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Iadian Youth

As the forces of change are at work
all over the world - and since the
reservation is no longer isolated
from the rest of socilety because of
T.V, radio, and all communication
media, Indian youth is in turmoil
over what they see and hear. This
turmoil is good if it is founded in
the realities of the issues of
today. And, the reality of the
young Indian people in Indian
country is - that they must learn
to live in two worlds so as not to
become the victims of both. My
concern is that Indian young people
not become diverted in their quest
for meaningful places in society

by those elements who are attempt-
- ing to tear apart the fiber of
American lifeways and who see this
period of change as a means to
achieve leadership through anarchye.
Indian young people should not use
their youthful energies to burn
themselves out in hate and
destruction as some young people
are doing, but rather they should
use these energies in the agonizing
search for social justice. They
need to look forward with goals in
mind = and not backward in anger.
To look backward in anger would
only perpetuate discontent, provide.
no basis for revival of Indian =
spirit, and use of energies which
are needed to build a better future.

We need to appraise our relation-
ship with Indian youth before we
find ourselves in treacherous
waters, - before passion replaces
reason, - before slogans replace

issues, - before carrying of
signs replaces carrying of pride
and dignity. We owe them our

best efforts because we look to

them for the fulfillment of our
dreams. They are our prime
resources of vitality and new
ideas, and our greatest resource.

How do we establish communication
between them and us? We need to
create an environment for them

to speak out with a sense of
responsibility and not of futility.
We need to provide a forum by
which they can make their voices
heard on public issues. We need
to talk and listen to each other
with mutual respect, and the
desire for understanding - and

we need to make them feel com=-
fortable in this dialogue, but

we do not need always to agree
with them. We need to understand
them., They want to talk to you

‘the Indian leaders - and not to

others. The reason I know this
is because many, many young
people in the last few months
have told me this.

We should seek to build and not
to destroy - because in seeking
to destroy we become our own
victims. We need to think and
communicate in realistic terms
with sincerity as its basis. .
And, we need to face life in

our times. We need to draw upon
the past - but not to rest upon
ito, ‘

We need to keep Indian heritage
a living thing - and keep it
























