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JIMMIE_ Y. SAKAMOTO: PRESIDENT 1936-38

Blind, But'

Fmmle Sakamote, one of the

not expected the office. He was

colorfu] of Nisel pe alities, was
pational JACL president from
1936 to 1838. As Nisei history
goes, that was & long time ago.
Hls pame may be unfamliar to
many of “The Paclfic Citizen's”
newer readers, but mo one who
ever met Sakamoto could forget
him. He is that kipd of man,
Bakamoto was elected at the
national JACL convention held in
Seattle where he published ""The

over lmed by the honor and
honestly concerned about hla abil-

ity to meet the responsibilities of |-

the presidency.

Ip the privacy of his sparsely
furnished newspaper office, Jim-
mic talked over his doubts with
his wife, Misao, and a faw close
friends. Only then did he feel free
to accept, with humility, the call
to office.

In reality, Jimmie Sakamoto

Japanese Amercan Courier.,” the|wss the ouly person worried in
first ali-English Nigei newspaper.

I happened to talk with him soon the Japanese American Citizens
after he was told he had been|League Hiz election was acclaim-
elected. He was stunned. He hadied universally as overdue recog-
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Ithe lenat about his fitness to lead|®

* kT Kk
By BILL HOSOKAWA
nition for nearly a . decade of
at unr , unr
od Iabor on bebalf of the Citizens
Lesgue movement.

During those years it was im-
poesibla to between
Jimmie Bakamolo's twin rolea as
newspaper . publisher and JACL
mainspring. He had founded ““The
Courier” aa the voice of the Nisei,
and in his mind the JACL indve-
ment was the Nisei movement.
But whife *The Courier” spoke
eloquently and well, it was never
financial success. The North-
west Nised population was mnot
ready to support a pewszpaper of
its ownL The resull was that “"The
Courier”’ yielded meager material
rehwns and much of the time the
Sakainoto family was 6n the bor-
der of actual want
No doubt it was this knowledge
that made Jimmie hesitate about
aceepting the presidency. But i
Jimmie was something less than
a money-making succeas as a pyb-

it

lisher, he had many another qual.

ity to fit him for the Job-o fff"

tional JACL president. R
x * X

Jimmle was a msa of ideas
"and gction. Ho was no-inte)-
loctusl, but he was latelligent
asd be had an Instinct for tim-
ing. He was also a map of pow-
ertal convicticns. One of them
kad to do with the destiny of
the Nisei a8 Americans,

Long before most of them
were aware of the peeaning of
the wonds, Jimmie was saylng
sa oftem and as forcefully as
bho ¢ould that the Niscl had bosh
opporfunity and reaponsiblilty

to contribute ta weltare of
the greater Ame commun-
ity. : X

* * *

DPynamie and persuasive, he In-
spired others to follow his lead.
He was a powerful old =chool
orator. When he rose to speak,
others listéened. F:w who ever
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theard him could forget that pale,
intense face, the words that pour-
ed from his lipa .

Most of all, Sakamoto-had faith
—falth in the goodness and opper-
tunity of America and the Nizel's
adlity . to utllize their heritage
of two Facific cultures.

1 first et Jimmie nearly a
quarter of & century ago. 1 was
just & kid out of high achool and
fie offered me a job on his news
paper. It wasn't much of a job,
really, but jobs were pretly acarce
in the depression year of 1833, I
worked for him for nearly four
years while going to college and
it was the best kind of journal-
istic training. T got lo know Jim-
mie pretty well

. * kK

Jimmie was, and is. com-
pletely Mind The first time ¥
mot him he noticed he had the

(Continued on Nexi Page)

Yatabe —

(Coutimued from Freceding Page)
office, Dr, Yalaba derives his
grealest satisfaction’ and pride
fromi the fact that the campaigns
for Issel maturalization privileges
and the Equipment Fund were
given their initial start at the
time, Today, 20 years later, thous-
ands of lssei have become Ameri-
can cilizens, and the Endowmen!
Fund has reached the $100.000 lev-
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el with an even higher goal of a
millien dollars. for the fulure.
What were the other concerns of

- 1JACL in 19357 Mainly they werc

\internal and local in nature. Rep-
Teseniations were instituted
agsinst various state discrimina-
tory laws, in such matters as [ish-
ing and hunting privilegea for Is-
sei and, of course, the Alien Land
Law,

A serious threat to the unity of
the young organiration presented
itself when Southern California in-
gisted upon proporfional represen-
tation in the National Council
This was resclved successfully on
the argument that JACL must
|preserve its national stature by
retaining the system of the single
vote per chapter regardless of size.

“Things

Yatabe's long experiences. “It
would have beea an easy matter
to throw op the whole thing and
show defianoe which we natwr-
alty feit inmide. But 1hat wan the
trap cur old enemles were walt-
Ing for wa to fall Ioto. We had
to think responaibly, not only of
the Immediate welfare of our
people but of the foture wellare
of geoerations to come.”

After the decision at San Fran-
cisco, there was no alternative but
to cling Jason-Like to the faith in
the ultimate trnumph of justice
and fair play during the dark days
that followed.

