs

e Represent a vulnerable segment of the larger
population of trans youth

e Previously used in research w/
queer youth & research related to
HIV/STI testing & services

e Added option of youth advocate
during consent & during/after

Iinterviews 5 O O/O

of youth

participated without their parents.




Recruitment

e Only recruited outside "clinical samples”
e Outing myself in recruitment materials

eIssue of dominant discourse in strategy &
materials

Public Libraries

Gender Diversity Youtheare
kay Crty Friends of Youth
Lambert House 45th Street Clinic
Facehook Alphabet Alliance of Color
Instagram Entre Hermanos
Ingersoll Garfield Teen Life Center
Bamp Ten Trees Dasis Youth Center
UW Rainhow Grads The Rainhow Center

GLSEN Stonewall Youth
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Interviews

Presence of Youth Advocate

7/14  3/7

participated without parental chose to have youth advocate
permission. present.
youth advocate for consent youth advocate for
process only. consent process & interviews.

Interview Locations

9 interviewed at home
2 lived independent of parents
2 community spaces for queer & trans youth

2 private spaces on UW campuses

1 public library
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Interviews

e Discursive interviews focus on
understanding how identity informs
healthcare encounters

e Both interviewer/interviewee engage in
dialogue

eInterviewer probes for intertextual
meaning

e Youth advocate as active participant

eInvite youth to comment on interview
process



Analysis

e Multiple, overlapping, iterative steps

e Continuous feedback between analysis & data
collection

S~
S~

—~

—~

—~

What is discourse doing in the context of the
healthcare encounter?

What narratives about trans embodiment does
it produce, normalize, pathologize, or
disregard?

How do participants make use of the dominant
discourse, engage with it, or decide to
disregard it entirely?

How do issues of age, autonomy, and authority
of knowledge show up for youth in seeking
health services & interventions?

-

-




Analysis

92 trans youth participant-researchers
9 trans/queer grad student researchers
1 faculty mentor

Analyst examines own place
in the discourse(s)

—=

*Centrality of member-checking



Research ¢ Practice

1cations

Impl

 Improve delivery of care models
e Increase access to care

 Improve quality of healthcare encounters across multiple
sectors of health service provision

e Inform policy development, particularly related to consent for
minors

e Inform what questions get asked in research about trans
people & trans-therapeutics
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