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‘Hey Chief, | hear you're
poking for black policemen’




BLAGK
PANTHERS ON
THE PROWL

by Patrick Dowglos

The address. could hardly &
posing. The numerals over the nams
way on 34th Avenue read 1125
right of the doorway is & plate-gless
filled with posters of angry-locksss
men, and behind the window =2
foot room that contains thres
desks, a small sterea set and & =
machine. During mogt of the day, 2
Is seldom inhabited by more thes
five people, The anonymity of thess
ig, however, misleading, for at ==
serve a5 a meeting place for membess
local chapter of the Black PanthesS
growing national organization C
so0n Lake over the leadership of o=
ingly violent Megra revolution

The Heatile Black Panthers o
being last spring alter three mili
were arrosted for leading a sit-in 288
High School on March 28 Althe
than 75 students had participates 8
demonstration, indictments wers
ugainat only five, including Asros §
Carl Miller and Larry Gossett, all of
were members of the Black Studess
al the U, of W, and of the Stud




oordinating Committee (SNCC),
B the same get-tough behavior that has
8= 8is handling of other explosive racial
W=eatfle, September, 19681, King
& Frosecutor Charles O, Carroll asked
be set at $1,250 for Dixon and at
B for Miller and Gossett—a request
] Justice Court Judpe Evangeline
dily complied. The next day, attor-
gee the defendants filed n writ of
‘eorpus, arguing that the establish-
such  high levels of bail was a
of both the state and federal
E=tin Presiding Judge Frank James
gerior Court apgreed to hear their
L and al the conclusion of the hearing,
gmsed  all the defendants on their
recognizanee”’—an action which
® wild applause from the predomi-
} Black audience and which, according
Emed sources, threw the county pros-

ato i rage.

medintely after their release [rom jail,
nd Miller—along with Dixon's young-
r, Elmer, and another SNCC mem-
& J. Brisker—{lew to San Francisco.
£ they attended the Western Regional

-,

Black Youth Conference, which decided that
SNCC  would merge with the recently
formed Black Panther Party. On the second
day of the conference, the Tour Seattle
blacks took a bus over to Oakland to attend
the fuperal of Bobby Hutton, a vyoung
Panther who hsd been shot by Oakland
police, and that night they heard an address
by Robert Seale, who, along with Huey
Mewton, had organized the Oakland Pan-
thers some 18 months earlier, “Seale was
very angry about the shooting of Hutton,”
recalls Dixon, “and his sugdestion that we
stop talking and start acting made quite an
impression on everyone. After he had fin-
ished speaking, the four of us decided to
start a Black Panther Party in Seattle,”
Arcund the end of April, Seale himsell
Mlew up to Seattle to give his official blessing
to the fledgling chapter. He appointed Aaron
Dixon “‘captain’’ and, in addition, appointed
representatives to recruit members from the
U, of W.-and from Garfield and Franklin
High Schools. ‘Before he left,” says Dixon,
“he gave me a stack of things to read, such
a5 France Fanon's Wretched of the Eorth,
Mao Tge Tung's Red Book, and Che Gue-
vara’s Guerille Warfare.” For the next
month, Dixon and hizs “brathers’ drummed
up support in the schools and on the street
corners, and toward the end of May they
keld & public meeting in a warehouse at the
corner of 28th: and Madizon. The meeting
was attended by 52 young blacks—"a good
many more,” says Dixon, "“than I had
expectod.” Less than a month after this
meeting, the Panthers moved into their
present headquarlers on 34th Avenue.

L

On the right-hand wall of these guarbers iz
o cartoon which, as well os any other gsingle
document, describes the policies of the
Black Panther Party-ond which, in more
gendral termas, revenls why this pas! sum-
mer's rocial violence was so different from
that of the prévious year. The drowing shows
a yourng hlock being apprehended by o pair
of wellarmed  “pigs" (the Ponther ferm for
policemen, whose physiognomy, in Panther
caricatures, always looks decidedly porcine).
Megnwhile, just around the corer, a trio of
heavilty armed Panthers is coming te his
rescue. “No more riofs," reods the crvplic
caption. "Two's and three's."

This cartoon, like others posted in the
heodguarters, was clipped from The Black
Panther, o bi-weekly newspaper published of
the party’s headguarters in Oakland. (The
paper has not appeared in recenl months
because most parly leaders are in jail.) In
addition fo providing o renning account of
the Panther-versus-pig batile in the Oalland
area, the publicotion serves as an otgon of
general revolutionary prapaganda:

We start with the basic definition [reads

a “Black Paper” by Eldridge Cleaver, the

party’s Minister of Information, a member

of the stalf of Remports Magezine and the

authar of Sowd on Tee—Searile, Tune, 1968}

thut black people in Americs are & colonized

people in every sense of the term and that
white America |3 an organized Imperialist
farce holding black people in colonial bond-

ape. From this definition our task becomes

clearer; what we nesd is o revolution in

the white mother country and national
liberation For the Black calany.

The actual methods of this revolution are
suggested in the paper’s account of an
incident in Pittsburgh, California, in which o
half-dozen white policemen—whom the Pan-
thers regard simply as occupation froops—
were wounded by sniper fire, "“Their up-
rising.”" reads the occount, “put six honkies
fthe militont Negro's dersive name for
whites] out of eommission; only one broth.
er was injuréd; and no black people were
killed. From now on, planned, organized
rebellion s the only way we carry on our
repolution.”