Aa soon as Doc and his family’
reached the Jerome Relocation
Center in Arkansag, he was sum-
moned along with Frank Ishli,
James Yoshinobu and Tom Shima-
saki to attend the grim emergency
national council meeting of No-
vember, 1942, in Salt Lake City.

With the JACL fighting for
its very existemce, “some of the
hardest decislons affecting the
fatare of Japanese Americans
had to bt made then,” he nald,
“but that woald be getting lote
Babh Hido's story.”

Attending that meeting had td
consequences for him. Whatever
anguish he bad suffered, no bit-
terneas remained as he described
the attempt that wap made on his
life in the relocation center.

“My glasses flew off in one dl-
rection.and the next thing I koew
I wax on the floor under a plle of
bodies. A pair of shears was com-
ing down and I remember grip-
ping a wrist . . ." His injuries con-
fined him to doctors’ gquaitery for
a month, It was & black winter
and the lowest point In his lfe.

No soomer d¢id the Yatabe fmily

their i at  the

from $1.30 to $2.00 was acted opon
with such perfinctoriness that it

amote's Japanese American Cour-
. ler plant.

| Since there was oo national di-
‘recmr, a8 we have in Mas Satow
today visitations end correspond-
;ence Lo the 20-0dd chapters which
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 cemprised the national organiza-
| tion fell upon the shoulders of the
natienal officers.

Aleng with other officers and

Brethrens Hoetdd in Chicage in
April of 19435, and a wire from
Sab Kidg arrived requesting Doc
to take charge of the Chicago
JACL office. The office on Madi-
som Street was opened in Febru-
ary by George Inagak! to help-the
evacuees in their relocation: how-
ever s month later Inagaki was
called into service,

It was the challenge agaln, the
same a8 it was 20 years -before In
Fresno, only this time Doc was
an older warrlor, aged A8, with a
protesting family to géntend with.
Betting amide his hbpes of estab-
lishing a new dental! practice, he
accepted the $125 per month po-
sitdon. “T couldn't tuen Sab down,™
was the way he explained it.

With the former Fumm Yaki,
pow Mra Wiliam Hoshiyama of]
Ban Francisco, as secretary, he
tackled the job of public relations
1o pave the way for the arriving

dn from ' relocat]

student bodies, churchea, and civie
organizations. He relled upon the
same principie of education that
he had applied from the days of
the old American Loyalily League
—ta break down the barriers of
employraent and housing for evac-
uees. During this phase of work,
the ane person whom Dr. Yalabe
remembers as being most helpful
and effective was Dr. Homer
Jack, the hard-hitting Execulive
Directer of the Chicago Council
Against Raciul and Religious Dis-
crimination.

Dr. Yatabe completed two ex-
tended speaking tours fn 1943 and
1944 outside the Chicago aren,
They were made possible through
funds from a $5.000 grant of the
Carnegle Endowment Fund for
Peace, which was the work of Tei-
ko Ishida, now Mrs. Mickey Kur-
oiwg, who scrved as Eastern JACL
represeniative.

Featuring Soprano Ruby Yo-
#no, Dr. Yalabe on the Eastern
trip zpoke on the story of ihe Jap-
anese Americans In every major
city between Boaton and Washing-
{on, D C. Contacts and schedules
were made possibla through the
¢fforis of Peter Acki, the then
New York JACL repreaentative,
Some of Doc's memorable exper-
iences were a talk before the Har-
vard *Executive Club in Cam-
bridge, Masaachusetts, & sermon
in Trinity Church one Sunday af-
ternoon in Boston, and & rugged
schedule of five speeches in one
day in Fhiladelphia,

On ‘the Midwest States tour he
took aleng his whole famlly. His
son Dudley  then 14, wax a boy so-
prano and an accompliashed planist
and- usually stole the sbow from
his dad, while hlg charming wife
Mary acted as observer.

Io all of his experiences on the
Lours, Dy, Yatabe found ample vin-
dication of his faith in the [nnate
Benss -of justice and fair play of
fellow Americans,

"Members of the Harvard Exec-
utive Club, after bearing his story,
directed gquestions at himn and in-
quired how' they can help to re-
affirm the Nisei's faith in Amer-
ica. A JRile alg lady came wp to
nim after his sermon in Trinity
Churcly ahd pressed a neatly fold-
ed dollar bill inte hiz hands, a
simple gesture which touched
Doc’s heart very deeply.

-After helping to establish the
Chicago JACL Chapter, Dr. Ya-
tabefre-éntered the dental practice
in 1845, Fe in still very much.act-
tve -today, az an elder statesman
(of the Nationai Board, truly the
Grand Father of JACL. There was
'a twinkle in his eyes as he looked
at his wife Mary. .

