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To our Indian Friends, to those others who truly love us, and to those in whose hands
lies our Destiny: 2 .

Iike most Indians in America whose security is threatened by the wordgl
we, in the Northwest, are concerned about our homelands. Many of us could 1iVe
bly under termination at home (the country once a reservation) or in the city, but we re-
alize that our brother tribesmen would soon be bereft of:all their earthly belongings--
because they were persuaded with green cash to sell, because they had no idea of how to
make out a tax form (they'd cheat themselves blind, because many Indians refuse to keep

_track of every penny they spend), or simply because they signed a paper they did not un-

derstand. Before we all "assume complete respomsibility', as many non-Indians are _go
anxious for us to do immediatel hile covetously eyeing our pnssessians)w
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o keep our Reservations.
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We are gradually learning the white men's ways, but, typically, we refuse to be
rushed.

: If, however, termination is forced on us prematurely, the result may well be an ex-
aggeration of what the public seems to notice on Skid Row or a repeat of the dissolution
of the Indians who lived close to city in ays of the west.
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Our ancestors lived close to good Mother Earth. They took their cue for survival ”1
from the also became sensitive to the beauties and cruelties
of their surroun s. e Indians, even those of us who have lived more than a few years (

in the city, seem to have inperited a bit of the wildness of the untameable coyote and the

pheasant and the cautious pature of all animals that never reconcile themselves to captiv-

ity. Byt, our ancestors also believed in a power greater than themselves, Tah=-man=-ous,

which helped them in spirit, yet kept them from becoming too proud when life w. d.

We must them learn and do the worthwhile things, as did our mestors-w
(but not so much that he becomes toc dependent

own good), ret etom of thanksgivings (feasts) to the Giver-0f-All-Things
and above all, respect others, while respecting ourselves--never allowing our own persy L
or spirit to be degraded. .

Everyone of us is passionately American. Rightly are we concerned about our future.
We do not know how we will be vanguished this time, (TV \esterns do not help matters) but

live up to the gam

_ than ourselves, A0 & 3 ur
. own race, we must oW earnes earn all about how to live in these unstable

times. Even though the slow wheels of justice have preserved portions of our Treaties,

experience tells us that often untold suffering occurs while the wheels are turning.
© Therefore, we must be prepared to retain the lands of our Reservations for our descend-

ants until all peoples of the world belong to the human race, and justice is dispensed
only for justice's sake.

The forces of imjustice and greed, not unlike the con man, work fast so that only
favorable aspects of their plans will be noticed at once, the unfaverable or unjust over=-
looked, and then approved by those in power. ‘e are uneasily aware that eventually being
placed on the welfare rolls will not make us more confident, self-respecting citizens. We
know that it is an insult to our heritage and to our digaity as human beings to be treated
(continued on next page)