The goal of this revolution is thearetically
spelled out in the party's Ten-Point Pro-
gram—which demands such sleps oz “an
immediate end to police brulality,” as well
as ¢ “Lnifed Notions-supervised plebiscite to
be held throughout the black colony, . . for
the purpose of defermining the will of binch
people gz to their netional destiny—but a
more coherent description of the pariy's
immedinte aims i contained in o monthly
Review sent oul from Oaklond lost June:

It scems 1o us |says the Review] that
black power, while perhaps lacking the
emotional appeal of nationalism, can be-
come an extremely important unifying force
around which a program embracing both
reform and revolution can be worked oul,
Such & program would have to include two
interreloted aspects: First, o demand for
cimmplete black control over all the institu-
tions which acteally function in the ghet-
to—palice, schools, businesses (the latter,
incloding rental housing, should be taken
over by cooperatives rather than by private
businessmen), Second, o lurge WEA-type
program to provide jobs ot decent wages for
all who peed them, . ..

One  final - question]the Review  cane
cludes| : if sigmificant succeszes were g
chieved through a program of this kind,
would the resalt not be to turn the whole
black movement into reformist channels and
purge it of its Tevolutionary charscter? The
danger of course exists. But, . It should not
he oversstimated. . . United States blacks
are in-a very real sepse part of the Third
World which can survive and develop only
by carrying through o the end the revols
tionary. people’s wir against United States
imparialism.

L]

Aaron Dixon, the 19-vear-old captain of
the Seattle Panthers, does not like to talk to
reporters—or, for that matter, to anyvone.
Seated in a booth in Bob's Cafe, located at
12th and Madison, he sprawls his six-foot,
cat-like frame down the length of the bench
and oceasionully picks up a copy of the
Sunday P and turns  absentmindedly
through the pages,

It is not that Dixon is intentionally rude,
According to Tom Gayton, a black law
student at the U. of W. who, this past
summer, managed the ACLU's new office in
the Central Avew, “Dixon is a very sensitive
person who has become involved in the
Panthers out of his deep concern for his
people. He really feels that all blacks are his

conéfnued
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PANTHERS contimued

hrothers""

Like many revolutionaries, the Panther
captain does not come from the bottom of
the economic ladder. (Huey Newton, who
completed a year of law school, has a similar
hackground.) Born in Chicago, Dixon moved
to Seattle at the age of nine, and todsy he
lives with his family in a comfortable, if
modest, white two-story house on 33rd
Avenue, about two hlocks away [rom the
Panther headquarters. Dixon's father, a
pleasant, soft-spoken man of 44, works as an
fllustrator at Boeing, and this fall Dixon
begins his second year az an English major at
the 1. of W, He confirms thut part of the
money {or his education is being supplied by
a 5200 poetry scholarship awarded him by a
local Negro women's group, bul he is loath
to talk about his literary pursuits—or about
his activities as a revolutionsry, All informa-
fion must be elicited by direct and pointed
guestions:

REPORTER: Does the SBeattle Black Panther
Party still keep in close touch with the
parent group in Oakland?

DIXON: Oh sure,

REPORTER: How iz this done?

DIXON: I fly down there every coupls of
weeks, or sometimes 1 go to New York,
REPORTER: To talk about party strategy?
DIXON: Yes.

REPORTER: Bome people have said that
during this past summer the Seattle Panthers
tried to cool it. Is thal true?

DIXON: No. That story was invented by the
white press.

REPORTER: Well, what did you do?
DIXON: We marely tried to teach the people
the proper method of revolution.

(The reporter recalis the following scene:
It is early July and a Panther cally is being
held on the steps of Garfield High School,
One of the Panther leaders is speaking over a
microphone in protest against the conviction
of Dixon, Gossett and Miller in the Franklin
sit+in trial; gathered around him is a group of
about 150 young blacks and, on the edge of
the crowd, a couple of ACLU lawyers,
Spddenly, there is a terrific orash, and the
crowd torns to see a group of teenagers al
the Bulldog Drive-In acroes the street throw-
ing rocks at a TV newswagon.,

{"Look at those stupid kids!™ yells the
Panther speaker, almost in tears. “Thay're
just going to get shot by the pigs. IT you're
ready to fight, don't throw rocks in broad
duylight; pet yourself a gun and go out at
might!™)

REPORTER: Your organization was orig-
inally called the Black Panther Party for
Sali-Defense, Is it skill designed only for
defense, or might yvou eventually take the
offengive?

DIXON: As Huey has explained, the panther
nevar attacks first, but when ho is backed
into & corner, he will strike back viciously,
REPORTER: Then I suppose it all depends
on how you define ‘backed into a corner.’
DIXON: Yes, You see, we've been backed
into o cormer for the last 400 years, so
anything we do now is defenzive,

oting Panthers stand guard
=i meeling hald in
==at Central Area house,

REFPORTER: Ower at your headsg
vesterday, 1 heard someone mention
side activities.” What arve they?

DIXON: Well, suppose this restaurans =
up one night and nobody saw whe &8
That would be a guiet-side activits.
the way to fight a revolution.

and Freedom Party, but I don't think
S S are veady o join up with us. Belore
S8 S happen, you peaple have to grasp

t=mecept of armed revolution, and from
= = seen today, all you wanl to dois
= Eeend and talk."

