Context Reflections
                                                                                                                                                      Janet Ash


· What aspects of context are significant?

My students are pretty young, mostly men, and have a wide range of programming knowledge.

My campus environment is supportive and I have lots of independence and lots of responsibility.
The lack of women in computer science bothers me and I hope to change that at Green River, right now as a mentor, but eventually as a student group advisor.
It would be great if I did recruitment in the high schools, but the resources that would allow release time aren’t available this year.

· How does context affect my course design and teaching?

Because there is a follow-up course, there are certain subjects that must be covered.

I'm surprised at how well students find time to meet out of class; unfortunately if a student is too busy working, that student will not be in a pair.
Also, teaching at a community college and working with a terrific engineering faculty colleague, the two of us have an expectation that we will do everything possible to keep students motivated and staying with the course.

· How does this course fit in with other courses in its surrounding curriculum? 

It comes before a data structures class in Java. My plans are to make a procedural programming course a prerequisite. 
· How did this course come to be? 

This course is a recent development, after the University of Washington Seattle changed their introductory programming language to Java. Since then, I've had numerous opportunities with the University of Washington Tacoma to align what I'm teaching with what they are teaching, so the students are well prepared.
· What is my attitude toward this course? 

I'm not convinced that an introductory programming should be object-oriented, which is why I’m changing the requirement to make the C++ procedural course as a prerequisite. 

I also think there is just too much material to cover in one quarter, unless one wants it to be a weeding-out course, which doesn't interest me.  Again, I'm hoping the procedural prerequisite will help this.

So, before this, I've taught this course as a total introductory programming course and it was so hard to get the basics covered and the object-oriented philosophy.
· What is the attitude of other faculty in your department toward this course? 

Cooperative and supportive and interested.  Generally, really good students take this course.
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