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130 years of publishing

Thieme is the one of the largest independent 
medical publishers worldwide with offices in 
Stuttgart, New York and Singapore.
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Thieme has published evaluated information 
for synthetic chemists in pharmaceutical and 
chemical industry  for almost 100 years.
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Integration of chemistry related information

isolated integrated

complex easy
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Integration of chemistry related information

The goal is to facilitate access to chemistry 
information!

� changing the format (print to electronic)
� indexing text, structures, reactions and descriptors
� user friendly search interface
� cross linking between products
� integrating archival material
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Journals

Reference Works

Encyclopedias

Text, structures and reaction data from all 
products searchable through one interface.
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Synthesis: Reference Works

Factual data: Encyclopedias

Latest results: Journals
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PR toxin, penicillium roqueforti
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Release Phase 1: Reference Works

May 2002

Science of Synthesis
Houben-Weyl, Methods of Molecular Transformation
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Science of Synthesis is the only resource 
that offers a truly comprehensive 
description of preparative methods in a 
consistent style and delivers reliable 
experimental procedures to the desk 
top.
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> 1000 authors
55,000 pages
180,000 reactions
800,000 structures

To be released in 48 volumes from 2000-2008
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Advisory Board

Andreas Barth
FIZ Karlsruhe, 
Germany

Grace Baysinger
Stanford University,
USA

Alexander Mullen Henr
Bayer AG, 
Germany

y Rzepa
Imperial College, 
U.K.

Engelbert Zass
ETH Zurich, 
Switzerland



6/25/02

Partners: Reaction Database
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Partners: Distribution
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Partners: Hosting
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Approaching…

Synthetic Methodology information         
doesn’t outdate!
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in an interview with 
Cath O'Driscoll in Chemistry in Britain, November 2001

'You can get good drugs easily in a timescale of a few years 
rather than in 10 or 12 if only chemists would change their style'. 
In developing his own version of Nature's modular style of 
synthesis, 'click chemistry', Sharpless had to immerse himself 
once again in the literature. 'For a while I was just a machine', he 
says: 'I read all of Houben-Weyl. I looked for all of the best 
parts and all of the really good reactions ….. According to
Sharpless, most of the very best reactions were already 
discovered 25 years ago: 'They almost always worked, you 
didn't have to work under inert atmospheres. You could just boil
things up and the crystals came out ……'
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The 1st edition of the 
Houben-Weyl series 
was published in 1909.
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140,000 reactions
580,000 structures
700,000 references

are accessible though a similar interface to 
Science of Synthesis!



6/25/02



6/25/02



6/25/02



6/25/02



6/25/02



6/25/02



6/25/02



6/25/02

Release Phase 2: Encyclopedia I

July 2002

Pharmaceutical Substances, 
Axel Kleemann and Jürgen Engel



6/25/02

� factual data, patents and synthetic pathway  
of the 2300 most important drugs

� 14,000 structures
� 7,000 reactions 
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� Patents
� Classification by use and ATC code
� Registry Numbers, chemical name and 

molecular weight
� Trade name, formulation
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100 years Houben-Weyl
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5th Edition Houben-Weyl
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Release Phase 3: Encyclopedia II

Winter 2002/03

Roempp – Natural Products
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� 6000 natural products

� Chemical structures
� Factual data
� Origin, isolation, composition, activity
� Registry numbers, chemical names, 

molecular weight
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ynthesis, forthcoming

ructures

Houben-Weyl
140,000 reactions
580,000 structures

Science of Synthesis, released
33,000 reactions
150,000 structures

Pharmaceutical Substances
7,000 reactions
14,000 structures

Roempp – Natural Products
6,000 structures

Science of S
147,000 reactions
650,000 st
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