= man in the audience raises his hand,

mon hods in his direetion.
3 you ever heard of democracy?™
-E deleg.ltu
" replies Dixon, “Mo | haven't,”
Seesher hand gneﬂ up, “1 think wou
remember,'" savs a white-haired man
Everett, 'that this organization is
the Peace and Freedom Party, All of
ik about violence sounds very re-
jon leans angrily toward the micro-
“And you,” he shouts, "must under-
that political power comes out of the
of a gun, You can't have power nnless
something to back it up!™
dudience bursts into loud—and pro-
applause, and Dixon walks confi-
® back to his seat. A few minutes later,
SS=legates to the conference—with only a
B Sssenting voles—endorse the Panther
251 Eldridge Cleaver for President of

°

Despite the inflammalory nofure &
of their tactics ogainst the white
munify—or ol least of their rhefoms =
Panthers are not racists, The Oaklons =8
ter, for example, recently formed an
with the predominantly white
Freedom Party, enabling the laiter gross
gain enough signotures to place ifs
dales on the California ballot, In ref
this msgistance, the Peace and Freedoms
endorsed a slate of Black Panther g
candidates headed by Eldridge Cleapes :
is running for President of the United 58 T

P .

SCENE: ' A conference ol the Was :__
State Peace and Freedom Party =
basement of the University Mes
Temple, Thire are about 75 defcssSes
attendance, most of them old-line Was
from places like Everell and Olympiz S5
smattering of 3DS-types from the T
Dixon, who was supposed to speak
beginning of the convention but who =55
about an hour late, is sitting off o oee U5, and E.J. Brisker and Panther
along with E.J, Eﬂ.g,}mr and Carl M'@'“‘ = s=aotain Curtis Harris Tor the Washington

The conference is not exactly livels =8 " Lecizlature
most heated discussion so far has been S5 ?
whather the party’s platform should ===
the two major political parlies =8
“Democratic and Republican Partsss™ 8
gsimply as the “Democratic-Repsiies
Party,” the argument [or the latler oo
being that the two groups are so similss &
be indistinguishable,

Finally, one of the delegates insists S5
is_high time to hear from the Panthes="==
the chairman consents, Amid loud appiss
Dixon walks slowly to the microg
looking quite menacing behind o |-
heavy dark glasses.

“The Black Panthers," says Dixon
ready right now to form an alllshce wiss

L]

- T8 Fanthers, of course, hove [itile hope
smmning aony elections; but then, they
B s really need lo. For the underlying
h of the Black Panther Party is bosed
& forees which are for mere prediclable
fhe whim of the volers,

S BRe most gignificant of these forces is
sl A year ago, in an arlicle exam-
the challenge to the established Negro
by the mewly-emerging milifonis
Riotl That Almost Happened,'' Seattle,
I967], thiz writer painted out that
‘modern  social revolutions hove besn
up af a series of well-defined sloges:

covntireed




T i . TS PANTHERS confinued

) firat comes a moderate, middle-class move-

: s g - fi_'_ ment, then a wvislen!, radical “reign of
e b } terror, " and finally, a conservafive reaction
¥ - and partial restoralion of the stalus quo

ante. Moreover, in all the revolulions thai
have occurred since 1917, the radical phase
haz been directed by the szame type of
organizofion—a small, well-troined body of
hardened revolutionaries.

in this country, the moderate, non-
viclent phase of the Negro revolution was
led notionally by The Reverend Martin
Luther King and locally by The Reverend
John Adams, a former eclassmale of King af
Boston  University. But now, Adoms hos
moved o anather city (Watts, no less ), and
King, of course, 15 dead. As u resull, there
exisls, both nationally and locally, o power
vaeuien i the black revolution. Enter the
Panthers.

-
SCENE: The East Madizon YMCA, where
Alfred Cowles, Executive Secretary of the
State Board Against Discrimination, has
called a Black Unity meeting to which all
membaers of Seattle’s Negro community have
been invited. In response, a crowd of more
than 200 people has turned out. Unfortun-
ately they are anything but united. In fact,
the meeting is in chaos. Black-shirted Pan-
thers are shouting at white-shirted lawwyers;
housewives are shouting at Model Cities
officials, Finally, someone proposes that the
group sel up a temporary steering commit
tea, and after a stormy voling session, a
committes chairman is duoly elected. His
name is Aaron Dixon,

L]

“In effect,"" says one Negro who atlended
the meeting, “the Block Establizhment hand-
gd the reing over to the Panthers, repre-
sented by a 19-vear-old boy. [f was a strange
sttuation. The Panthers wanted anly lo hove
a woice in the proceedings, not to lead Lhem,
yvel leadership was forced upon them by the
crowd. The Establishmeni people, on the
olher hand, were motiveted both by a
recognition that the Panthers could no
longer be ignored and by o desire lo give
them just enough rope to hang themselves.'"

