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EL CENTRO DE LA RAZA

The Creation of a Community ..

During the last fifteen yvears, ore of the mast remerkable demographic
changes in Washinglon State histary has taken place, and confinues fo take
place. .. ;

Yakima county since tha 1920's has been amang tha United States' ten
miost productive argriculiural counties. The labor needs of the valley’s grow-
Ing farms have drawn large numbers of marginalized Chicano and Mexicano
workers from the Southwest and Mexlco and more recantly olher Latlno
Political refugess from Central and South America. Many were actively
recrulted and transported by the mushrooming agricultural Industry
throughaut tha stata. In tha mid sixtias a technological revolution followed
on the heels of farmworker strikes, Marches, rallies, hesrings and other ef-
forts o organize a response 1o the deplorabla wages and working conditions,
wera met with brutal beatings, jgilings and deaporations. The technological
changes replaced hands on ferm after farm while herbicides took over the
weeding and other labor intensive work. Through the 1250's, 60's and ¥{'s,
farm labarers wha had migrated to thizs slate decided to stay, to "setlle out™.

With the number of farm fabor jobs decreazing year by year, increesing
numbar of the new rasidents were compellad to mowe to the urban areas to
find work, notably Yakima, Spokane, and the Puget Sound. In the 1850's, the
Boeing Company offered twice the farm wage rate for unskilled or seml-
skilled work. This and other incentives mada Intersiate 30 fram Yakima Valley
and other areas to Sesttle the most popular migration route in the siate.

Marmy of the people migrating to urban areas were unable to make a
haliway decent living in the city, as had baan the casze in the agriculiural
areas. In 1970, in response to strong community struggles, an English as a
Second Language Program was establizhed at Seattle Central Community
College, gearad fo arent aur people 1o survive in a hostile anvironmant. This
program formed the nuclews around which El Centro de la Razg, "the center
for the people”, was founded In Oclober, 1972,