“T eas’t recall hew

American Friands, s8d other civic
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Blind But With Vision—-

(Continued from Page 4)

‘Tha? was the night he boxed
Jackie Snyder in the special fea-
ture preceding the Kid Kaplan-

weight championship bout The
names of his other opponents don't
mean a great deal today, but for
the record they incinded Clark
A

friends|good right eye. Only then did an

mwelght title con-
tender; Emanuel Flores of the

Engiand.
One day in 1928 Jimmie took

monthy later another biow com-
pletely detached the Tetina of hls

Al averse to going far out of his
way lo raise all kinds of hell. The

ion reveal that sight of

the left eye was falling, and soon
be woeuld be blind,

Bakamoto took the news phllo-

loss of sight only acceierated the
maturing of Jimmiz Saksmoto,
He was one of thres children,
and the only son, of Osamu and
Tsuchi Sakamoto, natives of Yam-

aguchi Prefecture. They arrived
as immgranats in  Sealtle in
March, 1894, soon to Ta-

cpma to work im the kitchen of

worked as s farmhand and in ¥
sawmill at Port Blakely before,
turmng to Seatile In 1897 to
art the first Japanese restau-
rant there, a place he called Ka-

elau.

The older Sakamoto was a pio-
neéer in ways other than the fact
of being an earty lmmigrant In

y and with ¢h eristic
courage. Winding op his affairs
in New York, he returned in No-
vember, 1927, to hiz parents’ home
in Seatitle, To prepare for ap-
proaching bfindneéss he would tic
a handkerchief over hiz eyes and
walk up and down stairs and
through the house to familirize
himself with évery room and hall-
way.

The Jimmle Sskamoto whe
% came home to Seaftle at 24 was
& more thoughtfnl, more ma-
tore man than the lad who bad
goar eant a half dbzen years
eariier. He was disvturbed to find,
the Japanese community divided
by a bitter rivalry between two

atbhletic clubs, the Talyox mnd
ihe Nippons.
L iz and H ds of the

1898 he siarted the first J.

owned used furmiture store. Both
bhe and his wife were in their
Jmneties when they died a few
Years ago.

Jimmie was born In Sealtie In
1803. He was named Yoshineri.
bul he preferred Jimmie, spelled
with an “ie.” He went to Pacific
grade school, and then to Franklin
High in Seattle where he became
an athletic immortal

Although he weighed lttle more
than 120 pounds, lo was

a star hadfback on the FranklinlSakefgnoto had gone east, with the

wvarsily football team that defeat-
ed arch-rivel Broadway in 1920 for
the first time in the history
the schools, Speedy, pugnacio
and tough Sakamoto was & bril-

Tmyos was George I[shihara, al
boyhood (riend of Jimmie's. Saka-
moto urged Ishihara to unite the
Talycs with the Nippons to end
the U feeling. Ishihara countered
with a proposal that Sakamoto
iry to unite the communily by
revitaliting & semi-defunct local
organizatior with the formidable
name of Seattle Progressive Citi-
zeny League

‘This was & group founded In Se-
atile in the spring of 1921, after

hope of combating an antbalim‘
land law movement in Wuhin:-i
ton. Shigeru Osawa, one of the;
Northwest's first Nisei, was elect-
&d presidemt. Ishihara was secre-

Lant balleartier and m refensive
bearcat. He also played baszketbalt

‘at Frankiin and was something

of a star at fudo which he had
taken up at the age of 6.
Meamwhile, be was showing }
morr than ordloary interest amd
okill =at bouing. He loved Lo
fight. More thag once ko was
admontshed by his juds Imstrmc-

place. School, be soom found, held
little appeal. Sakamots took a
Job as Englsh editor of the “Jap-
anese American” in New York
City. Onec night & week be wenl

hal! on West 123rd and Lennox)

‘| hmra, vice-premident: Himi Taka-

tary and Miss Yuki Higashi was
treasurer,

Despite the Progreasive Citizena
League's effortas, Washinglon
adopled the anti-alien fand law
and the organization all but fold-
ed up, From 1821 until 1928 it
beld but three meeting and the
original officers continued in their
posts

Sakamote saw the Leagoes as
a logical rallylag gromod {for
all Seatthe area Nixel Br also
renlized that the Nisel need =
voice, & DEWADAper.

Om the bakgn of hix lhree
yoars experience as English edi-
tor in New York, ‘and with the
meager savings ho had socwmu-
Iated, e lnonched “The Coonrirr™
as & workly mewspaper on Jan
1. 1928, He was practically
bimd ai the thoe.

The first imue carried an edl-
torial which outlined the need for
reorganizing the Progressive Citl-
2zens Lrague. Shoitly, with Osa-
wa's appioval, & Laague meeting
wag called Clarence Armi, an at-
tormmey, was elected president.
Other officers were Qeorge Ishi-

yoshi (who later became Mrs
Ishihara}, secretary: Yuki Hi-
gushi, treasarer, .

The first order of busineas was
o ve-align the League’s aima
It had been organized to combatl
anti leg! Saks-
moto insisted that this negmtive
stand should be pped for one

Babe Hermann world’s feathers|”

Philippines and Phil Richards of |,

a clout on the bhead that didn't|.

Sakamoto |( d from left) stands in front of his
newspaper office with members of his staff, including his
wife and the author of this story [to the right).

