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INDIAZN WOMEN ORGLNIZE

iN IMPORT.NT EVENT took place in Seattle GSeptember
10th, when a group of Indian women gathered together for
the first meeting of the AMERICLN INDLLN WOMEN'S SERVICE
LEiGUE. The creantion of this nmew group is in‘the spirit
of the nation-wide movement toward increased umity among
imerican Indians,

With so many problems to solve, they are now aware
thot it will be easiser and foster to solve thenm together, .
with the strength of the entire group exerted against’s
difficulty, instead of each woman's trying futilely hy_
herself, |
— The purpose of the organization is to deal with
eritical sifuctions within the scope of women's activi-
tiss-~those affecting ochildren, health, housling, .etc,
There was no lack of subject matter for consideration,
with informal group discussion bringing out many topics
which hove been troubling these women for.o long time,
Securing Indion foster homes for orphoned Indian chil-:
dron was of great concern to all. . The mumber ‘of avail-
able homes is ot present far too few for the number of
children who must be placed. Experience has .shown that
when Indion children are mixed in & foster hame with
children of other roocinl bagkgrounds, the former, be-.
ing more retiring, are often relegated to an inferior
status, and-13511"" unloved——become lonely and unhappy.
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Iy amorged into the outside with no more
Jothing, than that on their backs, and mo
slace to EO.

lish gomo kind of cemtral clesring-house —
it firet, probably, et o momber's home —
shore i lt‘l'ﬂﬂ.lﬂ Indian, or one iz noed of
Wund of help, moy call and Feceive aid
u information. Even just a friendly end
ppathobie contact with other Indions might
hnﬂ be sufficient uplift %o carry o now-

wnor through o diffiicult period. One lack
yrsabouts is a temporary shelter for desti-
tete Indian or; oth B
wrarily without s Boy
my of soveral miseions,
iy, oto., but they hovo no Mcm&nﬂnn.}
b vomen, R Lﬂ‘;
tuther obetnole Lo overcome Is tho freg
lek of comprohension of Indion troubles by
proroment GEENCY social workers; also the
ians' own lmck of information os to what
he should opply for help; and how,
R is planned to invito eocinl workers from
fe verious ogoncies to future meetings, und
Gus orecte o bottor mutunl understanding,
iomsus of Indian fomilies In the loenl
reo is olso planncd.

Be aecting wns hold at the Washington State
lwem, Dr. Erma Gunther, its director, and
I, Betsy Trick wore hostcoess for the oo-
mion. Dr. Ounther offorcd to serve us ad-
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The sun wos warr-ond coeper tive =zt Dlexh
Iy a5 the Makah Imdian Tribe celebrated
mm] "Mojah Doy" on August 25rd. It wom &
slerful festival with many activities—sports
mels in the afternoon on the sandy beach
o in the water; dinnmer later in the com-
ity hall; and in the evening—the highlight
o the festivities--traditional Mokoh songs
o dangoo, Accompnnied by male voiocos and
s boady bent of the drum, the dancers—men
® waen--moved through one dromotic form

#er another for sevoral hours.— )
Al the dances wore enjoyuble to watch,
" ane of tho most spectacular ond unusual,
® mparently o fovorito with the audience,
% the Oonoe Dance. The song to which this
seme to o long-ago Molkoh during
3 illness inwhich he droomed o canoe brought
and he bepome well., In the dance,
4 dozon women and girls, each holding
los, stood ome behind the other in o row
1088 the atage; bstween them and the speoc-
™ vas atretohed waist-high o great cloth
® wich wng painted o beautiful, life-size
8. Then, all einging, they paddled in
%0 and although thero wos no movement
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visor for the organizotion umti]
or 4 it
::uuﬁwhud and solf-sustoining, >
er of the group is Mre, Pearil Warran
. a
llll:li.h. Many Indian tribes were ruprnun;.nd.,
tn Uding sofe from the mid-west. Albo at..
onding wers several non-Indion women who
@ra concerned with thomo problems. @ °

