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	Heads Up!
Friday, 27 April 2007-“European Constitutionalism: National, Transnational and International Perspectives”
9:30 am - 3:30 pm Peterson Room, 4th Floor, Allen Library 

Participants include: Francesca Bignami (Duke University), Rachel Cichowski (University of Washington), Daniel Halberstam (University of Michigan), Martin Shapiro (University of California, Berkeley),Alec Stone Sweet (Yale University),Walter Walsh (University of Washington)

Friday, April 27, in Parrington Commons, and Saturday, April 28 in Parrington Forum.: Inaugural conference of the University of Washington's Institute for the Study of Ethnicity, Race, and Sexuality (WISER):"Evolving Racial Identities, the Ideology of Color-Blindness, and the State" Papers and presenters on the program can be found on our website: http://depts.washington.edu/uwiser/events.shtml
Wednesday, May 2 Johnson Hall, Room 102 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Peter Eigen “Good Governance Against Poverty and Conflict in Africa: Turning Extractive Industries From a Curse into a Blessing?”
Friday, May 4th  12:00-1:30pm  Gowen 1A-Judge Donald J. Horowitz
“Technology, Values, and the Justice System”
Thursday, May 3 Johnson Hall, Room 102 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Sam Daley Harris “Champions and Revolutionaries: Critical Ingredients for Ending Global Poverty”

Friday, May 4, Kane Hall, Room 110 5:30-7:30 p.m. Aron Cramer “Whither Global Corporate Citizenship? - From the United States to China and Beyond”
May 11-12, 2007, Simpson Center-“Liberalism, Governance, and the Geographies of Law,” Professor Nicholas Blomley, Simon Fraser University; Professor Susan Coutin, UC Irvine; and Professor Mona Lynch, San Jose State University will present a papers.  Each will also preside over a discussion of 2-3 working papers authored by UW students.  
Thursday, May 17, 3:30 - 5:30 pm Simpson Center-South Park - Selected Episodes “Krazy Kripples,” “Timmy 2000,” “Cripple Fight” and “Up the Down Steroid” examine political correctness, the search for a cure, and what is funny about disability. Faculty Participants: Rebecca Cory, DO-IT, Disability Studies, Crispin Thurlow, Communication Department.

May 18, noon-1:30.  LSJ Faculty Meeting.  

June 7, 4-6pm. Smith 120/Grieg Garden.   LSJ convocation ceremony.  We hope that all affiliated faculty and graduate students can come.

Words from the Director                                    
Michael McCann
Busy week, with lots of great events, ahead…Please note the faculty meeting on May 18 and LSJ convocation on June 7.  An end of the year party will be announced shortly; stay tuned for an announcement.   It will not be long before the LSJ group invades Berlin; a dozen graduate students and four faculty members are planning to attend the LSA meetings in July.  Summer is right around the bend…  

We’ve Been Busy
Rose Ernst (Political Science) received a two year position which transitions into a tenure track job in Urban/Metropolitan Politics at Seattle University. 
John Carr (Geography) will be starting as a visiting assistant professor teaching for the University of New Mexico's American Studies Department and the Communication and Journalism Department in January of 2008.
Iza Hussin (Political Science) has been awarded both a Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship and a Mellon /ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship for 2007-08.  She will choose among these and other options before starting a tenure track position at University of Massachusetts, Amherst the following year.
                    Congratulations  to John, Rose, and Iza!!!!

Arzoo Osanloo's book manuscript has been accepted for publication by Princeton University Press.  It is tentatively titled "There Are No Ladies Here: Women's Rights and Practice in the Islamic Republic of Iran," and it should be out in 2008.  Congratulations Arzoo!!!

Congratulations also go to Michael McCann who the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation has selected as a Guggenheim Fellow. His Guggenheim project is entitled "Public Interest Litigation and the Politics of Responsibility."  

On March 31, 2007, the University of Washington Guatemala Project held a benefit dinner and auction entitled "El Vuelo del Quetzal," at the Knights of Columbus Hall. The event, which was planned, organized, and executed by students who attended Prof. Angelina Snodgrass Godoy's 2005 and 2006 study abroad programs on human rights in Guatemala, aimed to raise $50,000 to support education for social change in coffee-growing communities. Thanks to the extraordinary hard work of the students and the generosity of the UW community, the event was successful in reaching this goal - and even overshooting it by several thousand dollars!
CLASS GSA Corner

Victoria Babbit
I hope everyone’s quarter is going smoothly!  This week Karen Rosenberg will present a paper “States of Justice: Canadian and US Feminists Theorize the Role of the State in Addressing Violence Against Women” for our graduate student workshare-please let me know if you can make it.  

For those of you interested in applying for the LSJ graduate certificate, the deadline is quickly approaching.  You will find detailed instructions on the LSJ/CLASS website. http://depts.washington.edu/class/lsj/
Notes from the field: Arda Ibikoglu


I hope everyone is enjoying the spring. I am very happy to be back from Turkey to enjoy yet another pretty cloudy Seattle spring. As some of you know, I spent 2006 in Turkey for my fieldwork. I went there really excited but I did not know how different a task it would be from everything I had done so far. I had mastered taking classes, criticizing books, and being able to talk practically about anything in graduate seminars or quiz sections! However, I realized I did not really know how to establish contacts for interviews; how not to get discouraged when potential interviewees did not show up for the second time for an interview; or how to walk the fine line between convincing people to trust you and not revealing the entirety of research without lying. I wish I was prepared for these issues.


My research is on political prisoners and prison life since 1980s. For that purpose, I interviewed former political prisoners, journalists, doctors, human rights activists, lawyers, and state officials. I conducted overall about 50 interviews and I am planning to continue interviewing when I go back to Turkey in the summer. I also had a chance to make a full-day visit to a new high-security F-type prison at Ankara in February 2007, just before coming back to Seattle. Overall, a big surprise for me was to see how much everyone was willing to talk to me and share their experiences (granted that I finally reached them after a couple of unsuccessful efforts.) Not only former political prisoners but also state officials had many intimate and interesting stories to share.


Another important issue/surprise was to deal with my emotions before and after meeting with widely criticized people. Interviewing the mastermind of the state’s bloody prison assaults in 2000, or the prison leader who played an important role in continuing hunger strikes until February 2007 (which overall cost more than 80 lives), I left the interviews clearly shaken by the internal coherency of their arguments. Meeting with these people who made deliberate decisions, knowing that prisoners would die as a result, I found myself at the uncomfortable position of seeing the world through their eyes. How could I sit with former political prisoners, listen to their horrible stories; and then go and eat lunch with one of these guys in a very civilized way? Our stories of academic objectivity seem to be too thin at times like these.


But I could end with a more humorous anecdote. I was visiting a certain prisoner families’ solidarity organization in October 2006. I was not able to meet with the person I was seeking, because they were all very busy for an upcoming small international conference against isolation in prisons. They asked whether I would help them if one of the translators failed to show up. I accepted. And as it appears, one of the translators indeed failed to show up the next day and they were begging me to do the translations from Turkish to English. Only after I said yes, I realized that I was expected to do simultaneous translation in a small cabinet at backstage for eight hours! It was indeed one of the hardest things I have ever done, but it took some time for me to realize that it was the perfect job for a researcher in fieldwork. There I was, already translating my subjects’ words about prisons and isolation to an English-speaking world! And even better, like a true academic serving the world of knowledge, I was doing it for free!


I am very happy to be back. Hope to see you all in May 11-12 at the conference.
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