Citizens League adopted a strong market crashed and the depres-
misgionary attitude. Boon after itsfson began. Somehow “The Cour-
Teory: jon, Arai was dispatch- 1er” limped aiong from week to
ed to belp Oregon Nisel found the | week with Jimmie and his bride,
Poriland Progressive Cltizens| Misac, managing to meet dead-
BgUe. |ines and Dbills only with herolc
Mcanwhile, slmilar movements|effort.
were stirring among California|\ By the fall of 1931 "“The Cour-
Nisei In August, 1828, the Se-[ier” had progressed to the point
attle group was invited by Lthe;where the Sakamotos thought they
American Loyalty League of Fres- could see daylght ahead. Then
no (where Dr. T. T. Yalabe was|tragedy hil the entire Northwest
a prime mover) to a conference Japanese community with a body
of WNiser leaders. Arai and Ishi-'blow in the shape of a bank fau-
hara were delegated to attend. :ure, The Japanese Commercial
The two were en route to Fres- Bank n SeatUe, where wirtually
ne when Sakamoto's office re-/all the Japanese did business. went
ceived a telegram  sa, the broke
meeting had been cancelled After| All "The Couner’s” money was
hurmied consultation it was de-|lied up in the bank. So were Jum-
cided to instruct the two emis-jmie’s personal funds. and his
sanes to conunue their tnp and;father's. Worae yet, 'The Cour-
carry word of the “Citizens move- [ier's”™ adverthisers and subscnibers
ment” throitghout Califtornia. They | were hiL, too, and out of ¢onmider-
traveled as far pa Loa Angeles 'ation for them ro bills were igsued
In San ¥rancisco they met with[for several weeks.
Saburo Kide, Susumu (Slm) To-; When at last some funds were
gasmeki, Dr. Henry Takahashi, collected the Sakamotos deposited
Tamotsu Murayama and otheérs to|the money at the American Ex-
lay plans for a coast-wise con- change Bank and prepared to do
ference there in April, 1629 business again. Sixty days later
That meeting was held as sched- this bank, too. closed
uled. Repwesentlng the Seattle|“Courier” checks, written orgin-
group, Ardal presented three pro- ally on the Japanese Commercial
posals which had been drawn up|Bank, re-wntten on the American
in ‘““The Courier” office: To form Exchange Bank, were caught
a npatwonal organization; lo hold|short aguin The Sakamotcs paid
A founding convention in Seallie|some bills three times. The econ-
1 1930: to call the organization amy of the community hit rock
the Japanese American Cihizens bottom and “The Courler's” in-
League. These propoaals were come reflected this state of af-
adopted and Aral was elected | faira
president pro tosm, Jimmie. hiz wife, infant daugh-
A sturdy handful of Nisel regis- ler and parenis were Living at
tered for the convemtion in Se-hhis time in a dark. mnckety old
attle. Califormia sent delegales'house on Washington Strest. The
from Brawley, Fresno, Los An-lhouse was not far from the red
geles, San Francusco. Newcastle. [light distoet high on a hilt over-
Stockton and San Jose, Washing-|locking Jdowntown 3eattle. Xt had
ton had. representatives, in add-7a wonderfyl view but not much of
tion to Seattle. from Bellevue. the!a foundation. The hill was slowly
Yakima Valley, Auburn. Spokane,!'sliding away Each new storm
Vashon Island. Fife, Tacoma. threatened to  send the house
Kent, Winslow, and five members [crashing down the slope and, as
of the Uno famuy from the townjevervone knows. §{ raing almost
of Foster. Portland was repre- |all the time in Seattle Eventu-
sented by five Nisen Hawall sent,ally the Sakamotoa did move, and
Tasvke Yamagata, Seichy Konzo|the house was demolished 300n
came from Urbana. 711 Tokutaro afterward.
Mighimura Stocum registered from|  Meanwhile, “The Conrier” was
New York. performing yeoman wervice for
And thus was the JACL born | the gommunity. In additien to
fathered in some considerable part! publishing the ngw=x, it sgomsor-
b ythe vision of sightless Jimmie! ~d bascball. foatball and baaket-
Sakamoto. ball lemgues for young Nisel,

Jimumie Is the first to disclatm rufp radio program for the
credit. In response to some qued- Ineei, eponsored a sooking
tions [ -suked him while pre- nchaal

paring this story, Jmmie wrote:

“Whatever credit people gave
me while doing JACL work
ally belomgs 1o others who In
their kind way favercd me with
thelr support. [ say tiis sot out
of modesty siomce 1 could never

TUnfortenately., the athlctie
tengues had the cream ifakea
off them by fe Engilnh see-
tiona of the two dally Japan-
epe Dewnpapern. They published
acores and detalied acoounts of
the gamea the day .after they '
were played while “The Courler™
had to walt & weelc
Moat Nisei in thoat days were

hard pul to scratch together 32
for, & “Courler” gibscription. They
thaught “Tha Courter” was mwell,
tut they looked for their néws in
the English sections of the papers
their .parents bubseribed Lo.

