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‘ | " SEMINAR ON INDIAN EDUCATION L
' 3 = s by Jeanne Halliday

The American Indiam Associates are highly responsible for a seminar
held:last August at the Western Washington State College in Bellingham.
(ther sponsoring agents were the American Friends Service Committee, the
Western Washington Inter-Tribal Council, the.American In Women's ..rv:2
Service League , Lon¥hoRraro, Sifwite "Supkl af Sihadliemel B4 Riei an Affmires,

The seminar topics mainly concerned themselves with Indian education.
The idea was to ahoyr teachers in our school systems that Indian students
face unique situations (common only among Indians) both when they enmter
and ‘during school life. If more teachers could understand thet.thebe sitma-
tions exist and if they could take it upon themselves to help Indian stu-
dents to overcome these barriers the Tesults should be a lower dropout
rate among Indians. , :

One example was given by a seminar instructor, Phil Claymore who is an
Indian man currently employed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Educational
Division. He told of how when he first came to the Marysville area near
‘the Tulalip Reservation the figlres for Indian students were appalling.
Practically 1/3 (125) of the student body in the primary grades.were Imdian
children.but there were only 10 Indian students in high school. What
happens to Indian students? Vhy orly 10 in high school? Why should so
many drop out? (uestions like this were answered in detail at the seminar.
Since Mr. Claymore has worked in the Marysville area the figures for junior
and senior high students in school have doubled. His methods are those of
persistence and patience. He made continual visits to:families pointing
out the necessity of good attendance in school. Once a child has good
attendance‘'he can apply himself to his studies more easily.

The  real problem for Indian children is at the kindergarten stage.

If they can get off to a good start in school then a crucial and major
step:initheir education has been successfully completed. That is why
pre~schoels, co-op groups and enrichment classes for Indian children-
between the ages of 3 and % are of vital importance, : :

There 'were 16 teachers who attended this credit course held at Western
Vashingtom State College. Most of them were from Western Washington, one
tame from California and'another from Utah. 1 He
. The American Indian Associates will be making more formal attempts to
further Indian education through teacher understanding. They hope to have
this same type of seminar available to teachers in their own school district
& two day basis. If the seminar goes right to the teacher .then all tea—
thers would have the chance to learn of the exizting situation.. _

* Anyone who would like to join forces with the A.I.A. may attend their
fonthly meetings held at the Indian Center in Seattle, 1900 Boren Avenue.
Eilﬂg laget on the second Monday of each month which will be on October i1
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" "MAORI'S AND THE AMERICAN .INDIANS
by Dorothy Lombard

Although we had visitors to the Indian Center from all over the world
during the Eumer months, perhaps the most interesting was'Ina Te Uira, a
Maori native from Pukekohe, New Zealand. She-is a social worker among her
ori peuple. Ina Te Uira was t,ouring__‘t_",he Unitad States and Sl_le‘,vj._ﬂited
‘®%ervations in Minnesota, Arizona and other states. .She remarked: that -
Uring her travels she had been on the lookogt for clubs of all Indian
:pman who are active in community affairs. She was delighted tok the -Maori
8roup here in Seattle, the AIWSL. Mrs. Te Uira is going to 'aimsz. P
Leagug "o Women if they would 1ike to become pen pals with the AIN “the
their work. and goals are ‘very similar. Unlike the American Ind%in:;uim
%orits 45" not 1ive on reservations. Of a total population of d more :
gui’“’ Zealand, 175,000 are Maori's and they are becoming more and HBEE &
Ve in community affairs. ' one must be
To be able to qualify for work among Maord natves O YClr "o, .,

Dow)edgs toms.
; ab nguages and the custom 2 '
from ¢, be %g giiggtgnghznlzomé Ereas women are not allowed to worke. Itts

intaresting how similar Maori's and our American Indians :are?