As it turned ouwl, the calculations of the
Eglublishmen! members were more righi
fhan wrong. "No sconer had Aaron foken
ouer the mike," continues this source, "'than
he started preaching all thal parly crap
about revolution, and immediately half the
audience tuned him oul The faet i1 tho!
while Agron may be o very romantic figure
to the kids on the street, he does nol yel
fave the maturity, the expertence or lhe
speaking ability to direct and organize lorge
numbers of people. And, in controst o
Oakland, " he odds, ‘‘this is true of Seattle’s
Panther leadership in general, '

The lnck of parly organization is readily
apparent to onyoné uvisiting the Panfher
office, where, in all trulh, very litte seeme
to happen. (This stofement shouwld not be
taken categorically, however, because whern-
euer anyvihing importont is ofoof, while
visitors are always asked (o leove.) Most of
INTIMATE APPAREL the time, the headquariers serve as a sorl of
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PANTHERS continued

indoor streel corner, where the Panthers
hang around, drink Dr. Peppér, slap eoch
other an the shoulder, and generally jusi
enjoy being Fanthers. Meanwhile, grondiose
puarly schemes remain largely anfulfilled: the
palitical compaign iz lagging, o long-planned
syelem for diatributing party leaflets
is gtill not in operalion, and & foghion show
which the female Panthers planned for Sep-
fember I gomelow never quite malerialized.

In a lorger sense, however, the Panthers
may  be important nol so mush for whet
they do es for what they represent, ond in
this sense they hove olready occomplished
guite a Bit. “The Penthers," explaing Tom
Gaylon, the young Negro law student, “ore
the alter ego of every black man in Seattle,
and as such hove served to bring deep-seated
rocial frustrations fo the surfeca, "

“The chief sigmificance of the Panthers,"
adds Mike Hosen, on ACLU oftorney who is
defending Carl Miller in the Franklin gil-in
appeal, “is thaot they hove made all bleck
peaple aware of the racial bios of both the
police department and fthe courts;, thiz ae-
complishment, plug the Panlthers® extremely
militant stand on fhese questions, has hifted
the attiludes of the whole blech community
significantly loward the left. "

Thus, residents of the Central Aren ore
beginning to regard the Panthers quite differ
ently from the way mogt white people
regard them. “Afll the white store owners
around here are scared to death of those
boys," saye Mre. Ruby Robinson, who lives
across the street from the Panther head-
guarters, “but that's sure nof the way 1
feel In foct I sleap real sound now that the
Panthers hove moved in, [ have the feeling
that they're always around and that if they
ever saw onybody trying to breck into my
house, they'd run over and chase him off.””

Other block residents expressed similar
feelings lost month after o group of 15
Panthers—10 of them carrying unloaded
rifles—marched info the office of the principal
af Rainier Beach Jumior-Senior High School

to protest the beating of three
dents by o lorge crowd of whites 3
writing, the school was relatively =8
the atmosphere thers was still 5o les
anything could happen.) "“Fronks
Mrs. John Warren, the mother of on
black students who waer afiocked
this happened I fell the Panthers
the issue of white rocism all oul o
tion, bul row I feel that what the
are doing iz right. They are tryim
people see that the mcial sifuation &
iz much worse Hhan most people 8
"What’s more,” she goes on,
thers have lold my son they ?
profect him, and I really befleve o8
will, I'm beginning fo doubt that B
protected by the police. After this &
I tallkied lo the polrolman on duty S5
he admitted that just before the
broke out, the white bovs involes
crowded araund his car and asked &
he would do if they started a '
‘bunch of niggers.” He said he told £
o do thai because it was againgt (e =
when [ asked him what he did ==
replied, ‘I drove ground the block™
finighed talking te the police
phoned the Panther office ond foll
how grateful §was for whaet they hos @
“"The Black Panthers, " explains
ton, “have become sort of an
protective agency. People come B
with all sorts of problems, rohgies
eviction notices to kids in trouble o
police. There’s o feeling in the phetl
the Panthers ore on the side of the s
and as far as I'm concerned, thix =20
good, " Gaylon's view iz endorsed B
for Courl Judge Charles Z, Smith, &
Establishiment Negro, Al least loe
Smith, “the Panthers have (he poles
developing into a positive foree 8
communily, both politically and S8
If the poteatial which Judge Smilss
the Ponthers iz eventually realized
remson will undoubtedly be the strosss

of g Why 5
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The Panthers, shown herd ina e
honor guard for a funeral, stas
irt the eyes of Cantral Area ch




tion the party holds for young people. The
reasons for this atirection are not hord to
discover. For one thing, the Black Ponthers
are todoy the only significant organization—
with the exception of the campus Black
Student Union—among Negro youngsters
for another, the Panthers' militoney reflects
the increasingly militant stand loken by so
many young people—white ag well gz block—
against the eztablished order. As o result, the
Panthers have become the folk-heroes of the
ghetto, Young kids hang around the head-
quarters: begging for Ponther buitons,
10-vear-old boys dress up in berets and black
leather jockets, and teenage givls tolk about
the Panthers in tones of awe and reverence.

-

Joanne Ellis, a member of the party's
female corps, is voung, effervescent, pretty
and - bright, and as far as she is concerned,
the Panthers are simply “‘very, very beau-
tiful,”" Seated now in a booth in the Pancake
House on Madison Street, she pours a
spoonful of sugar into her cup of coffee and
then reaches up to touch the Panther bution
pinned to the shoulder of her blue knit shirt.

