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NATIONAL INDIAN URBAN CONSULTATION
ORGANIZES IN SEATTLE

Delegates from Indian Centers and
interested organizations from all
parts of the United States met at
the Mayflower Hotel in Seattle on
January 29 and 30 to discuss the
problems of urban Indians. The
meeting was sponsored by the co=-
ordinating council of National
Indian-interested organizations.

The more than sixty-five delegates
came from California, New York,
Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon, Wash-
ington D. C., New Mexico, Colorado,
Utah, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas,
Arizona, Wisconsin, Iowa, South
Dakota, British Columbia and from
several communities in Washington.
In addition, some fifty observers
attended the meetings.

An ad hoc committee was formed to
do the groundwork for establishment
of a federation of Indian Centers
and urban Indian groups. Jess Six-~
killer, (Cherokee), Chicago, was
named committee chairman. Other
members of the committee are Hubert
Blatchford (Navajo), Gallup, New
Mexico; Eula Doonkeen (Seminole),
Oklahoma City; Alfred G. Elgin, Jr.
Pomo), San Lorenzo, California;
Morland H. Hays (Choctaw), Pampa,
Texas; Juana Lyon (Apache=-Comanche)
Phoenix, Arizona; Floyd Westerman
(Sioux), Denver, Colorado; Rev.
Raymond G. Baines (Thlingit), Minn-
eapolis, Minnesota; Ed LaPlante

(Chippewa), Milwaukee, Wisconsin;

Tony Luscombe (Chickahom), Siocux

City, Iowa; Mrs. Pearl Warrem (Ma=-
kah), Seattle; and William Ng, Los
Angeles.

The hope of the organization is to
present a unified front for future
efforts in improving the lot of the
urban Indian. The committee also
will share information and ideas,
and help in the development of
other centers in large cities.
Tribal problems will not be includ-
ed in the considerations of the
committee. They will devote their
attention to general problems of
Indians who leave the reservations
and Indian communities =- when they
have to make their way in urban
areas.

The committee was invited to hold
their next meeting at Tempe Cook
Christian Training School in Ariz-
ona. About 20 cities with Indian
Centers or organized urban Indian
groups are represented in the new
organization

Officers of the organization made
it very clear that this was not to
be another organization concerned
with such tribal problems as ter-
mination; that they are most con-
cerned with an effective exchange
of information between Indian Cen-
ters, and a group who can speak
for urban Indians before such bod-
ies as the recent Senate sub-com
mittee meetings in Washington D.C.
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