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Y LUMMIS DEDICATE AQUACULTURE PROJECT

the clock the job was completed in

one-half the time- predlcted by en-

On-March 30 the Lummi Indian Tribe
in Bellingham, dedicated its unique .
Indian project in Aquaculture, the
cultivation and harvesting of food
in the sea, before representatives
.0of State, Federal and civic execu-
tives as well as representatives of
‘hundreds of Indian tribes from thro-
ughout the nation.

The : rogram of dedication included
a speech by Governor Daniel J. Ev-
ans, a complete tour of the Aqua-
culture ''ranch'", and a munificent
“buffet of seafoods prepared from
the harvest of the new industry.

' To quote from the brochure on the
new industry, "The Lummi Indians of
Northwest Washington, who tradition-
ally have drawn their sustenance
from the sea, are leading the way
into a new development in aquacul-
ture. Working 12 hours a day, 7
-days a week, the Luminis have built
the first phases of the most advan-
ced aquafarm in the United States
in ai all-out effort under extreme-
ly difficult constructlon condi-
tions.

At the heart of the new industry

is a series of ponds and dikes con-
structed on the Lummi tideflats

by Lummi men working earth moving
equipment in a daring race against
winter storms, rain, fog and 60
m.p.h. winds. By working around

gineers.

The Lummi aquafarm grows Donaldson’:

super trout'" (a new breed) in sea
water,

seed oysters for market, and
baitworms. A new program has also
been developed by the Lummis to har-
vest red seaweed which is used in
ice cream, tooth paste, cosmetics,
printers' ink, etc. '

Lummi research has produced the
first oyster hatchery in the North-
west which has already spawned mil-
lions of microscopic oysters now
growing on Lummi-designed fiberglass
rafts; pioneered the first red algaec
harvest industry on the West Coast
and the first mechanized sub-tidal
harvest system in the world; and
converted rainbow trout to sea ‘wa-
ter in one month's time.

On a series of rafts made by the
Lummi crews from fiberglass pipe,
poles, rope, and styrofoam are hung
strings of oyster shells bearing
young oyster seed which are home
grown at the Lummi Indian Shellfish
Hatchery. It is estimated by the
Washington Department of Fisheries
that if one half of the shallow
waters in Puget Sound were to be
developed for raft shellfish cul-
tire, six billion pounds of seafood
could be produced yearly. This is
equivalent to the total annual fish
catch of the United States.
(Continued, page 2)
























