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TAOS PUEBLO INDIANS NEED SENATE APPROVAL FOR RESTORATION OF HISTORIC

RELIGIOUS BLUE IAKE WILDERNESS AREA

From: New York Times Editorial,
July 17, 1968, under heading THE IN-
DIANS NEED BLUE LAKE

The Taos Pueblo Indians of northern
New Mexico recently held a celebra-
tion, complete with colorful Indian
dances, to thank the U. S. House of

Representatives for unanimously pass-

ing the bill (H.R. 3306) proposing

‘to restore to the Indians some

48,000 acres of the sacred Blue Lake
watershed in the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains.

When President Theodore Roosevelt
authorized establishment of Carson
National Forest in 1906, these long-
recognized tribal lands were taken

from the Pueblo ~ but with a promise ...

that the Taos Indians would have
exclusive use of the area for their
personal needs. Unfortunately, in-
fringements on '‘exclusive'' use soon
occurred, and the Pueblo people have
been trying to get their lands back
ever since.

The Blue Lake axea is of course a
valuable source of water, food and
wood for the Indians. Yet it is

far more than material wealth that
motivates these people-of-the earth.
As with all inhabitants of arid
regions, water has a particular val-
ue ~ often symbolic of the essence
of life itself. The Rio Pueblo de

1.

Taos, which waters the crops of the
Pueblo and which flows through the

-central plaza of the village itself
‘has had this prominent spiritual

significance for centuries.: This
waterway of life, originating high
in the snow-capped mountamns at -
Blue lL.ake, literally and symboli-~
cally sustains all life forms in
the area. '

‘The pending legislation, which now

awaits Senate action, states "That
the Pueblo de Taos Indians shall
use the lands for traditiomal pur-
poses only, such as religious cere-
monials, hunting and fishing, a
source of water, forage for thei r
domestic livestock, wood, timber

,''" and then adds that '"the land:
shall remain forever wild and shal.
be maintained as wilderness' as
defined in the Wilderness Act of
1964.

This measure gives the Senate a
clear opportunity to correct one
of the multitude of tragic mistakes
of the past in the abuse of the
American Indian."
%

Bob Jim, Chairman of the Yakima
Tribal Council, has sent a letter
of eppeal to Senator Henry M. Jack-
son, ending with the following
request: We therefore ask our
brother, United States Senator

(Continued, page 2)
