operation and ciferts of others
“Thr mas 1 would like to sce
groeater reasguitiom  for

hin JACL work is Sima Togmaaid
Without bim, I doubt that the
JACL could kave betooss the or-
that it s today. He

of positive Americaniam.
“Imstend of worrylmg abosi
T, e

townrd buliding
of the scoomd pemcration so thal

was the pan bebind the scroes,
giving the JACL streagth and
vitality fo carry om ss & mational

ﬁmughwli‘!‘hﬂ Courler's 14%
years of life, ‘ended by Gen. John
DeWitt's evacuation order in 19432,
Sakamolo Insisted on devoting a
large amount of mpace to matlers
that fafled to interost the majority
of Nissl ~

erganization.
The JACL movement grew
Tapidly. As more and more Nisel
became of age,

onm Mo . ‘8. g

e i S A

Tan wran ta [havine

‘Accounts of national ard nter-
‘national events took up a large

“Courter” Was|part of (e front page. On page T
= ‘roneh fime Within four [were  lengthy  editorials -about

non-English  word,
which .made =
somewhat of a problem.)

was labod,
writing

L

retary wouid wrap and mail the
papers, after which Misac and
Jimmie would 3ét out together to
try and sell a few ads or collect
overdue bills,

1 The Courier” was leading just
such a precarigus existence when
‘Jimmie was elected JACL presi-
dent. Together with the Problems
af his own existence. he took on
the issues [hat beset Uﬁe national
organzauon,

One of his first acts was to
launch the “second gencrabion de-
velopment program’ under the di-
rection of Masao Satow, then as-
sislant nalional secretary. Saka-
molo'a ntention, once agaifl, Was
{to press for strong. loyal Nisei
jeitizens who coutd comtribute to
JAmenca socially. economically,
and poltically as inteclligent vol-

ers.
i The JACL atiracted inter-
{national atlention when Saka-
| moto was moved 10 reply lo the
3 foreigm i Hold

o |HiTota Bunp Suruki. = Ieit»wh".lg

member of the Japanese-diet, had
questioned Hirotz about the gov-
ernment’s plans for educating the
Nised, and Hirota's ly was not
1o Sakamoto's liki

Bristling, be promspily lssned
the folko staterpent:

~As Forey Minister Hirota
| anld, we are Japanesc by raco.
i Bowever. we Are Americhss
al heart. Legally, we are Amer-
' jeac  cittzens =zad  that  legwl
! statos Is ocur most cherfabed
| posestion over which we do mot
| desire, por will wé ever
| Japan or amy ‘other m
| power 1o eacrciac Influcnce or
control. Loyalty Is the higher
essenoe of rihicw Being Amer-
Jean dthieos ks Bot emly 2 mat-
ter of pride with ma, but a mat-
ter of loyalty to the United
| Staten

A copy of the statement was
dispatched” o the Japanese am-
bazsador in Washington, and the
wire services picked it up. The
story was printed on both sides of
Firota followed up
quickly with “a statement to the
effect thal ms reply to Suzukd
had been misconstvued. and that
the Japanese government had ne

wrote te = “we ia Seaste .
agreed ts loyally, -if the -
| pvarwation oo, ‘to b
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of war, interpret bewildering gov-
ermment red tape and otherwise
ease the burdens of the

a , ed his obli-
gations to hia growing family.
Other friends offered to aet him

ity. Under bis direction the com-
mittee collected a mass of lofor-
mation about the economic com-
-iribution Japanese Americans
were making in the Norlthwest
This nformation, which surprised
the Nisel themselves, was printed
and widely tirculated after it bad
been submitted fo the Tolan Com-
mittee in an effort to forestall
the evacuation order.

Appeanng before the -

up in One prop was
to take over a dréea manufactor-
ing concern. Another was to go
into the investment and realty
business. Jimmle was still un-
decided when his good -friend,
Father ILe<opold Tibesar dropped
by and invited him for a ride.
Father Tibesar was the Maryknoll
priest who bad converted the
Sakamotos to Cathelicism.
* * *

Il L b

tee, Sakamoto spoke eloguently
agaiost irdiseriminate mass evac-
wvation. He concluded his testi-
mony by pledging loyal cooper-
atien if the government wilied
that be and his pecple must be
uprooted.

But once the urgency of the
dark days immediately after Pearl
Harbor had been replaced by the
tensions and frustrations of re-
location center life, Sakamoto
suddenly found himsel{ beng
made the scapegost.

* ok

Disgruntied individuslds, first
at Puyallup Assembly oenter
aod then at Minkdoka WRA
camp o §daho, bimmed him for
everything from ihe evicnation
ltwelf to inadequair food and
clogged ILatrines. For Jimunle it
was & peried of dislllusion. He
quictly bowed nut of camp poli-
ten, He made one gallant, fu-
tile gestore — volunteering for

the day |’
Father called. It waa the bot,
sultry afternoon of August 22,
1946. Father sald he wanted to
seo Pete Emt, general mansger.
of the St. Vinceat de Paul Sal-
vage Burcan Says Jimmis: |
“Bging 3 member of the So-
dety of St Vincent de Faal,
it did not seem odd for me to
Eo along. Fatber and X sat in
Petes office, about ope
thing and another, for almost
an hour, Then suddenly Father
Tibeaar asked me I T would
fike to work =ai the Bureanw
Petr joloed In the qoestion, [
told ihema abont the bosiness
propositiona I had, but after
another half bour of discussion
they finally got me to agree to
ocome down op Monday and try
it oot. I am still trylng it oot,
in my tenth year oow.”
<y * * *
Emt! had been skeptical about

collection. This pair of Shinto

Rare and valuable ftems sometim.

