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I am looking for Ph.D. and M.Sc. students for investigations into the ecology of plants and their natural enemies 

(herbivores and pathogens) in Ontario and elsewhere. Recent work by my lab has centred on the effects of these 

enemies on non-native species. We have used field experiments and surveys to test whether alien plants 

experience reduced rates of insect and pathogen damage, as predicted by the Enemy Release Hypothesis, and 

whether damage depends upon phylogeny, latitude, population isolation, and other factors. Information on our 

research can be found at my home page (www.utm.utoronto.ca/~w3pkota). 

 

We are a thriving department at a leading research institution, with excellent resources and many opportunities 

for interaction and collaboration. All graduate students are guaranteed a stable minimum income, currently 

around $24,000 from a variety of sources, as well as support for research and conference travel; it is helpful (but 

not essential) if you also have your own fellowship support. Information on application procedures and our tri-

campus graduate program can be found at http://www.eeb.utoronto.ca/grad.htm. We accept applications for 

2015 beginning this November, and begin to review them in January. Interested students should contact me via e-

mail: peter.kotanen@utoronto.ca. 
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