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Introductory/Conclusive Essay Lesson Plan

Aligned to Grade 7 GLEs

Targeted Length: Two 30-minute class periods, plus homework time, 

plus time spent on other lessons found on the site (optional)

Created by Stacey Joyce, M.Ed., Multi-Cultural Education

	Objective:

	Students will personalize Seattle’s Civil Rights struggle by relating it to socially-oriented goals in their own lives.


	Introduction for teachers:

	  The purpose of this lesson is to serve as an anchor for any of the other lessons found on our website.  By offering students and introductory and conclusive activity that relates Seattle’s civil rights struggle to their own goals for their lives and their communities, students will leave the unit feeling empowered to enact change in the same manner that earlier civil rights activists have done.

  We highly recommend that the essay be assigned in conjunction with one of the other lessons on our site, or a lesson of your own.  The T-Chart and introductory essay would be assigned first.  Work on another unit comes next.  The conclusive essay will wrap up the unit.


	Materials Needed:

	The following worksheets can be downloaded from (web address)

1: Introductory Essay Writing Prompt Worksheet

2: Introductory Essay T-Chart

3: Conclusive Essay Writing Prompt Worksheet


	Products Produced:

	At the end of the unit, students will have filled out a T-chart, written one 1-2 page response and written one 2-3 page essay focused on self- and community-empowerment.


	EALR’S:

	1.1 Understands key ideals and principles of the United States, including those in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other fundamental document

1.4 Understands civic involvement.


	Grade 7 GLEs:

	1.4.1 Understands the effectiveness of different forms of civic involvement.

1.1.2 Analyzes the relationship between the actions of people in Washington State and the ideals outlined in the State Constitution.


