
 
 
 
The talk will draw from his new book The Judicial Construction of Europe (Oxford 
University Press, 2004).  The law and politics of European integration have been 
inseparable from one another since the 1960s, when the European Court of Justice 
announced a wave of foundational decisions that would gradually serve to 
“constitutionalise” the Treaty of Rome.  In his latest book, Alec Stone Sweet, one of the 
world’s foremost social scientists and legal scholars, blends deductive theory, quantitative 
analysis of aggregate data, and qualitative case studies to explain the dynamics of 
European integration and institutional change in the EU since 1958.  He shows that the 
activities of market actors, lobbyists, legislators, litigators and judges became linked to one 
another in various ways, giving the EU its fundamentally expansionary character.  He then 
assesses the impact of Europe’s unique legal system on the evolution of supranational 
governance, tracing outcomes in three policy domains: free movement of goods, sex 
equality, and environmental protection.   

Alec Stone Sweet is Leitner Professor of Law, Politics, and International Studies, Yale 
University (Yale Law School and Department of Political Science) and Official Fellow and 
Chair of Comparative Government, Nuffield College, Oxford University.  He has published 
widely in the area of law, politics and judicialization including such books as The Birth of 
Judicial Politics in France (1992, OUP), European Integration and Supranational Governance 
(with W. Sandholtz 1998, OUP), The European Court and the National Courts (with A-M. 
Slaughter and J. Weiler 1998, Hart), Governing with Judges (OUP, 2000), The 
Institutionalization of Europe (with W. Sandholtz and N. Fligstein, OUP, 2001) and On Law, 
Politics, and Judicialization (with M. Shapiro, OUP 2002).  

For further information, please contact the Center for West European Studies at 206.543.1675 or 
email cwes@u.washington.edu.   
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