FACT SHEET

LAURELHURST BEACH CLUB

The history of the disc¢riminatory admission policy of the IBC is a long
ones For nearly twenty years, Jewish residents and property owers in Laurel-
hurst haveheen denked membenghdp in-the Besch: Club ﬂm@ all other”é who
own- properhy ﬂ.—n hhb aroa mwto hava bwén amwd- B3

la ‘:'-‘hl Lm is:.a. nbn-tpmﬁ:t &bcd.a'l ormmﬁﬂbn WQM March 215 MB,
with 0o eapltal: s tecks: ( The:IB0roperates & bewsh Lrbbarty and oL hodlely <.
According 40 its by~laws, appliloation for: méhbershiprds Sperr4d ¥LX! biiapﬁ'tw
owners in the area and the only constitutional restriction of membership
conoerns‘ ’bh&»rnm'_ber n:ﬁ fmﬂd.ﬁh-:ﬁxmmm *bslnhg w&he@ml‘f&“ S _
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2. The right to membership in 'bhe 1BC has been and sﬁ.ﬂ.@l !.’a el 0 sed
as a salling point for homes in the area and most real estate ads in the daily
panera Anoludeidn: theatr tnxt “’B&mh: Glub Prin&gﬁ‘s" amm W the” ad'vyantaggs-
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34 Beyeral: Jeviish fa‘n&id.ds Tere original mambers o@% 136 &Hd-remained
membeps fersmaby yeans. On duhe d7,:1939y a'pew;: greatly  inproved: phyeical:
strueture was opensds - Since dhat date;:no’ Jewish -parson: has Peen mce’pted
for membsrship in the Clubs One pre-1939 Jewish member still belbrigs ¥d'theé
LBC, al‘c.hough he is inactive. o o

h. A nemvspapﬁr repor'n of Ju;ne 1939 s'oa’ta& that two. Jemsh ﬂamﬁ.:.es were

i rejected: for:mbabershify insthe 186 by uhinimons deelsion of the boslds- “The-
story quotes of ficers abd membvehs of the board as affirming ébhat Mvé are
barmd ﬁ‘om membership henoeforth; _
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5. Sinee 1939,¢\all Jamsh residewhs aﬁdf pvobar‘@bésmi‘s d.n Iawbelhurst
who have . gpplied for mémborship:in the IBC hawve b!en rejee;t‘éd'ﬁ Ameag those
are the followings

a) In July 1939, Mr. K, was denied memberships He protested in A
lstters to the Seattle Post Intelligencer and to Merville McInnis,
President of the LBC, as well as to other officers of the Club,
without result. He asserted that he had been flatly told it was =
"the policy of the LBC to exclude any further Jewish members", and =«
he was urged by LBC officers to move out of the nelghborhood t.o :
avoid embarassmente _

b) In 1959, a visiting professor at the University of Washington
summer school, who rented in Laurelhurst, objected about the
‘discriminatory practice at the IBC in a letter to the Seattle ;
Times. When he refused to fill in "religion" in the IBC applica- °
tion form, he was denied membership.

¢) In July 195k, Mra Wes property owner in Laurelhurst and father of
three young children, was denied admission to the Club.

d) During that same summer, Mr, Hs application also was rejected
"with regret!, |

e) On May 16, 1955, Mrs Doy a Jewish property owner in Laurelhprst for
the past 12 years, and father of two young boys, had his apnlication
for membership rejected, His application was mada on September 21,
195l and it took 8 months before he received his rejection,
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b4 Over the years, efforts have been made by: mdividuals and by
community organizations to change this discriminatory policy of the Beach
Club without results., In 19Lh9, the Christian Friends for Racial Equality
addressed a letter. 4o the LBC urging them to reverse: their undemocratic
policy, and.requesting that the discriminatory praé¢tice be called to the
attention of the- LBC members.- I\‘o results followed from this 1ettar. '

Also, effori;s haVe been made ’by dlssablsfied members of the LBC to
bring this matter up for discussion durlng the Annual Meatings of the Club,
but without ava.il. , '

- 7. Ovar the years;, complaints were receiv‘ed by tha Antn.-Defamation
League particularly in regard to the harm done to the Jewish as well as to
_ the non~Jewish: children, both of whom were effected by the policy, as thess
children played together- through the nine months of the school year, but
during.the summer were separated because of the discriminatory practices
of the LBC* . . . o S :

In August 1955, Mr, Sam Tarshis, Chairman of the Regional Advisory Bpard
-of the Anti-Defamation League wrote a letter to Mr, lierville VW, licInnis,
Prepident of the LBC, expressing ADL's con@ern over’ the diseriminatory practice
of the'Club, and asking for a meeting with him and his Board. No. rexponse
to this reques’o was received from Mr, McInnis, and after some weeks, the
director of the ADL office called him and was told that he had no intention
of meeting with-the ADL representatives, no.intention to discuss the Club's
policy with any one, and further, he indicated that the Clib. would continue
its discriminatory policys
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