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AINFORMATION REGARDING INDIAN ANCESTRY

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has never '
attempted to maintain a comprehensive list
of pexrsons possessing Indlan blood. Such’
people are ordinarily : 1dent1f1ed by and w1th
the tribal groups with which they are
affiliated, and recent member ship rolls
and other pertinent records are maintained
in the Bureau's field offices throughout the
country. - Early tribal records are on file
with the National Archives and Records
Service, 8th Street and Pennsylvania
Avenue N.W., Washington 25, D. C. To be
of assistance in éétéblishirig Indian ancestry,
the Archives must be informed as to the
tribal group with which a person believes he
is affiliated and the names of individual
Indians from whom he believes he is
descended. . ‘

No payments are made by the Federal
Government to persons simply because
they possess Indian blood. Many individual
Indians and Indian tribes have money on
deposit to their credit in the United States
Treasury and checks based on these
deposits are issued from time to time to
tribes. and individuals who have a beneficial
interest in the funds involved. This money
comes from a number of sources, but in no
case was it given to Indians by the Federal
Government solely because of their racial
identity. Funds held in the Treasury to
the credit of Indian tribes often consist of

reservoirs,

money received from the Government as
compensation for losses of property when
the West was being settled years ago, or
as reparation for land or other tribal
property recently taken for dams,

or other Federal projects.
Such money, however, belongs to the
trxbe and is in the United States Treasury
only for safekeeping and convenxence.

To be eligible to receive payments from
tribal funds, a person, in addition to
possessing Indian blood, must be a
recognized member of an Indian tribe
whose assets are being distributed.

There are many persons in the United
States who are descended from eastern
tribes which dispersed before the
present government of the United States
came into being in 1789. Accordingly,
there may be no ex1st1ng tribal group
possessing property with which they can
affiliate. Similarly, there are déscend-:
ants of surviving western tribes who,
because of lack of early family records,
cannot Substantlate their claims to
membership. Consequently, they are
unable to establish a right to share in a
dlstrlbutmn of cash assets by these
tribes.
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