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	Heads Up!
Thursday, January 25th at 7pm in Communications 120, Ruth Wilson Gilmore will give a talk titled, “The Politics of Abandonment: The Prison Industrial Complex After 25 Years.”  Professor Gilmore is Chair of the Department of American Studies and Ethnicity and Associate Professor of Geography at University of Southern California.  Gilmore is the author of the new book Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis and Opposition in Globalizing California. A leading anti-prison activist, Gilmore is a member of the Prison Moratorium Project, California Prison Focus, and co-founder of the national, grassroots organization Critical Resistance, that over the past decade has sought to build “an international movement to end the ‘prison industrial complex’ by challenging the belief that caging and controlling people makes us safe.”
Monday January 29th 3:30-5pm in William Gates Hall, room 138:  Justice Albie Sachs of the Constitutional Court of South Africa will speak on human rights.  Justice Sachs has had a long and distinguished career in human rights advocacy defending people during the height of apartheid, working with the AND to develop a code of conduct, preparing a new constitution for South Africa and finally negotiating the formation of South Africa’s constitutional democracy. He was appointed to South Africa’s highest court by Nelson Mandela in 1994.   
Call for Papers: “Liberalism, Governance, and the Geographies of Law,” May 11-12, 2007.   The conference will bring together interested members of the University community to address contemporary relations between the operations of law and the construction and experience of the landscape.  We seek to explore and deepen collective appreciation for how law and geography possess an inextricably-linked connection.  Professor Nicholas Blomley, Department of Geography, Simon Fraser University; Professor Susan Coutin, Department of Criminology and Law and Society, University of California, Irvine; and Professor Mona Lynch, Department of Criminal Justice, San Jose State  University will present a paper from their ongoing work.  Each will also preside over a discussion of 2-3 working papers authored by University of Washington graduate students.  To be considered for this conference, the paper submission deadline is February 1.
Words from the Director                                    
Michael McCann
I trust that everyone enjoyed the holidays, and I wish all a splendid new year.  I want to congratulate Veronica Taylor and Susan Whiting on winning the huge grant to study ways to advance access to justice in rural China (see below); this is a terrific project joining the causes of research and egalitarian social reform.  We also congratulate Iza Hussin, who just accepted a position in the Legal Studies Program at University of Massachusetts, Amherst, one of the oldest and best known law and society programs in the nation.   Lots of other good things are happening.  Stay tuned for new iterations of the NSF IGERT grant, discussions about community outreach, and path breaking research by many among us.  

We’ve Been Busy

 Law School receives $1.3 Million to Improve Access to Justice in Rural China
 The Asian Law Center at the University of Washington School of Law was awarded a $1.3 million grant from the U.S. Department of State for a three year project to help promote and improve access to justice in Rural China.

The project, titled “Empowering Rural Communities: Legal Aid and the Rule of Law in Rural China,” will promote immediate access to law for citizens in three of China’s poorest provinces, as well as evaluate the country’s current legal aid services.  As part of the project, up to 100 Chinese county legal aid lawyers and law student interns will receive training.

UW Professor of Law Veronica Taylor, also the Director of the ALC, and UW Political Science Professor Susan Whiting are the lead faculty and UW Assistant Professor of Law Dongsheng Zang will serve as the country expert for the project, which begins January 2007.  The on-site partners will be the national law schools in Hunan, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region (IMAR) and Yunnan, some of the most under-resourced provinces of China, and the National Legal Aid Center, Justice Ministry (Beijing).

The ACL also manages the Afghan Legal Educators Project, funded by a $2 million grant in 2004 from the State Department to provide post-graduate legal training to Afghan faculty and curriculum development to train the Afghan legal community.       

CLASS GSA Corner

Victoria Babbit
Happy New Year!  This quarter I am looking forward to introducing the graduate lunchtime workshare.  I am looking for a few brave souls who would like to share papers, upcoming job-talks, or presentations in an informal setting.  These lunchtime get-togethers are designed to provide a supportive atmosphere to receive feedback on our work and to gain a better understanding of our colleagues’ work.   Please contact me if you are interested in participating.

Graduate Student of the Week
Name: Shauna Fisher
Department: Political Science
Year in Program: Already my 4th. Time flies . . . 

What are you working on this quarter? Reading for and taking my

comprehensive exams in Public Law and American Politics. I'll also have to work on the paper I'm presenting at the Western at the end of the quarter.

What are you teaching? I'm actually not teaching this year. I'm Michael

McCann's research assistant. This quarter I'll be coordinating undergraduates to code newspaper articles on the tobacco litigation, managing his databases, and preparing for work on the next issue area for spring quarter.

What are you looking forward to working on/doing next? I'm looking forward to getting my exams out of the way so I can finally really focus on developing a dissertation project. I'm also really looking forward to the

Law & Society meeting in Berlin. It's always my favorite conference and it'll be twice as nice this year since it's in a new city for me. 

What has been a highlight of your time at the UW thus far? Having an excuse to live in the Pacific Northwest and the support structure of really great

friends I've acquired that I suspect will last long after I leave here.   

Your favorite place/way to spend a long weekend: Taking day trips to various cities in the area, making a dent in my Netflix queue, or drinking lattes and reading science fiction. 

If you could have dinner with one person in the world (from the past or

now), who would it be (and why, if you'd like)? I'm going to cheat, because two answers immediately came to mind (forgive me). Dead: Gene Kelly – I idolized him when I was younger and wanted desperately to meet and tap dance with him. Alive: Eddie Izzard - I think he's brilliant, has a great outlook on his life, and I can always use a good laugh.
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