Like mast of the Panthers, Joanne comes
from what 15 penerally termed a “lower-
middle-class background  —her (ather works
as & laborer at Lockheed Bhipvards—and,
like muost black youngsters, she regards the
race guestion differently from the way her
parenis do. “Both of them come from the
Sputh,"” she says “and they've been brain-
washed by the white man—just like every
other black person over 40. My father is a
follower of the teachings of Martin Luther
King, especially his emphasiz on non-vio-
lence and peace, What he doesn’t undeestand
is that in this country, pesce can only come
through war.” She frowns. “That's a bum-
mer, really, but that's the way it is in
Amaerica,

“1 remember last year in school,” she
continues, "there was only one page in the
history book about black people, and all it
tolked about was how much the Nee-gro had
improved himsell since the Civil War and
how much things like sports had done for
the Nee-gro. What a buneh of junk, T used to
get in arpumenis with my white teacher
about this, and he would go into a long
harangue and then I would say five words
and make him look stopid and evervbody
would laugh st him and then he would get
mad and make me stay after schoal.

“Every morning," Josnne goes on, “he
used to make us pledge allegiance to the flag,
but I have this one friend who's & commu-
nigt and he refused to stand up for the
pledge and some of the rest of us stayed
geated with him, and so the teacher decided
that gince we wouldn't pledge allegiance
correctly, we wouldn't do it at all. The next
morning; though, he showed us a film on
patriotism. It showed the typical American
family; a white mother and father and a nice
white bow and girl who all went to a baseball
game, and just belore the game started, they
all stoed up and put their hands over their
hearts and sang the Star Spangled Banner.
How ridiculous can you get? White kids may
feel patriotic towsrds Lheir country, but I
don't feel that I have a countey.”

cartineed




PANTHERS continued

It was this feeling of alienst
Joanne, which prompted her
Panthers. *'T first heard about t
recalls, *“from my older sister B
20 and works at Boeing—uogh. 5
me the Ten-Point Program and. .
very mice, and then we went fo
public meetings they hold Tuesds
Madrona Preshyterian Ghuﬂ:h.,
evening we decided fo join.
wasn't very active, but then T
ing the Program and attending th
the Panther office. Eventually 1
there nmu:l]r every day. The pa
my life.'" i

Surprisingly, though Joanne has &
brothers to whom she is very close
of them is a Panther, "'T don't ks
exactly.” she says, '*but both of &
very bright and very individualistic =
only do things they really want bo s
for example, who's a senior at Frank
got back from a drive down toC
and Clarence, who's 22 i5 sort of
hippie. He spends a lot of time .
Disteiet. I guess they feel the Pan
sort of narrow in their thinking.

“But the party, *" she guickly 8
not a clique, I've slways hated cligs
groups of girls who would get toges
say, ‘Olay, tomorrow we're all go
plaid, or green, or whatever," IT I thes
Panthers hed become a elique, T'd
first to leave.” She hesitates. “Or
She looks down at her eoffes eup, |
still full. *I don't know why 1
coffee, T don't even like it, No, I =
leave. That wouldn’t be very loval
stay and help bring the party back
is right now—a group which tesche _'
love Tor all black people and whicl
win their freedom, "

Eventually, says Joanne, l.h.{s_ L3
require that black people stage
revolution. “I don't know J
ecome,"" she says. "Some people say 8
two, some say live. 1 jost hope
when it does, " -3

Will she hersell fight? 1 don't
she answers. "1 puess when the ne
comes, [1l want Lo have a gon. Righ
don't own one because I could neves
gl home, but mavbe il my sister g
own apartment, 1 can keep one the
thought of il scares me a little ==
never shot a gun before—but 171 has
one eventually. How can you 6
revalution if you don't have a gun

And when the revolution iz owe
will things be like then? “T'm
really,” she says, “'because T don's &
the party teachings on this. Bui T
that when the revolution is over,
fimally have a country. [ don't Em
what it will be like, but wa
country, you and 1."

-

Not all the Panthers are as arfl -__,
Joanme Eilis; in foct, most of them
Yel, in his own way, cach pe 1
exudes much the same reuafuh:q o]
Thind she does.



PANTHERS continued

Membership in the party is open lo any
block person 16 yeors of age or older; the
only aodditional sfipulation is that each
prospective. member own af least one wea-
pon.  (Apparently this requiremen! wos
twaived in the caze of Joanne] At present,
clafims Dixon, the party hes roughly 100
members, but it is doubfful that more than
half of these are active participanis,

Once they have registered with the party
secretary, all new members begin a six-week
training program. Unlike other black nation-
alist groups, the Panthers give scant atien-
tion o the teaching of Negro civilization,
“"Culture is nice,” says Dixon, “but it won't
save your life"; instead, netw recruils devole
their time lo such basic activities as weekly
target practice, as well os lo closses in
“internal education, ™

e
SCENE: The Panther headquarters, whare
one such class is just beginning. E.J, Brisker,
the party's lieutenant of education, is gues-
tioning a group of three girls and five boys
on their attitudes toward the police.

“The trouble,” says a vounpg Garfield
eo-od with a bristling, “natural® hair-do, *'is
that there are so few black people on the
foree, and the few that are are not in touch
with the black people. It's gotten to tho
point where nobody wants to be a pig
anymore. "

“What we need," save one young male,
“i& for bleck people to police the ghetto,
Maybe the city could even pay the Panthers
to do this,"

“Yeah," says Brisker, "“that’s a good idea
But this won't happen tomorrow, Do you
think Mayor Braman iz ready to put Pan-
thers an his payroll?™'

The youth laughs. “Naw man,” he says,
“not him."

