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School Segregation in Seattle DBQ
Use 3-5 of the documents below to respond to the following:

Compare and/or contrast school segregation in the southern United States with school segregation in Seattle.

	Document # A: Southern Jim Crow laws

Source: http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm

	Separate schools shall be maintained for the children of the white and colored races. Mississippi

Separate free schools shall be established for the education of children of African descent; and it shall be unlawful for any colored child to attend any white school, or any white child to attend a colored school. Missouri

Any instructor who shall teach in any school, college or institution where members of the white and colored race are received and enrolled as pupils for instruction shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for each offense. Oklahoma

[The County Board of Education] shall provide schools of two kinds; those for white children and those for colored children. Texas


	Document #B: Brown v Board

	Brown v. Board

Segregation of white and Negro children in the public schools of a State solely on the basis of race, pursuant to state laws permitting or requiring such segregation, denies to Negro children the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment -- even though the physical facilities and other "tangible" factors of white and Negro schools may be equal. The "separate but equal" doctrine adopted in Plessy v. Ferguson has no place in the field of public education


	Document #C: Excerpt from Brooke Clark, The Seattle School Boycott of 1966.

http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/school_boycott.htm

	The problem of segregation in Seattle was very easy to identify, as it was across the entire country.  But the solution was very complex. De facto segregation—in which public spaces were supposedly integrated but housing and employment discrimination still confined African Americans to certain poor neighborhoods—was the problem in the north. This kind of segregation—different from the explicit prohibitions in the South— proved difficult for supposedly liberal Seattleites to acknowledge or take action to remedy. When interviewed by the Seattle Times, one black Seattle resident commented that, “The biggest fault most Negroes find with the Seattle white-power structure is that it doesn’t seem to recognize the problem even exists.” 


	Document #D: Segregated Housing Covenants

http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/display.cgi?image=segregated/schmidt-black-1960.jpg

	Queen Anne      1930

No person or persons of Asiatic, African or Negro blood, lineage, or extraction shall be permitted to occupy a portion of said property, or any building thereon; except domestic servants may actually and in good faith be employed by white occupants of such premises.

1928  S. Lake City

No person of African, Japanese, Chinese, or of any other Mongolian descent shall be allowed to purchase, own or lease said real property or any part thereof.

1926   Sammamish

…nor shall any part thereof, be used or occupied by any person of the Malay or any Asiatic race or descent, or any person of the races commonly known as the Negro races, or of their descent, and the grantee, his heirs, personal representatives.... excepting only employees in the domestic service on the premises of persons qualified hereunder as occupants and users and residing on the premises...


	Document E: Segregated Seattle Map, 1960.

http://faculty.washington.edu/gregoryj/civilrights/display.cgi?image=segregated/schmidt%20black%201960.png


	Document F: Fact Sheet on Seattle Schools

Produced by proponents of the Seattle Schools Boycott, 1966

	DE FACTO SEGREGATION IN SEATTLE SCHOOLS


Elementary (9.1% of total elementary enrollment is Negro)



Horace Mann-95% Negro, Leschi—89% Negro, Harrison—83% Negro, 


Minor—80%, Madrona—79%, Coman—76%, Stevens—45%


Junior High

Approximately 80% of all Negro Junior High School Students attend two schools; Washington, with 66% Negro enrollment and Meany, with 49% Negro
enrollment. There are 16 Junior High Schools in Seattle.

Senior High

Garfield is attended by 75% of all Negro High School students; 52% of the total enrollment there is Negro


	Document #G: Seattle Boycott Flyer, 1966.

http://faculty.washington.edu/gregoryj/civilrights/display.cgi?image=boycott/boycottflyer%20lg.jpg


	SEGREGATION IN EDUCATION, BECAUSE OF RACE, IS BOTH ILLEGAL AND IMMORAL.  THE SEATTLE SCHOOL BOARD HAS BEEN BREAKING THESE LAWS FOR TWELVES YEARS BY OPERATING SEGREGATED SCHOOLS. CORE, NAACP, AND CENTRAL AREA COMMITTE ON CIVIL RIGHTS ASK PARENTS TO PLACE THEIR MORAL COMMITMENT AND PARENTAL CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE OF THEIR CHILDREN ABOVE COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REGULATIONS FOR TWO DAYS OF PROTEST. WE CAN BREAK THE VICIOUS AND EVIL SYSTEM OF SEGREGATION.


	Document #H: Letter to Seattle School Board, 1966.

http://faculty.washington.edu/gregoryj/civilrights/display.cgi?image=boycott/CACRC%20Letter%20to%20School%20Board%20lg.jpg

	


February 23, 1966

Dear Sirs,

    The memberships of the Seattle Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the Central Area Committee for Civil Rights have voted…to ask all parents of Seattle school children to refrain from placing their children in attendance at school on March 31, and April 1, 1966 to protest racial segregation in the Seattle Public Schools.

    Our decision to call for this action was not easily, or lightly made.  However, after years of discussion with school officials, after watching schools in the Negro community become increasingly segregated, after realizing that the increase in population is constantly exacerbating the problem, we feel that we must act now while there is still a potential for solving the problem.

The kind of citizens we develop in Seattle is largely determined by the education they receive as children. As the U.S. Supreme Court stated, a separate education is unequal education-for both black and white.  This condition we are determined to combat.