Two great contrasts in Indi :
an  1if'o were in
ovidence that ovening, Those wemen, , gath-
erod togother for more than  Just o pocial
:dhb;-nlthmm thoy hed that, 'toow=raprosent
-ht o contemporary Indian vife and mother
is trying to got alomg ina difficult
world of whits wnys ond rulos, and holf-
Temombarod observances of the old tribal
ways.  In the baokground stood the gilenmt
Busbux TIFPIYE BOLEETT aridostors! Foiens-
ions, from a doy when Indian 1ife wos rich
ond rewarding, ond o tribosman folt sogure
in its woll-defined pattern. Now tho pattern
is all bub-gbliterated, yet tuo white way of
1ife hos never opened out its crms to in-
clude ths mative imoricen ‘as an equal human
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fringo-world;, demiod the changs to pn.rt.iult
pj:tn;r_ fully in vithar world,
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\the contom-
renn , bee often is—

ion
%T hl:m enormpus cppertunity to
gop hgtwoen old” genorations
dnd the tbxt. antod | thot it is oncther
Operotfon Bootstrap,” she can, by Jolning
with othors and pooling idens and afforta,
dooomplish o groot deal to chunge ond im-
prove tho onvirormont of hor ohildrem and of
hor children's childron,
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Tho neoxt two meotingas will bo r 24

ond Ootobor 8, at 7:30, ot thgw::ri.nn.o::
Stoto Musowm, 1%th jve, N.Eweond Compus Way,
doross tho stroot from the Uof ¥ campus.
41l Indion women living in or noar tho Soat-
tlo areu are cordially invited to attonmd,
If you nood o ride, or can give one, call
Mrs. Worrem ot ML 4-0228%,
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susily imoging he saw the cance with its fes-
inine crew gliding across the woter,

"Moleah Day® originated about thirty years
ogo when o aesber of the prominent Wenamokor
fooily in thotodst offorsd an Joerican flag
to any Indian tribe who desired one, Luke
Markishtin, fother of the presemt chairoon of
the Mokohs, wrote to Mr, Wanopoksr ond re-
guested ons. The Tlog ecams, was presonted
with dus corencny, and the Bureau of Indion
iffnire, which up to then had forbidden the
performance of tribal rites and domoos, ra-
loxed its rulee ond armounced thot each year
on the anmiversory of the pressstetion the
Mokohs could celebrate in anmy woy they chose,
"This will be your day," they scid, and so it
was. Eoch dugust ever since, the tribe has
honorod "Mokch Doy" with feosts apd entertain-
ment, Bustace Maorkishtum, ancther son of the
pan whose initiotive created a mnew holiday,
ond who himself ably officiated os Mostor of
Coreconies ot this year's evonts, snid he
pould remember am 4 boy thot tho dancing com-
tonced about oight in the mornming and contin-
ued umtil for into ~tht nigbt.  Alas for
ghanging tines; an' ovoning how suffices. But
a goncemtratod ovening, © of a thrilling spec-
tacle that is onme of the rore treasures of
the Northwost,
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"".0TTBST TNDIANS IN TRANSITION® — in Advance Toward Raciel Understand

The Irdlan children from the Tulelip
jaservation who sttend the Marysville Publie
schools im western Woehington eshould find
shair teachers far better informed on thelr
grobleas this fall, thonlks to the prodigious
york of three women from the Everett Unitar-
jon Pellowship.

Distressed by conditions on the reser-
qation end wamting to do something nbout
them, they concluded after much inguiry that
the most lasting results would cons from en~
gouraging the education of ihe children. For
thoss well-informed on the subjoct doclare
thet THE GREAT BSHORTAGE OF CQAPARLE INDI.M
LEDERS SEEMS TO BELR & DIREOT R.TIO TO THE
WPPALLING NUMBER OF INDIAN YOUNG FEOPLE
[0 NOT HAVE aN ADEQUATE EDUQLTION. ==

One reason for this is poor school et-
“tendonee end eorly drop—outs. An incentive
for cdntipuous scheeling and ways of remeung
chstasles to it mpparently hod io ba provid-
s, &8 most Indien parents are themaelives
trapped in the opethy nnd hopeleassneas of
fomr or five genarations in & disrupted so-
cisty, they seldoo con instill this incontive
in their children. But ths teachers, also
in elose, daily ocomtact with then, might.
Thet is, if they were thoroughly aware of the
irkerart differences in on Indian's thinking -
end fasling, dus to his cultural bockground,
ed of the trying cod frustrating conditions
mder which ho exista, Mere goodwill nlene
would not suffies, But the sympethy and af-
fection which come with resl understonding
cight create self-confidence in o little In-
Gian child and help hin to succecd well
=ough in school to enjoy being thore. .