“Right," says Brisker, “So what we have
to do, first of all, is to educate the people,
since a lot of them still don't reallze how
bad the pigs are. Why, if one of us were (o
zap [i.e., shoot] a pig tomorrow and then
run into a black man's house, thalt man is
just liable to turn us in. We've got to have it
s0 that we can run into any house in the
ghetto and they will hide us and feed us for
as long as we need Lo stay there—just like the
Viet Cong.""

™

After this initial froining period, the
female members of the party, wha operate
under the command of a capfain named
Moude Allen, devote most of their time o
office work and (o organizing fund-raising
dances. Meanwhile, their male counterparts,
wha by this time hove begun wearing the
Panther uniform of black beret and block
leather jacket and using the closed-figt
Panther salute, devoie their time—in theory
el leasi—to calisthenics and torgel practice.

Given the Panthers” obvious affection for
guns—an affection which borders on fetish-
tsm—many white Sealtleites have eoncluded
that their orgaonization & po more than a
streel gang, o sort of western version of
Chieago's Blockstone Rangers. Thiz iz not
the case. Nearly oll the Panthers, of course,




are Young—the oges vary between I6 arnd
24—but most either attend Garfield High or
the I, of W. or hold o steady job. “The
Panthers,™ soye Mike Rosen, “are not drop-
outs, and they are certainly not hoods. They
are a group Wwith a purpose. They're like the
white students whe marehed off to Missis-
gippi a few years ogo, Like them, the
Panthers have become fed wp with the
rhetoric of their parents because they see it
hasn’t changed anything They believe that
change will be produced only by the threat
of violenee.

Tom Gaylon, the voung Negro law stu-
dent, holds a similar view. “The Black
Fanthers,”" he says, “ore not inlellectually
inclined; they are o purely ociivist orgon-
ization. You will never hear people in the
Panther headguarters discuss melophysical
theories of revolution. "

Thiz impreszion iz borme oul in conver-
sations with individual party members. In-
variably, the dislogue becomes a Panther
monologue mode up af the standard set of
party phrases: “the rocisl dog pig. . . the
white rocist system . . . political power
through the barrel of a gun . . . the
Ten-Point Program . . . educating the masses

. undying love for all black people . . .
peace through war . . _ " ete,

Yet, in a lorger senmse, fo accuse the

Panthers of being non-intellectual iz fo ac-
cuge them on grounds that are mostly
irrelevant. In foet, the chorccteristics which
malke the Panthers legs thon foscinating as
individuals—that is, their singlemindedness,
their repetitiousnesz and their pepehant for
oversimplification—are exactly those which
make them potentiolly so effecltive as revolu-
tionaries, .
SCENE: The Madrona playground, just
down the street from the party’s head-
quarters, where a group of 25 Panthers is
drilling, The following day they will form
hall the honor guard at the funeral of a
Panther who was shot by another black man
following & guarrel. As Jimmy Davis, an
ex-serviceman, begins barking commands, a
light rain staris to Falfl.

“Panthers!, , . Atten-hut! . . . A-bout foce!
.o+ Left foce! . . . Right foee! . .. A-bout
face! . . . A-bout focel . . . Forward March!
Hut, two, three, four, hut, two, three, Tour.
Column left . , . Mareh! . . . Hul, two, three,
faur sl

For more than an hour the Panthers
march up and down the playground, which
eventually becomes an ocean of mud, Final-
Iy, Davis marches the :quad onto a paved
area and brings it to a hall. As he does so,
there is a fash of lightning and a loud clap
of thunder, snd the light rain becomes a
downpour,

‘“Panthers! . . . Pa-rade rest!™

Ag Davis walks back a few paces, Aaron
Dixon steps forward to address the group.
Tha rain is coming down in great sheets now,
but nobody makes a move to break ranks.

YT see,'” shouts Dixen, leaning forward to
make himself heard, “that some of the
brothers who were supposed to be here
today did not show up—they're off some-
where jiving. The Black Panther Party,” he
continues, “cannot have people who go ofl

condinued on page 57




inued from page 47

arsh militarism
il furns off
oK intellectuals

s they're supposed to be drilling.
E o be disciplined. Right?"

#ames the reply.

z= the soldiers of the Black Libera-
¢, and this is the only army vou
= Is that right?

you, Is that right?"

