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- TWO APEQINTMENTS ANNOUNCED
"IN INDIAN BUREAU'S LEGISLATIVE
LIAISON OFFICE

Forrest .I Gerard a member of the
Blackfeet Tribe of Montana has been
appointed Leglslahve Liaison Officer for "
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, ‘Robert L.
Bennett BI1A Gommlssmner announced
today.

Gerard had been Chief of the Tribal

Affairs Division of the Public Health
Service's Indian Health Division. In his

new position he will be an advisor to the
Commissioner and Bureau officials on
legislative matters, and will analyze pending
legislation which would affect Indians and

the Bureau of Indlan Affairs.

A graduate of Montana State Umvermty,
Gerard is an Air Force veteran and-served .
with the Montana and Wyoming Tubercu-
losis and Health Associations before joining
the Public Health Service in 1957. ’

Gerard received the Indian Achievment
Award of ‘1966 from the Indian Council®:
Fire,‘ a Chicago-based Indian interest
organization, for his work in improving
1nd1an health.

Last year he won a Fellowship in-
Congressional Operations sponsored by the
American Political-Stience Association .
and the Civil Service Commission.

B

Gerard, 41, lives w1th h’lS wife and flve
eh11drenf1n Bowze Maryland

Assisting Gerard w111 be Larry M Wheeler
recently appointed to the.post of Deputy. .
Legislative Liaison Officer. Wheeler had
been the Executive- Clerk of the United .
States Senate., - ' .. o o _ -,

SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA INDIANS

CONFER WITH INDIAN COMMISSIONER |
__ROBERT BENNETT

At the invitation of the Inchans of south-
eastern Alaska, some 40 leaders met _

in Juneau on October 19, 20 and 21 with ©
Mr. Bennett and his staff. Senator

Ernest Bruening, who on. several occasmns
gave the Indians full Suport was :
also in attendance. This was especm.fly
true in the case of the motion asking
Congress to "forgive'' the 'old govern-
ment debt' of the four village-owned ;. . -
canneries. Joined with that was thé\' \
motion to forgive the other three whose
huge debt was not entirely the "fault of -
the Indian Bureau or the Indian dlrectors

Motions carried asking provision for
educating children in remote communities
on a plan like that of British Columbia |
where money is given to such children, .
who qualify

The fact that many of the resolutions were
not new a.nd therefore known to Mr. Bennet
tempers the hope that "this time" the BIA
will yield to the requests of the Indians


















