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PEARL WARREN, SEATTLE INDIAN CENTER DIRECTOR, RESIGNS‘

Pearl Warren, Executive Director of the Seattle Indian Center since it
opened in 1959, has resigned that position as of February l. Mrs. War-
ren, a Makah Indian, will continue in Indian work. -

Mrs. Warren opened the Indian Center in 1959 with the assistance of a
group of dedicated church women and the then very small American Indian
Women's Service League. After lobbying for Indian groups in the Wash-

- ington State Legislature, Mrs. Warren, Mrs. Betsy Trick and Dr. Erna

Gunther, then head of the Department of Anthropology at the University
of Washington, conceived the idea of an Indian Center in Seattle as a
social center for urban Indians and a half-way house for assisting In-
dians coming to the city for the first time from reservations and Alas-
ka villages.

The real impetus for the Center came after Mrs. Warren spoke to a meet-
ing of United Church Women. With the assistance of Rev. Lemuel Peter-
son and Mrs. Myrtle Solberg a letter was directed to service organiza-
tions throughout the county. An enthusiastic response came from church
groups of all denominations and faiths. Within a short time the Sorop~
tomist Club had guaranteed one year's rent for such a Center, and the
church women and Service League members had collected enough pledges
and money to open the first Center on lst Avenue and Bell Street in
Seattle. Though small, drafty and leaky, the building housed the Seat-
tle Indian Center until it moved to its present quarters in an old

- church building on the corner of Stewart and Boren in 1964.

Community interest in the Center has been excellent from its inception,
and only a few months after it opened it was accepted as a UGN agency.
Special funding from the American Friends Service Committee and later
the United Scholarship Fund made it possible to hire an educational
counselor, a program that developed into the Upward Bound program for
the State of Washington, funded by OEC and employing four full-time
counselors to Indian students. This program is now the Talent Search
program, funded by HEW, directed by Mr. George See and supervised by

' Mrs. Warren.

Throughout the years Mrs. Warren has been an outspoken proponent of com:

munity, state and national interest in Indian affairs. She has carried

the message of contemporary Indian problems as a regular speaker at man?
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