Reflection:   Graded student work                                                                                                                              Janet Ash


Reflection
Tests:
This assessment project brought some long standing teaching issues to the fore for me. Knowing what and how to assess is a real struggle. Writing a good test is the hardest part of teaching. I want the students to show what they know, but I also want to challenge them to make connections between the various pieces of knowledge they are gaining in the course. I am particularly sensitive to not tricking students and sometimes they think a challenge is a trick!

Students receive a pretest which is longer and harder than the actual exam; completing the pretest is good preparation for my tests.

Homework:

What do I want the students to learn?

I want the students to learn to work through their struggles and appreciate the benefits of planning their program design before coding. I want students to learn pair programming.  I also want them to see how their learning all fits together, and how their homework matches up with the course objectives.

Why do I choose the homework assignments?

The homework is chosen to 

· give students practice with course objectives

· get students to read the textbook

· prepare them for the next computer science course

Because I encourage pair programming, I get almost all homework turned in on time and complete. I want the students to do well on their homework assignments. The amount of material covered in a Java 1 course is already overwhelming, so I try to make a short easy programming problem and a longer more complex program. 


This assignment helped me be critical of my assignments. I don't think I am connecting with the students on tighter cohesion within a Java class & looser cohesion between Java classes, really teaching them about object-oriented thinking.  As a result of this month, I am getting clearer about describing for the students about “loose coupling” and “tighter cohesion”.  I haven't figured out how to quantify “good class creation” in a way the students can understand for their own assignments.


When the students turn in their homework, they also include any in-class work for the week. I give them extra credit for this; the sole purpose is to encourage in-class participation.

Homework Written Comments—what gets my pen going?:


My comments emphasize readability and style. I mark down for uneven margins, poor naming, magic numbers, and uncommented code.  Although it is easy to see what's wrong, I write down what's done well: clear code, good use of Scanner class, good class design. Of course, their grades are lower for wrong calculations, although I rarely take more than 10% off.  My reflection is that students learn a lot from teacher input, but it’s hard to find the time for this.
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