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LOUIS BRUCE NOMINATED AS COMMISSION-

ER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Secretary of the Interior Walter J.
Hickel, on behalf of President Nixon
has nominated Louis R. Bruce, 63, of
Richfield Springs, New York, as Com~-
missioner of Indian Affairs.

Bruce served as special assistant
commissioner for cooperative hous-
ing with the Federal Housing Admin-
istration until becoming executive
director for the Zeta Psi Foundation
and Fraternity in 1966.

Early in his career he was New York
State director for Indian projects
with the National Youth Administra-
tion. He has served as public re-
lations and promotions director of
Mid~Eastern Cooperatives; community
relations eonsultant with the New
York State Housing Division; vice
president of the Compton Advertis-
ing Agency of New York; and as a
member of the Board of Directors of
the Dairymen's League Cooperative
Association of New York.

He owns and until recently, opera-
ted a 600~acre dairy farm in Rich-
field Springs.

His father, Dr. Louis Bruce, a Mo~
hawk Indian, was until his death
last year a leader in working for a
better life for the Indian People.
Mr. Bruces mother was an 0Oglala
Sioux of the Pine Ridge Reservation
of South Dakots.

Bruce was born on the Onondaga Ind-
ian Reservation in New York and
grew up on the State's St. Regis
Mohawk Reservation. He is a grad-
uate of Cazenovia Seminary and Syr-
acuse University. He has received
a number of awards including the
American Indian Achievement Award
and the Freedoms Award, presented
by President Eisenhower for "out-
standing contributions in promoting
the Amerlcan way of life."

A member of the Association of Ind-
ian Affeirs, the Indian Council
Fire of Chicago, and the National
Congress of American Indians, he
has served as executive secretary
of the National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians.

He is married to the former Anna
Jennings Wikoff. They have three
children and five grandchildren.
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FULL STATEMENT OF LOUIS R. BRUCE,

- NEW COMMISSIONER OF BIA BEFORE

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE

Mr. Chairman and members of the
Committee, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to present this statement
in behalf of my nomination for
Commissioner of Indian Affiars,
Department of the Interior.

This post, in my view, offers to
any nominee one of the most ex-
citing and challenging public ser-
vice assignments in our Government
today. Not many appointments in










































