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# When the first
enter News was published five years
ago, it contained & message from Pearl Yarren who was then
the resicdent of the ,merican Indian Women's Servics League.
In this messapue !earl expressed the hopes and aspirations
of all the Indifn women in the lesgue when ahe told of what
it wes Lhat this newly formed organization wgnted to do.
She told of how they dreamed of a place where Indians would
be helping other Indians, where Indien families who needed
agsistonce ¢ould come and get clothes or food and where
Indizns could cvme tu leurn how to help themselves. To
make i1 great story short, some of the things Fearl spoke
of hiive cume tw pass and we have asked her to write &
measage lusking buck on the last five busy years and telling
us what she hupes for the future.

I, 0l's MESE.GE

' The Indian Cetiter News is fiveyears old this month. In February, 1960
the imerican Indian " wien's !"‘ervice League mambers published the first
Indian Centeyr Nows osn o hand mimeograph and the paper had to be spread

Yle Lry Lo bring y»
riends.. .

i. ot hus huppened in the past five years, now we have an Indian
Center which was creatcd by members of the Service League. The Indian
Center is a place lor lndians ~nd we created this place because of our
concern and interest in our own people.

Our Center was started, as I stated, by the Indian women in the city
of Sesttle becuuse we wanled x4 place we could call our own. Members of
the Indian Center staff are Indian women. I am Pearl Warren (Makah), the
Exécutive Directour, doruthy Lumbard (Clallam) is our bookkeeper and Betty
Kennedy (llaids) is our receptionist. Our working hours are 10:00 ..M. to
3:00 P.M. overyday except Sunday. Ye have Ybankers hours" but our pay is
0ot "bankers pay". I do not think it is money that keeps us here it 1is o

ndian (enter receives some financial assistance from thw
they receive contributions from church groups, wollens

d indjividuals. Resides the monies already mentioned, the

“omen's Service League, whe operates the (enter, must

i ¢ nre kept pretty busy with money making projects

hat ore hald the first Sunday of every month,
R c very month after fervice

Sﬁgue. ey e

The ‘members have reclly responded by supporting the organizgation they
t'filong to. The - . are 211 gedicated people, they have to :
be, because they qont® L£6U anytiing meterial ouv of the hours and days

t they vo ervices. But we have all gained something out
ogthe.c!me iﬁgt2?§);2eig zpend at the Center, wa have gained some real
n:ca friends, Indizns and non-Indiens. One of the best ]t:ﬁ:gs we have

irned is to work topether without fighting among ourse . .

I think we cun lefl learn something about how to suppert our Ind:.in
rgenizations. L' we do not support them they cannot be effective an cl-
M2y times it has VLeen necessary chat an Indian organization be tumfﬁ )
‘OVer to non-Indinns. This can be tgused by non participation and re is_a _
b hold office by the Indians themselves. If you have the urge cgﬁg; ;1c%ze
th an organizatiins st . ind 5k ywurself, mihiht heve I-doneiga s nreem

¢ organization going7" The Service League policy has been yz T e
{ssatisfied with whot is taking place on a committee, volunteer to s

(cont'd on page 2)




v o fcont'd Pearl's Message)

on that committes so vou can do what you think needs to be done, don't
just sit-dact avd- criticise: - T T . _

Our sympathy goes out to Indian women 1n Seattle who have not joineg
in the work of the organization. We wonder, are they ashamed of being an
Indian? Maybe they wouldn't feel comfortable in our group because we are
all so proud of our Indian blood. _— S ] o

Many of our Indian people are 50 good about helping, there is a
special happiness for them in kaowing that whatever they do, whatever chey
creats "BE1GHES To thain --iruse.they know they nre dving something worth-
while somnthing they believe i1. [ERESSOCLICNE We Nave d

- § Lspecial
ndians, no-matter where we go or whét we do our heritage
will not change. /. most pitiful person is one who doesn't want to
acknowledge his Indian ancestry because he is afraid of not being zccepted
by society. Our Indian teachings say if someone cannot gccept you as you
are then they are not worth knowing. Ry (pying tc hide their Indian
ancestry, some Indians cheat themselves of a wonderful proud feeling for
something that is not worthwhile and that doesn't bring true happiness.

Sc please, help us to let our children grow to have pride in the fact
that they are Indian. Create a promising example and pass on to the
future generatiocn something of yourself.

We will be having our annual dance before summer. ‘e hope you folks
will a2ll support our dance by attending it. You can also help us by
attending the potluck dinners every month and meesiing same of the Indian
people from many tribzs who nake these potluck dinmers & cuvcess. By
supporting the Indian organization in your community, by becoming a part
of the communivw in wiiich you live, you and 1 and all Indians will beneflit.

R ol 4 <3 MEUERIN & (Rt e

uAeB YOURK PEN AND OT#uT vinITING!

DEAR FRIEND,

The following spaciel hill (quoted in part) is being jresented to the
Oregon Legisleatucs bv UEMNITOR f PHLEL % YMOIND and (EiiiciENT. TIVE DON
MCKINN;S for possible tinancial assistance for Indisn Westival of .rts:

"There is nereby appropriusted for the ‘bienniwa beginning July 1, 1965,
out- of the Geoeral Fund, the sum of {50,000 for the purpose of paying
premiuns and other aipenses in comnection with vthe annual Indizn
Featival of .rts, one-half of yHich shcll be puyable to the treasurer
of the Indian Testival of irts, Inc., July 1, 196% nund one-half of
which shalX be payeble July 1, 1966." :

¢
Please write IMMEDI/TELY %o:
Senatdr.ﬂaéhael Rayimond

-Oregon - Legislative /ssembly  Oit
Salem, Oregon

iiepresentutive bhon McKinnis
Oregon Legislative , ssembly
Eulem, Uregon .

