
Katherine Beckett 
Department of Sociology and Law, Societies & Justice Program 

Box 353340 
University of Washington 

Seattle, Washington 98195-3340  
(206) 543-4461           kbeckett@u.washington.edu 

 
Professional Preparation: 
 B.A., Department of Sociology, University of California at San Diego, June 1986. 
 M.A., Department of Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles, June 1989. 
 Ph.D., Department of Sociology, University of California at Los Angeles, June 1994.  
 
Appointments:  
 Associate Professor, University of Washington, Department of Sociology and Law,   
  Societies & Justice Program, 2001-the present. 
 Assistant Professor, Indiana University, Department of Criminal Justice and Adjunct  
  Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, 1996 to 2000. 
 Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Michigan, Department of Sociology, 1994-6.  
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Beckett, Katherine and Steve Herbert. “Managing Marginality: Social Control in the 
 Post-Industrial City.” Forthcoming in Theoretical Criminology. 2007. 
“Race, Drugs and Policing: Understanding Disparities in Drug Delivery Arrests” (with 
 Kris Nyrop and Lori Pfingst). Criminology 44, 1 (February 2006): 105-138.  
“Drug Use, Drug Arrests, and the Question of Race: Lessons from Seattle” (with Kris 
 Nyrop, Lori Pfingst and Melissa Bowen). Social Problems 52, 3 (August 2005): 
 419-41.  
The Politics of Injustice: Crime and Punishment in America. With Theodore Sasson. Pine 
 Forge Press, 2000. Revised and updated second edition, Sage Publications, 2004. 

 
Other Significant Publications 
 Making Crime Pay: Law and Order in Contemporary American Politics, Oxford 

 University Press, 1997. Published in the Crime and Public Policy Series, edited 
 by Norval Morris and Michael Tonry. 

  “Governing Social Marginality: Welfare, Incarceration, and the Transformation of State  
  Policy” (with Bruce Western). Punishment and Society 3,1 (January 2001): 43-

 59.   
  “Crime, Politics and the Public: The Sources of Mass Incarceration in the U.S.A.” With  
   Theodore Sasson. The Japanese Journal of Sociological Criminology 29 (2004),  

  pp. 27-49.  
  “How Unregulated is the U.S. Labor Market? The Dynamics of Jobs and Jails, 1980- 
   1995.” With Bruce Western. American Journal of Sociology 104, 3 (January  

  1999): 1030-60.  
  “Systeme Penal et Marche du Travail aux Etats-Unis” [“The Penal System and Labor  

  Market in the United States”]. With Bruce Western and David Harding. Actes de 
 la Recherche en Sciences Sociales 124 (September 1998): 27-36. Special edition: 
 De L’Etat Social a L’Etat Penal [From the Social to the Penal State], edited by 
 Pierre Bourdieu and Loic Wacquant. Republished in Portugese in the  Brazilian 



 Journal of the Instituto Carioca de Criminologia, Discursos Sediciosos. Crime, 
 Direito e Sociedade, 11, Spring 2002, in honor of Pierre Bourdieu. 

   “Crime, Control, and the Culture of Late Modernity.” Law and Society Review 35, 4  
   (2001). 

 
Synergistic Activities: 

Law and Society Association, Board of Trustees, 2007-9.  
National Science Foundation, Law and Social Sciences, Grant Reviewer (deferred).  
Law and Society Association, Co-Chair, Program Committee, 2005-6.  
Consultant, Racial Disparities Project of the Seattle Defender’s Association, 2003-7. 
Book Review Editor, Punishment and Society, January 1999 to March 2002. 

 Chair, Law and Society Association, Article Prize Committee, 2001-2002. 
Outstanding Article Award, Law and Society Association, 1999-2000, “How  

Unregulated is the U.S. Labor Market? The Dynamics of Jobs and Jails, 1980- 
1995” (with Bruce Western). 

 Outstanding Article Award, Political Sociology Division of the American Sociological  
  Association, 1999-2000, “How Unregulated is the U.S. Labor Market? The  
  Dynamics of Jobs and Jails, 1980-1995” (with Bruce Western).  
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 Western, Bruce (Princeton University) 
 
Graduate Advisors: 

Gilliom, Franklin (University of California, Los Angeles) 
Reinarman, Craig (University of California, Santa Cruz) 
Roy, Bill (University of California, Los Angeles) 
Szelenyi, Ivan (University of California, Los Angeles) 

 
Graduate Advisees: 

Bond, Christine (University of Queensland) 
Bowen, Melissa (a P.h.D. student in Sociology at the University of Washington) 
Brown, Liz (P.h.D. student in Geography at the University of Washington) 
Brown, Michelle (Ohio University) 
Corva, Dominic (P.h. D. student in Geography at the University of Washington) 
Cruz, Kenneth (a P.h.D. student in Sociology at the University of Washington) 
Doan, Kerri  (P.h.D. student in Political Science at the University of Washington) 
Durfee, Alesha (Arizona State University) 
Fannin, Maria (P.h.D. student in Geography at the University of Washington) 
Hoffman, Bruce  (Ohio University) 
Kuyucu, Tuna (a P.h.D. student in Sociology at the University of Washington) 
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