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INFORMING OUR FELLOW.CITIZENS o

Through the Indian Center News we are attempting to inform the
citizens of this state why off-reservation: fishing is necessary to the
Indians of this state. Not many citizens are truly aware of the living
conditions endured by Indian- people. Reservation Indians are the most
poverty stricken ethnic group in the United States. Their median family
income is £1500 which is about one-fourth the median income for other:’ - -
families in the United States. Forty five per cent of Indians are -
unemployed because they lack education and skills to compete for Jjobs.
Nine out of ten Indian families live in dwellings that are far below
pinimum standards for urban housing.. -Compared to non-Indian babies, the
Indian child born on a reservation has only one-half the chance of reaching
his first birthday. Life expectancy for reservation-dwelling Indians is
two thirds of the U. S. average. (U. S. News & World Report, Oct. 4, 65,
pp. 66-7.) If you were under the impression that the Indians are well--
taken care of you can plainly see that this is not true.
There is a major battle going on between the State .of Washington and
the Indians of Washington State over so called fishing rights according
to the U. S. Government Treaties. 'The State says that Indians must be
regulated agcording to the laws that apply to all other Washington State
citizens. If they do not abide by these laws then the State claims that
their fishing is detrimental to the fish conservation efforts being made
by the State. - .
~ The Indians say that they are not harming the fish runs and that they

.have a right to fish where they have been because these are their usual

‘and accustomed places promised to their ancestors and the descendents of

~ their ancestors by mutual egreement in the form of treaties made between
the Indians and the U.S. Government. Therefore the State cannot impose
State laws upon their fishing when it comes under federal jurisdiction .
according to treaty, Because of the dispute over the interpretation of
the treaty several incidents have taken place. SR [,

_..The Indians of the Nisqually and Puyallup Tribes hgve decided to make

a stand and fight for their promised treaty rights. . The fortitude of
these Indians has created much turmoil and dissension throughout Washington
State. The Indians have been seeking public support by making their story
nown. In order to do so they staged a fish-in on the: Nisqually River in
which several Indians were arrested. They have also demonstrated in front
of the Federal Court House in Seattle. It appears as though thé Indians
are not going to find justice in the courts whether State or Federal. The
Indian must take his case to the general public, the man in the street;
Zgﬁrgotgrlwggidoes the electing. The Indians case must be won ;I:L:n,t.‘he =

: 01 pu ¢ opinion. . = s Ty ;
' FOllgwing yoE will find a reply given by the Maksh Tribal Council to
the People of the Clallam Bay area who held a meeting on Indian fishing.

I feel that this reply will enlighten many people who want to L?xﬂ(f‘fmv;hy
the Indians are fighting for their promised fishing rlghts.w- R y
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MAKAH INDISNS REPLY TO NON-INDIAN PEOPLE OF CLALLAM BAY [
NDIfNS REPL From she Makah Tribal Council

s . RRL) ) £ ting
. We ‘are. g those public officials who attended 2 mee
in Clallam Bg;sgﬁﬁgéﬁﬁfﬁgaﬁhemkaﬁ Indian fishery. At.no time ggrln&'
his particylar meeting was the other side, the Indian view, a IE'ablic:
Picture presented or represented. We find this odd when certain pu f

officials in attendance are supposedly representing "A1l cltlzens.o_

Clallam County, i '
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