- To supply soome of this informotion which
wfortunstely post non-Indions do not pos=.
scss, these three women compiled o fourteen-
pege pamphist, ocoples of which were glven,
with the approval of the superintendent, to
ell the teachers of the Marysville sshools.
Tiis pamphlot is the result of over a year's
work of inquiry, diescuasion, study of count-
less books and articles, and many long bours
of writing. Titled "“NORTHWEST INDIANE IN
TNEITION,™ it covers the sssenthls of pre-
wiite Indimm eulture, the history of govern-
mamt-]Indian rolaotions from early tioes to
the presont, Indian econamis, hoalth and so-
¢lol problems, ond various survont.attecpte
o alleviate them, 4 list of well-selocted
Daterisl for further study is nleo included,

¥e of the NEWS consider this thoughtful
Fphlet 4o be cne of the most ocutstonding
comtributions to the advancemont of under-
Randing botween races that we have yet seen.
Betty Bartlett, chairman of tho committos,
- and Volne Hall. and Tes Deering are to be
Mghly cammonded, This is =& document thet
J sowld—and should-—be mdapted for use in all
other communities in the United Statos where
| [ndinn problems exist. The authors have mo
| blection to thie; in fact, they would wel-
e it. We believe, too, that meny Indians
f ™ legs than nop-Indisns, will find it en-
lightening ond extremely imteres€ing, Copies
| "y b6 obtained by writing to Mrs, E.W. Hall,
Fleming Road, Bverett, Washington. For
f sech copy,; plecse send fifteen cents fo cover
Postage and printing costs.

}
W1 NEWS Sep. 1958 -3

Here aro o few excerpts froo the panphlet:

"The committee does not sssume %o ‘know  the
cnawors, '"

"The Indion child,...bas cll the problams of
any child frem a low-income group, but also
«ssthe problame génerated by the conflict of
two ogulturee. Hie psople hove (had to dis-
vard) o way of 1ife without help in retain-
ing whaot wae especially Tine in their former
sulture so they night nlways hove o sense of
pride in ‘being 'Indion.'! It is o sad foct
that not only white children lmew little of
the Indian's heritege, but....todoy's Indiom
child hinself has little lmowledge of it,
Honco He doos not have the opportuntty to de-
voelop & senée of valus obout himself, ond
fasl eoooptable as on individunl,”

"Ihe (Northwest) Indinn had never had to oul-
tivate tho soil for food, for noturo had pro-
vided generously. The white oon rensoned
thot eince farming wam outdeor work, it wos
suited to outdoor people. But farming could
not give the scmpanlenship of the big hounses,
and fishing, hunting and gathering tripe.
The white agent wes in absolute guthority...
the Indians were allowed no rosponsibility
for their own affnirs. When Indians were
trooted as irresponsible children, pereonal
disintegrotion was the natural result. Bo-
eiologiete point cut that whonever o poopla
have their traditions ropidly romoved, are
not given adequate substitutes, or helpod to
sake tholr own decisions...self'-destructive,
hostile and apathetic attitudes develop."
"The outstanding problem of Indian children
i® poverty., COomtrary to popular bollef, In-
dions do not have penaficns. The per capita
anminl income of western Washington Indiana
is about §750.

"The Indinn ohild prabably cemes to scheocl
poorly nourished. There are children on tho
Tulalip Reservation who have hod no silk
since infancy, and are perpetually hungry."

"The tuberculosis rato for Indians o & timos
thet of whites. Lack of transportation le
an chetacle to oaking full use of health ser-
vicon which are aveilable."

".n Indian child with the health and secial
probloms many live with ecan sasily carry to
his wchool experiences feolings of incompe-
tenece, apathy and ipadequooy.”

8came interosting material availabls for
clossroom teaching of Indian history and
customs: "lodisves of [Puget Ssumd" and "A
Puget Sound Winter Village." Only ocost in
the return expense. Write to Washington
Btato Musoum, Wﬁ]’ lgﬁh AV Oy l\-=|| Beattles ﬁ
Weshington.

pEREEEW

ROLAED CHARLEY

Roland Oharley, the last chicf of the
Chinook Tribe, passed sway this sumer,
To all who knew ko, he will long be
remesbared for his great dignity and
inmtogrity, and for his inspiring cxmople
ge o fine represectative of the Indian .
raoe.
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