 might?"
'_ - I t?:l

-
sciice of such harsh militarism—o
ghi oul of the Armv's basic
Fegram—is, of course, onother ex-
for the party's lack of appeal to
ecfuals, ' would imagine, ' sove
2, “that this is why Carl Miller,
* Seatlle head of SNCC wnd a
&F the U. of W. Block Student
= Larry  Gossetl, the Union's
gional coordingtor, are seldom
#8e Panthers. They're not af afl
he sound of marching feet "
Sess, it would be .o mistake to
there 8 any sorl of schism
e Bieel Panther Porty and the
at Linion; in foct, the reverse is
Srigker, the parly's lewtenant of
Jfor example, is the head of the
8= U of W, and Aaron Divon and
J er, as well asa number of other
: aunch Union members.
2 & few weeks," points owl Robert
. a Panther who entered the U, of
= the Black Student Union this
concep! of o party-union allisnce
sanded with the establishmeni of
al Garfield and Franklin High
ke members of thede chapters will
wbers of the Black Panther Party,
® school administrations do not
r demands-say, for the teaching of
&y and culture—then the Panthers
® =il step in. "' Meanwhile, at the [,
B School, an organization of block
ts is being formed af the instiga-
Gayton, whose copsin, FPhilip
@ recently assumed his duties as
Sezro member of the Ul's football
#aff and oz an assistan! to the [z
Sent for community relations.
e~ savs Tom Gayton, "we will
‘enoperation  with the BSU, ond
will ke working closely with
It could be a formidable

o= indecd. In effect, the University
e o pool of infellectual lendership,

cosiinue




PANTHERS continued wt the same ingredients are clearly

me of these ingredients is the
tice (borrowed from Oakland)
ally following police cars around
» and then stepping out into the
ens=ver the policemen stop to gues-
sgro.  “Our purpose,” explains
merely to prevent police bru-
to advise the suspect of his
the police do not regard the
=ith such equanimity, for recently
=ar to have been harassing the
3t every turn.
v cummun police tactic is “satur-
u ling"" of the area around Panther
ers “I'\rn been living in this house
= years," says Mrs. Ruby Robinson,
rho lives across the street from the
e, “and up until recently I used to
poe three or four police cars a day.
= the Panthors moved in, I've seen
police’ cars—in fact, one day 1
® = total of 66. Lately, this practice
ed gome because so many of us
shborhood have complained, but
of carg patrolling this street is
eslously high,"
Stion patrolling is only the most
= form of police harassment. The
wct forms are employed against the
= themselves. For example, one even-
» Curtis Harris, the co-captain of

and the Panthers will provide a
in the ghetlo—as well as more bise
for the U of W, Avers one Ponther
revolutionary’s dream, "’

It Is unlikely, of courge, that A
ever witness a full-scale black :
The growing Negro middle class 58
to any such development, end show
revolt break out, white society = 3
tionably strong enough to crusf
may well occur, however, is gn oulss
small-scale, urban guerilla warfore |
the biogk middle elass mighl give pos
even aclive support, and ogoinst =%
white society would find it
defend itself—unless, of course,
were prepared fo employ Vietnom
home and lhereby “destroy the =
order to save them, "'

Mozt Black people feel that the liss
of such an outbreak depends alimos 2
on the actions of white peaple. If 8
majority accepls the present block
with a messure of wndersione
possible—just possible—rhat the Negs
lution can break the historicol pes
violence and proceed in a peaceful 8
If, however, white saciety deals
the black militants, the inevitable
be not “law and order’’ but a dizzyes

of violence. Unfortunately, the whise Panthers and a brotherin-law of

ity's presenl course of action—und. & - oAty :
ally, its reaction to the growth of "qn:ﬂrfgnutgzr ;Emh:f f&i“ﬂ'l

Panthers—seems almost designed tﬂ Bibat he was being. followsd by a

a rociol conflagration. == ““When we stopped at a red light,”
- i : “they pulled up beside us and

The most likely spot for the B ood look at our faces, and then
break of violence is Oakland, Se light changed, they followed us
Panthers have been involved in o 8 putil we turned into the parking lot
battle with police ever since m the Blue Post Tavern at Madison
'll_lrlb?pl.iun. At present, thers are twe @." The four Panthers then entered
eélébres among Oakland Panthers: o =, but a short time later, following a
shooting of Bobby Hutton, the ofSs e incident between a white customer
recent conviection of Huey Newis . Negro, they left the tavern and
voluntary mansiaughter. = 10 their car.

The shooting of Hutton occums three minutes later,' says Harrls,
April 6 (two days alter the assassi Bem pig cars arrived on the scene, but
Martin Luther King) when Oak ] g of converging on the tavern, they all
after the wounding of two of th - g2 sround us. In one of the cars were
men by an “as yet unidentified 28 pigs who had followed us earlier
cornered a group of nine Panthers in® g. The pigs,” Harris continues,
frame house. Afler police had - us out of our car, and then they
houge with lear pgas, the Panthers _ t= zearch it. In the glove compartment
surrender, and the 17-year-old Huties sund o small pocket knife about two
ped through the door. RHeportedly, _' 5alf inches long, and behind the back
then yelled, “He's got a gun!™ and ey found a short piece of rubber hose
shol him dead, only to discover late =y kid had been playing with that
had been unarmed. Two of the ot son.” Following these discoveries,
thers, including Eldridge Clea e mgm and charged with carry-
wounded, and all eight survivors are &8 - aled weapon® and a * dangerous
Iv a';.raiting trial on charges of L H_.; trial has been set for the
murder, E of this

The arrest of Newton tock g == DLI;T:: had similar experiences.