eriginal owners when newspaper publicity brought attention
fo its real value, Salvage Buress employies call the pair,
"Lea, the Lip” and "'The Yisiting Fireman."

way alone to the Bus while the
streeta are still uner : He is
at his degk by 8:13 or 6:30 am.
and spends a brief period plan-
nig the day's work mentaily. Ha
worka ste: through the day,

= home by & p.m. He lisiens to
‘| radio

enjoys
zation with-the famity at the din- _
ner table. By T pan. bie is usually
ready for bed -

On Sundays and holy days, Jim-
my .and Misao go te church to-
gether. ‘Bometimea be visits with
his danghter Marie and ber hus-
band, George Ishii, and plays with
hiy, grandsen,” James Roby, born
Iast June 18, His second daughter,
Marcla, entered Seattle University
this last fa)l. Denise, now 12, is
in grade school

“I'ma just an ordinary indlvidual
now,” says Jimmie, "and I'm en
Joying it immensely.”

* * *

Bat be has not forgotten that
he n a Nisel, nor has he loat
any of his crosading spirit.
Pressed for a statement on the
destiny of the Ninel, be voiced
aunew the old ringing idealr. It
was almost ko okl times to
hear him say;

“The destiny of the Nisei Im
America should be n most en-
viable one. As first gemeratiom
Americans of Japanesc anceniry,

.

o3 show up in the salvage
images were returned fo their

rilltary :rrﬂor. The army had
blind man.

mar piace ‘:’ - % abeut  Iimmie.  “Jimmie

‘Relocabon  divided the Saka.!Mote can do uy‘lhing“:"_ :

moto fanily in the summer of|7iDesar assured him. “Give him

1844. Misso took her two older,® desk. a telephone and two weeks

ters. Mare and Marcia, m(and see what happens.”
Mary's College 1n South Bend,

"hiseparenls (both BI years old at'asking for discarded goods that
the, timei and one-year-old De. cluttered basements and attics
ruse who had been born at ‘Mini- The salvage business boomed.
doka.

When the west coast was re- the New York “Daily Mewa™ had

opened.,Jimmie returned alone [ol‘occas:on to remember Saksmoto

Seattle in July, 1845. Some old /0 by daly “The Powerhouse”
friends? Harold Schaeffer and his sports column. Quoting a corre-
wife, helped Jimmic locate a Spondenl, Powers wrote for his

employing & blind man when
Father Tibesar first talked (o him
Saka-
Father

Jimmie started a telephone so-
Ind. where sHe could work and lcitation campaign. All day long
the childremrgo 10 primary school. he called from a list of numbers
b, Jimmie remained in Minidoka with that had been prepared for him,

A year ago, Jimmie Powers of

vaging everything from broken
glass fishermen's floats to several
old ships that are tied up at the
dock. The Maryknoll Fathers got
Jirnmie his fob and his superior
says: ‘'l was doubtful as to what
a blind raan could do in this 3ti4-
acre madhouse . . . but Jimmle's
coming raised the standards of
personnel performance snd office
practice’ . . . the undertaking was
pariayed up from a handful of
clothes and shoea Lo a yearly gross
of $500.000. a payroll of $3B0.000
for 200 workers. More than 52,000
free meals were perved last year
and food. clothing and furniture
distributed from 14 bramch retall
stores by 28 trucks . . ."

they found In the rumil one
moming sfier they returmed to
Seatele

Unbk to the Sak [}
old friends like Dr. Rossell We
Hara and Sim Togasaki had
ralsed = fond among Jimmie's
prewar associates.

They hsd sent ibe moncy to
Jim and Misso, g that

kenge to fill & more sabatnntial
nicho ln American life.

“Upon the proper and solld
establishment of their spiritual,

of this generation. The destiny
of the third generation, pro-

it be used to get a Seeing Eye
dog, or be spent In any other
way that would belp the Saka-

get on their feet,

Jimmie decided theére were Gln
who needed one of the limited
number of dogs more than he did.
Some of the money went for an
operation he needed. The reat was

will Scpend im Iarge
measture apon what we of this -
s an

vetn of
Jmmadm
of us who remained at {
ihe destinics of both the mecobd

house Two months laler Jim- @llions of readers:
mie’s parents joned him in Se-q
aftle

dren came hame.

start up “The Courter” again.'

Jimmae pondered his sense of rew operations in the world and you
people can find Jimmie at work Lthere
then returning to the Northwest from 6 am. to 4 p.m. apa,rk'mg!
He remembered the lean years as the operztions of the bureau, sal-!

sponmbihty  toward the

LOS ANGELES.,
g

FUJI R

TOEYO,

In June, 186 Misao, with and telephone solicitation depart-
Heg baby and the other two chil- ment of the Society of St Vincen!
de Paul
Many friends urged Jimrme te Union in the center of Seattle . ., .