In your letter please give your reasons why Indian Festival of rrus merits
financag} supnort f.om the State of Oregon. For exnmple: '

1. Our fas?-di?appéaring jmerican Indian culture must be preserved.

2, The Indian pcople deserve inspiration and encuuragement in order to

contribute rtheir best in both the traditional and conlLemporary.

The ultimale goal -- @ beautiful and authentic .mericzn .Indian hrt
Center and Museum in Zzstern Oregon, open the year 'round viould
improve the economv end attract favorable world-wide attention

Lo 11 0.’ Cregon and the northwest.

3.

T Cordially,
. . Indian festive) of Lrte, Inc
WRITE TH/.T LETTIR T0OD.Y! REMEVMBER, JLL OF LS, , & I:g

-J ¢.|U1!‘.H.’-‘, “J‘.‘.”E’: ’I‘D “ELP
EACH OTHER, WHEYM /INY INDI;N BENEFITS YOU BEMEFIT.



EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

Indian Center Director, Pearl Warren (Makah) and Aleatha Olney
- Egsall (Yakima) attended the Educational Conference in Toppenish, Washing-
ton on February 17 and 18. Indian edulation committees from Idaho ang
'Washington pr?‘.rtic;Lpafced_ in discussions concerning the many phases of .
. Indian education. T y e e R TR -
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Both cases lead to dropouts! However there has been

" g noticeable decrease within the gast three years according te statistics
i of the Yakima Reservation. Im 1961-1962 Indian children of the Yakima aresa
r were absent 15.75 percent of the time and in 1962-1963 of 1,143 students
5 lled, 485 of them are classified as late entries. This make JiERGkxmai

Since Educational Specialist, Robert Muehe will oM
»'of his as8 » Michael Mayer have been hired to study and investigate

i Indian education problems of the Yakima Trike, thewpercentages of absent-
jeeism and late entries have decreased considerably. In 1963-&., children
swere absent 8.2 percent of the time and late enrolees dropped to 31.8 percent.
? The Bducation Specialists are permitted to study the absentee records in the

2 schools and if a student shows an unreasonable amount of unexcused absences
tthen the student and his parents are wisited by one of the specialists.

-Wapato and Vhite Swan have gone so far as to take advanta ¢f an
d use of the courts of law by using them to help m
i from children aged 8 through 16 years. 0They believe that

] . Y : B¥icr parents who deliberately allow
‘wheir children to absent have nelped to improve Indian attendance,

| Even though these two areas, absenteeismrard lote entries have been
iimproved dropouts still present a serious problem. Dropouts range from
5%8 to 21.8 percent of all children in grades from nine to twelve. With-
drawls within the schecol year of both elementary and secondary students are
ralso cause for worry. In most cases it is unknown how much time elapses
efore a child is re-enrolled or whether they enroll at all in a schoal
uring the same year they were withdrawn from regular classes. Efforts
irilar to those made to improve late entries and absenteeism are being
sponcentrated towards the dropout and withdrawl problems. Even though there
spre some Indian children with perfect attendance it is true that a large
ercentage of them miss more school days in one year than most of the other
-thildren with whom they must compete miss in 12 years of school.
Help is being established in a variety of phases so that educational
problems can eventually be corrected. They are working towards elementary
d secondary guidance, home improvement, economic improvement, family _
-pounseling and community efforts. If these and many more areas improve, 80
411l the over-all Indian education situation.
The Wapato School District, recognizing the Indian education problems)
Jave hired-an accredited teacher as & truant officer and two senior high _
-$chool counselors. They make home visitations to parents of children whom
hey believe would be in trouble if poor attitudes and situations were
llowed to continue. .
Mr. Muehe says that a greater parental concern; improved communication
¢lween schools, parents, children, and the Yakima Indian hgency; and strict
Anforcement of exiwting compulsory attendance laws by all the school
Astricts will eventually solve our Indian education problems. )
: One of the new methods of communication has been the developmer}t of a
qouth Camp under the direction of the Yakima Tribe's Education Committee
irman, Stanley Smartlourt. This camp is designed for students ranging
rom nine through sixteen years. The camp is open during 1.‘.he summer months
f0d activities are coordinated by professional camp supervisors. We feel
hat such an enlightened program is definitely a stép in the right directionl

POTLUCK DECE:SED
] Ve are glad to tell you that Cur sympathy and condolences
Ahe AIWSL March Potluck Commiftes “to the Millie Cross family of
_eged-‘:one hundred and thirty five Puyallup and the Harry Myers = .-
ers,

They cooked twenty chickens fanil¥ of Tacoma whose father,
twelve salmon. ) James Myers (Clallam) of Cinebar,

S. Minnie Owens contributed " Yashington recently passed away.
g"."al"f}s this successful dinner by eI
1'%8ing several of her friends.

The next Potluck will be served
etﬂpml_ L at the Indian Center

Ween 2:30 and 5:00 Dl ook
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