Oetober after paolice had stopped hss :
- arrest d last Decembe
O e s v R e i, %

ed oulside, a pun battle erupted is ned. ‘] had attended a dance at the
Newton was wounded and one pss Madison YMCA," recalls Dixon, “and
Wis !uc!liml. At present, Newton's com - ﬁuwd wiis leaving, some of the
is being appealed, and the Oakland B per kids started throwing rocks at cars.
vow that il his appeal is denjed, “the f.__ Digs arrived, everbody ran except

#'t run—and sinece 1 was wearing a

the limit.” . <
The situation in Seattle is not ¥ Sscket, they took me in”

continued




PANTHERS confinued

“On the way to the statios
continues, ‘‘they called me ‘hass
‘motherfucker,” and said they had =
waiting for something like this to ke
a long time. Then one of them -_'
wished 1 would say something smss
could kill me."” When they
station, Dixon was charged with * i
riot""~later changed to ‘‘loud :md. 2
behavior”—but when the case ea
the judge suspended action pre
Dizon stay out of trouble for th
months.

Dixon did not, of course, *
trouble.” Less than three mon
was arrested in connection with - 3
sit-in, and on June 13, Dixon, s
Larry Gossett and Carl Miller, =
puilty of unlawful assembly. O
Judge James Dore gave each uf =
maximum sentence of six mond
This case is now being appaa]ml{
set for the 22nd of this month), i
Dore’s decision is upheld, Dixon
only have to serve this mntenné, =
to court to stand trial for “loud =
terous behavior.” |

Toward the end of July, D
apprelended on & more serious e
the afternoon of Monday, July
policemen entered the Panther hesss
and arrested both Dixon and
though Prosecutor Carroll, who b 'f
the action, informed the press
mediately that the pair was be
for possession of a stolen ty
delayed filing charges in Supmﬂr Ce
the following day. The next mao
was released, and Dixon was ol
grand Inmanyi Judge Story Bird
plied with Carroll’s request that b
£3,000,

The typewriter in question iz o
supposedly disappeared from the l
services center around the middle o
any case, il is unclear just how ¢
knew they would find it at F :
quarters; some officers claim &=
tipped off by an anonymous infor
the Panthers themselves assort that &
to Dixon's arrest, the police broke is
headquarters, stole more than 100 =
ship cards and took down the serisl 2
of all the typewriters. Then, the ' 1
police simply checked these numbess
those on the department’s list of
goods, Dixon, for his part, does 2
that the typewriter might have bess
he merely points cut that the
like all the other articles in ¢
office, was donated by reside
Central Ares and that he had
knowing about its origins

An hour or so after the a =
and Harriz, word went cut from the !
office that unless both were relem
“the sky is the limit.”" Upon he:
threat, Dixon immediately diet:
sage to his lawyer, William L.
that night the message was rem!
which the Panthers held on the 3



Garfield High. "To say that the sky is the
limit," went the messige, “is & beaotiful
thing—if we can back it up. But as it is, we
will only jeopardize the lives of masses of
black people. Remember that it took the
Oakland Panthers nine months of organizing
before they were able to make this threat
Many of us here in Beattle will have to go to
juil before we are ready.” Dixon's admoni
tion undoubtedly helped to cool the ghetto,
but even so, nine people—including seven
policernen—were injured by rocks and gun-
[ire before the night was over.

"Seattle's low E;fommnt officials, ™
says Tom Gayton, “are familior with a few
Panther leaders, and they think that if they
ean breck these people, they will hove bro-
ken the Panthers and the whole militont
movement. But what they don't reslize iz
that without the moderating influence of
these few leaders—and especiclly of Agron
Dixon—things would be a lot worse The
yvounger kids, especially, are willing to go fo
any lengthe—including the odoption of a
‘ill or be Rkilled' policy—and they are very
impatient. "

Givern the explosive potentiol of the
present gituation, then, the obiious guestion
is what can be done. First of oll if i=
imperative that fudges who are irying coses
involving black militonts loke o more bal-
anced view of their task; clearly, imposing o
gix-month jeil seritence for steging o minor
git-in iz excessive, (An even more basic couse
of racial infustice in the courfs—the condbet
of the Prosecuting Altorney—iwes covered in
lost month's Seatile Magazine, )

Also criticized by the Panthers—and in no
uncertain termg—is PFolice Chief Frank
Ramon. The Panthers aore not alone in
bitterly attacking him. This August, during o
closed meeting between Moyor Broman and
30 of the older, “esfablishmant" Negroes
{no militants were invited, explained Bro-
man, becouse he was already familiar with
their views), Dr. Jomes E. Moore, o Negro
dentizt, demanded Ramaon’s remouval, and he
was immediptely supporfed by Waller
Hundley, head of the local Model Citiez
program, and by Donald Phelps, prineipal of
Bellevue Junior High Schoeol Not o word
was spoken n Ramon's defense; in foct, the
Negroes urged that the police department be
revamped from top to bottom. According fo
Aaron Dixon, however, it is doubtjul that
even  such sweeping changes os these—
asguming that they are mode af all—wiil
came in time fo avert more violenece.

-

It is late afternoon now in Bob’s Cafe,
and Dixon, obviously tired of the interview,
iz lying almost prone in the booth.
REPORTER: Just one more guestion,
Aaron, Huey Newton was quoted in the New
York Times Moguzine last year as saying he
was cerfain that before long he would be
killed. Do wou have the same premonition?
DIXON (raizsing up on his elbow just enough
to peer over the tabletop): All revolution-
aries know they will be killed, 50 one day
soon, I will die, too.
REPORTER: Are vou afraid?
DIXON: No. o