Season’s Greetings
REXALL DRUG STORES |

~ FUTI DRUG CO

300 East First Street ©

HIDALGO DRUGS

172 N. Main Street
PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS

*

PHARMACY

First Floor. Sankei Kaikan

Ote-machi; Chiyoda-ku

* * &

The grim, hungry days seem
far mway now, bot the Sals-
moton have not forgotten those
times. They recall, for nstance,
whea they wept over a check

“hrmme is head of the pickup

on the shores of Lake

“It s one of the Jargest salvage

i
|
I
[
|

440 Moatgomery 5t.

|
£

CALIFORNIA

XALL

HEAD OFFICE

JAPAN

Season’s QGreetings!

LOANS for GROWTH and SECURITY
BUSINESS — MORTGAGE — CONSUMERS

THE SUMITOMO BANK

AR A 5 T T 0 A G T A PG NG S

SEASON'S - GREETINGS

“THE BANK OF TOKYO

DEPENDABLE and FRIENDLY SERYICE

applied on a down payment for a
modest nouse.

*We wore so gratetul for the
money,” Misao says. “But we
wept bécause we were 30 happy

and third geoerations reals an
and

bl p v of
cotitributing  their efiorts  to-
ward the advancemeat of the *

(ConUn\;ed on Page 11)

{CALIFORNIA)
101 S. Sam Pedro St. 140¢ 4th St.
Los Asdeles, Calif. Sacroments, Colif.
Phone ML 4911 Phone GL 34611

OF CALIFORNIA

A

Gardena Office

Los Angeles Office :

120 5. Sam Pedre St. 15433 S. Western Ave.
Los Asgeles 54, Calif. Gardena, Calif.
Telephone: MUtosl 2381 Telephons: DAvis 41321
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quaniances are and have been

e e —

77 e b e

-

Hito Okada, two-term [1946-1950) national JACL president,
preparing for a hunting frip last fall,
almayx told him lh: “to

between  planea. I puet his dist,
friend at the awport anl tlalked) ®me your fellaw  men in the
aloul SACL malters zml afer| DIEEext snd  most  honorable
thing amyone can do in a JHe-
. the friend latysed Ehilo inio time.”
selbag B a subslantel hif m-l .
Auragce  pohey He rushed lh:s’ It 13 Thix  philesaphy  that
fricad into, Salt La ty tg u, prompted Hile to work  fnr
doctor for a phys (xwmms-‘ JACL and to accept the Presl-
tun and had his nafde on an BP- | dency of the Natenal Organiza-
phdation (and & check belore bet g for two termn over the de-
kot back yn the planc, | wirabillty of returaing te Ore-
Hita sta hrT be hasa'l hnd‘ ron and gelting back inte the
anle since lhal 1ok as much . cxport lumber and log business.
“prewsnre’” from the ‘chient. J He focls That he did aot do as
“JACT.  (friendstupa anrd ac-)

murh as he would have

kesl
Nin-4, Hlto'n &urk

Az to. To all
gond cheate” saya Hilo. will be onc of the outatanding
* * * contriburtions  made  for thelr

welfare and to the welfare of
all permonsa of Japancse  an-
ernlry,

" Mito Okada™ philosaphy calls |
“wervice to feltaw men’” J
His mather, & stauncn dMetho- |

DDV RN OADDDER QNN DRE

HOLIDAY GREETINGS AND
BEST WISHES

SOUTHWEST
PRODUCE COMPANY

Bonded Commission Merchants
Wholesale Fruils and Vegetables

HARRY NISHIMOTO
Los Angeles 15, Calif. |,

1071 - 1075 So. San Pedro St.

All Phones: Rlchmond 7-3478

~»-SEASON'S GREETINGS

MODERN

IMPORT COMPANY |

MODERN FOOD PRODUCTS CO.

Sakamoto--

(Continued from Page Gi

cvie, cronomic. social and cul-
tural Nife of America
=“Wilh what this generation
hax goon through. there ix much
that can be drawn fromt their
backgronnd which sbould prove
{o be of beacfit to this oation,
apd’ In particular toward the
advancement of human ander-
~tanding.™
* L L
{As a finale to Bill Hosokawn's
man story, which was submiled
to us aboul a monih before Jim-
nmie Sakamolo met death while
crossing a Seatile strect. we are
reprinting parl of Bill's eulogy
made twoe weeks ago in his regu-

tar PC column. Fditor.)
* * *
DENVEKR.—Late of 8 wintry

Raturday afternoon the

phone rang. It wuax Johnny, at

the office. *Trirgram just came

for you. BillL™ he xaid, In my -

business, telegrams are routine

ihings. 'They come, and they go.
* * %

“Ia you wanl me 1o read it 1o
you?” Johnny asked, 1 almost
tolil hun not to bother, that I'd
catel 1t Monday marmng.  Bul

tele- |

hat would have been ungratein?
after Johnny hael taken the time
ardl effort La telephone  “Surre, go
ahead.” T sanl i

There was & small pause as
Jahnny lore open the envelope,
“Oh-oh,” T heard him Rav “I'm! g
1{ran1 this 13 bad news’ |

Rad news has a nabit of coming .
wnexpecledly, Suddenty conrcermed
‘now, 1 warted for the detasls '
Jahnny read the terse message It
war from Chet Gibbon, Sunday
editor of The Seattle Times Jim-
mie Sakamotn had been struck by
an aulomobile and Killed.

