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For the MECHA Newopaper, April 15, 1974
A puasi-Role Madel for the Chicano Graduate and Professional
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Recently, the Chlcqna Graduate and Professional Student Organ-
ization once again heramn nasceutnangr:1ts demise two years ago,
Present 1y, attempts are heing P to establish a Chicano
AlJumni Association, The importance of these organizations should
be obvious to all of the Chicano students and alumni of the Univer-
sity, ye?%heir very survival is dependent on the participation and
contributions of all the Chicano graduate and professional students
and the alumni - nae., There are approximately seventy Chicano
graduate students on the campus and at the last meeting of the
Ch,Gu6P,5.0., only ten of these were prpsﬁ?t iy %wgfcuses for not
attending, as usual, were varied, but those exp@oted The same
disease that killed the old Ch,G,&P,S5,0. would seem to now be afflic-
tinag the present organization. The purpose of this article is not
to castigahe or even intimidate but teo -attempt to explain why we
need to qget invoalwved at these levels,

What is the role of the Chicano graduate or professional stu-
dent? Is it a perfunctory rcle of obtaining the M., A,, Ph, D.,

M, D. or LA, B, without giving consideration to the obstacles that
have prohibited the majority of our gente from reaching even the
lowest levels of what is termed higher education? Most of us are
here as tokena of this and other universities' attempts to pacify

our brothers and sisters of the late 60's and early 70's who spent
countless @#f#hours marching, writing up demands, sitting-in, taking-
over, being encarcerated, etc., etc., Unfortunately, many of us

feel that we are here, in our present positions, sotely¥ because of
our individual strivings, merits and achievements,

By wvirtue of being graduate and professional stuvdents, we have
the clout to utilize this university to improve the educational
opportunities, legal hassles, medical care, labor problems, etc.,
de nuestra raza, If we acknowledge that these problems are indeed
extant, then it must be maintained that if properly organized we are
in a propitious position to combat those institutions, specifically









