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CORESEN SESRSSAAL 1cn the 0irs
edition u ndian Center News was published five years

ago, it contained o message from Pearl Warren who was then
the 'resident of the .merican Indian “omen's Service League.
In this mescage [earl expressed the hopes and aspirations
of all the Indian women in the lesgue when she told of what
it wes that this newly formed organization wgnted to do.
She told of how they dreamed of a place where Indians would
be helping uther Indians, where Indian families who needed
assistionce could cume and get clothes or food and where
Indians could come tu learn how to help themselves. To
make o great story shourt, some of the things Pearl spoke

of have coume to pass and we have asked her to write a
message lu.sking bock un the last five busy years end telling
us what she hopes for the future.

I8, nl's MEZE.GE

' The Indian Center News is fiveyears old this month. In February, 1960
the imerican Indinn ~‘vmen's ‘ervice League members published the first
Indian Center News on & hand mimeograph ond the paper had to be spread
: o 3 i Kow we @re sending the Indian Center News to

“e Lry to bring you news that will interest both the Indians
riends. ;

i. lot has huppened in the past five years, now we have an Indian
lenter which was c¢reated by members of the Service League. The Indian
lenter is a place tor lndians #nd we created this place because of our
corcern and interest in our own peovple. _

Our Center wans started, as I stated, by the Indian women in the city
of Sezttle becuause we wanted a place we could call our own. Members of
the Indian Center staff are Indian women. I am Pearl Warren (Makah), the
Exécutive Director, orothy Lombard (Clallam) is our bookkeeper and Betty
Kennedy (llaids) is our receptionist. Our working hours are 10:00 i.M. to
3:00 P.M. everyday except Sunday. Ve have “bankers hours" but our pay 1s
not "bankers pay". I do not think it is money that keeps us here it is a

ndian (enter receives some financial assistance from thH
they receive contributions from church groups, wolllEns

rganizations™™nd individuals. Hesides the monies already mentioned, the

merican Indirn . omen's Gervice League, whe operates the Center, must

aise £300. a month, !e are kept pretty busy with money making projects

ike our hat are held the first Sunday of every month,

every month after fervice

eague :
= e organization they

The ‘members ha eally responded by supporting th
belong to. The . H are all dedicated people, they have to
%, because they don't get anytuipg material out of the hours and days

that they wvo i rvices. But we have all gained something out
°? the. t,:?.rma éﬁrdltg?’;:;{:m::g :;end at the Center, we have gair_led some real
?ma friends, Indians and non-Indizns. One of the best Ehlngs we have
sarned is to 0g r without fighting among ourselves. .

I think w:} ggnt.::%gnlfgam samething about how to support our Indltain
Organizations. Ii we do not support them they cannot be effective an *
BNy times it has been necessary chat an Indian organization be turnfﬁ "
OVer to non-Indians. This can be cgused by non participation and refusal
to hold office by the Indians themselves. If you have the urge tg'?glilcllze
th an organizatiuns st 0 vnd ook yourself, "hit have I .dune_gu i areem

® organizatisn goinge" The Gervice League policy has been if you & B
iss&‘?iSfiEd with-‘\'.'h-'s.‘l: is tazking place on & committee, volunteer to se

(cont'd on page 2)




g o (cont'd Pearl's lMessage)
on that committes so vou can do what you think needs to be done, don't
just sit-baclk -and-eriticites - - ' o :
Qur sympathy goes out to Indian women in Seattle who have not joined
in the work of the organization. We wonder, are they ashamed of being ap
Indian? Maybe they wouldn't feel comfortable in our group because we are
all so proud of our Indian blood. B : _ . L
Many of our Indian pecple are so good about helping, there is a
special happiness ior them in kiowing that whatever they do, whatever they
create belongs to then " >tuse they know they arc deing something worth-
while somtthing they believe i1. FRQESGOOIONS s have depen 4

e same, all
Nor ‘merican Indians, no matter where we go or what we do our heritage
will not changs. . most pitiful person is one who doesn't want to
acknowledge his Indian ancestry because he is afraid of not being accepted
by society. Our Indian teachings say if' someone cannot nccept you as you
are then they are not worth knowing. By trying to hide their Indian
ancestry, some Indians cheat themselves of a wonderful proud feeling for
something that is not worthwhile and that doesn't bring true happiness.

So please, help us to let our children grow to have pride in the fact
that they are Indian. Create a promising example and puss on to the
future generation something of yourself. .

We will be having our annual dance before summer. 'e hope you folks
will all support our dance by attending it. You can also help us by
attending the potluck dinners every month and meeting sume of the Indian
people from many tribes who make these potluck dinners a success. By
supporting the Indian organization in your community, by becoming a part
of the community in wiiich you live, you and I and all Indians will benefit,

bobes I8 3 VS uR W5 B NS
ticB YOUR PEN ~ND STauT wnITING!
DEAR FRIEND,

The following speciel bhill (quoted in part) is being jresented to the
Oregon Legisletuce by SENATOR fu PHiEL 1. YMOMD and AE!ii .ENT, TIVE DON
McKINNIS for possible financial assistance for Indisn Westival of ..rts:

"There is nereby appropriated for the ‘bienniwm beginning July 1, 1965,
out of the General Fund, the sum of {50,000 for the purpose of paying
premiums and other expenses in connection with the annual Indian
Fegtival of .rts, one-half of wHich shell be p=yible te the treasurer
of the Indian Testival of /rts, Inc., July 1, 196% aund one-half of
which shall be payable July 1, 1966." :

L

Please write IMMEDILTELY to:
Senétor.ﬂaphael Rayimond A

‘Oregon Legislative /esembly  Oit
Salenm, Oregon

fepresentutive Don McKinnis
Oregon Legislative . ssembly
Salem, Uregon :

In your letter please give your reasons why Indian Festival of ;rts merits
finan01i} support fiom the State of Oregon. For example:

1. Our fasv-disappearing /merican Indian culture must be preserved.

2. The Ipdian people deserve inspiration and encoursgement in order 0
contribute their best in both the traditicnal end contemporary.

3. The ultimate geal -- a beautiful and authentic .mericen .Indian Art
Center and Museum in Ezstern Oregon, open the year 'round would
improve the cconomv and attract favorahble world-wide attention
to £11 o' Oregonr and the northwest.

T Cordially,
: : Indian Testivil of fris, Inc.
WRITE THLT LETTZR TOD.LY! REMEMBER , 4LL OF Us, o8 Inr

LIER .& INDL.NC, HiVE TO HELP
EACH OTHER, WHEY LNY INDL.N BENEFITC YOU BENEAIT. ey HiVE






