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FPIRST CONVENTION OF AMERICAN
INDIANS UNITED

On QOctober 10 to 12 the American
Indian Center, Chicago, Illinois,
was host to the first convention
of American Indians-United, a new
national organization whose
membership will comprise those
organizations primarily concerned
with Indians.

Delegates and observers represent-
ing over 35 cities were welcomed by
Robert Reece, Director of the
Center, and by Russell Carter who
also voiced his welcome and wished
the group success in organizing,
before having to leave for another
committment. The delegates came

to discuss problems of urban
Indians. Because of their concern
to preserve their cultural identity
and facing special problems of
transition to a different style of
life, the urban Indians feel a need
for & national structure through
which they can share ideas and

also present a united voice on
issues that affect them.

Chairman of the Steering Committee
that has planned ‘Zmerican Indiansg-
United was Jess Sixkiller, a full-
blood Cherokee from Oklahoma., He
is a Board member of the Chicago
Indian Center and is a detective

on the Chicago Police Department.

Council on Indian Opportunitye.
Mr. Bennett said he was happy

to see a national group form

that they can work with, and that
the BIA has formed a committee ou
urban Indians who will hold five
meetings across the country, the
first being in Oakland on

October 24. He said that he
would answer any question that is
submitted in writing to
Washington, D.Ce.

During the three days workshops
were held on topics ranging from
Education, Employment, Vocational
Training, Indian Center Develop-
ment and Fund Raisinge. Most
delegates agreed that these work-
shops provided them the chance

to meet and compare mutual pro-
blems and concerns.

The delegates were separated into
four time zones and each time zone
elected Board members to serve.

Pat Locke from the Alaskan time
zone was elected:; Pearl Warren of
Seattle Indian Center, Harold
Redbird of San Francisco Indian
Center, and Tim Wapato of Los
Angeles Indian Center represent .
the Pacific time gzone: Mountain
time zone Board members are Rachel
Ashley and Juana Lyon: Central time
zone members are Jess Sixkiller,
Robert Carr, and Ralph Wares
Eastern time zone members are

John Wakefield and Mrs. Clarence
Aiken. These 11 Board members will

Guest speakers included Commission-meet bi-yearly and as needed.

er of Indian Affairs, Robert

Bennett, who addressed the delegateson the Executive Board were:

on Friday, and William Carmack,
Staff-Director of the National

Vice President

Elected from this group to serve
Jess
Sixkiller, President: Tim Wapato,

¢ Pat Locke,Secretary;
(Treasurerts name not noted).
