Satarday tight. while T was oul
. of the hause Genrge Ishihara tele-
\phonnd from Nampa, Idaho
George had been a boyhood friend!
of Jimmie's, He knew Jimmie as,
i few mmen thd He wanted to teud
me know. A few hours after thet |
The Pacific Citwzen's Harry Honda
notified me by wire, Now there]
were more detauls,

)
I
'
|
i

Anil 30 the news spread, and]

II&PORTERS, EXPORTERS and WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS l

‘DAIMARU BRAND

PACIFIC crrzeN. Gilpos dubile (950-(%55 1ssue

there would be many who would| He launced and kept alive an cmin

grieve. Welly Shibata and Tadao
Kimura in Takyo. They had helped
Jimmic launch the Japanese

_Amcrican Courier in Seattle back

on New Years Day, 1928, Tooru
Kanazawa in New York, Jimnue's
managing odiler of long years.
Takeo Nogaki in New Jersey. To-
shio Hoslide in Washington. D. C.,
friends and pionecras together in
Lthe JACL movement, John Funai,
who goniehow gol type sct on the
ancrent Linotype machine .wn The
Courier’s harkshop. And in Kyolo,
Father Leopold Tibesar, the man
who converted Jimmue to Catholi-
cism with all its imphealions for
e spiritual hife of James Yosbi-
nert Sakamoto

A few months age, Bditor Honda,
prepanng for the PO's hohiday as-
suc
prafide on Jimmie. He had boen
my bosz and wire and good friend

'
asked me to pet topether al

nently unprofilable newspaper to
promote and advance the JACL.
Jimmie's devotion to the "JACL
was like that of a priest to his
church: all other mallers wers
secondary. And that's the way I
tried 1o write {he Sakamole su:ry
for the holiday issue.
L - *

The nicest thing that ever
happrard to Jimmie was bis
mardasge (o Mixns Nishltaal.
She was, and X, a woman' of ex-
cepiional kindnexs, wisdom, pm-

and cournge. She was al-

ayn &t Jimmir's dide. - Thelr
lean years were hard on her, but
1 don't ever remember hearing
her complain. Ax Jimmica
widow she can take comfort In
the knowledss that she was =
tower of nirength in Jimmbe's
darkext hours, that her compan-
fopship made Jimmle™s Hfe morn

fall  more  beeaningtul Nhe

a long ume aga  He was shill my
helped him gain his destiny as

jfrirne. but I hadn't had a chance.

to sev much of hom for ininy! N0 other presaen could de.

yeurs 8o I oweote to Junne (or - * *

updating inforination ‘ Blindness:  that struck  Jimmie
He  rephed pramiptly.  sayving Sakameto an the most vigorous

that f 1t weren't, for the 25¢k an- i of ‘s lfe placed & geo-

niversary of the” JACL, he’waoukl plucal ot on s activities

preafer nol {o be written up in any but faled o quepeh s adven-

Pronunent way Bt request uareseme zpgit Newo his nnssion

was a repiest o he sent mie some here eompletesl, e has em-

noles, Throughout thoxe nates i barked on oA pew adveniure  the

a s o theme  Janmie Rakamo- preatest adventorns T know  he

163 fove and regard for the TACT < with a smrle That would bs
The JACL wasa evervilang in actenistie of  lux andonntable

Jimnaue's hife conrage
Pt dite il et e ol s el Al

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
CONGRATULATIONS, JACL, on your 25th year

MAGGIO AND CO.. INC.

BONDED COMMISSION MERCHANTS
SAIVATORE MAGGIO — TONY MAGGIO - CARMELO MAGGID

792 MARKET COURTY, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

He helped found st

INDIG SAN JOSE
Charles Schwenk Lawrence Garcal
LOS ANGELES WATSONVILLE

Al Takata H. J. MeClintic

m&m&s&m@mm&m
DSIIDN NI DI ENTIEIEITIE |
GREETINGS

The Season Produce Co.
S &H. Packma Co.

WHOULESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES

HENRY KUWAHARA
CITY MARNET
LOS ANGELES 15, CALF.
Richmond 7-0452 1044-1046 San Julian 5t

B e R e e e e e e
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SEASON'S BEST WISHES

MODERN FGOD MARKET

MEAT . FISH . POULTIRY . FRUITS
VEGETABLES — GROCERIES

140 S. San Pedro Phone MA,. 64528 -

fos Angeles 12, California
B BN D B B B SR N SR TN D
Legiieiaeafe g ICnee.
WORRIED? NOT ME! Seqion’s Beyt Wishes
ra wenes HEADLIGHT ASAHI SHOE

and

*DRY GOODS

%1 E Firet C#




