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This is a description of the scaffolding around which my course is built:

· How does this course fit into your program?

This course is for computer science majors and electrical engineering majors planning on attending the University of Washington.  There is a follow-up course in Java data structures. Pre-engineering students may take this course or a procedural C++ course for their required programming course.
· Who are my students?
My students have taken pre-calculus. Most of them work part time; a few work full time. For most, this is their first programming course. Most are men, most are under 30.  There are always about 25% international students.  Historically, the students who come from underrepresented groups fare less well from day one.
· How many will be enrolled?
The class capacity is 18; I generally accept up to 5 more if there's room. 
· Are they primarily majors or non majors? At what level?

The students are either freshmen or sophomores. They are computer science majors, computer engineering or electrical engineering majors, with a few random exceptions.

· What material can I safely assume that students will know?

I can assume some fluency in English.
We don't do math problems, but the pre-calc prerequisite seems to deliver students who can do some abstract thinking, and problem solving.

· What courses have they already completed?

Pre-calc; some have taken lots of math, physics, and engineering, others not.
· What courses might they be taking while enrolled in mine?

Some math course, maybe physics, a distribution class
· Will any teaching/tutoring assistance be available?

Some quarters I get a tutor if there are specific students struggling
· What sorts of technological resources will be in the classroom?

The classroom is brand new and each student has a computer and a monitor, which can swivel at right angles to get a clear view of the front of the classroom
· What constraints exist in regards to

· budget 

There is money for paper for the printer; there is money for a student tutor if needed

· credit hours

No constraints

· lab availability

Great situation. There is a computer lab, with a student network on the computers. It is open days and evenings, but limited on the weekend.  However, there are computers in the library.  The problem is that the campus computers are slow.
· textbook decision-making 

I get to decide (at least until there is another computer science instructor!)
· What is the retention rate?

For years, the course has had a reputation for being “really hard”, but my retention rate is high. I'm the only programming teacher at present.  Sometimes there is a student who just doesn't get it, and even after I hired an individual tutor for one such student, the result was failure.
· Is the course required?

The course is required for students getting an Associate of Science Option 2 degree (engineering and computer science majors). It is also required for students who wish to enroll in the Java Data Structures course.
· How many sections are offered?

This year, there are two sections offered, one winter quarter, one spring, but our enrollment is way up so that might be increased. This year we will have between 25 and 30 students total for the two quarters.  I am in the middle of making the procedural C++ course a prerequisite. 
· What fraction are engineering students?

About half. 
· Are they substantially different in any way from the CS students?

Surprisingly, they may have different skills, but both groups seem to do about the same overall.
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