Reflection: Peer Observation with Laurie Murphy                                                                            Janet Ash


The Peer Observation sessions were surprisingly informative, and a lot of fun.

What did you learn about your teaching by being observed?
I learned that something you can get so nervous about can turn out great.  I learned helpful pointers about teaching from Laurie, specifically
· break down powerpoint slides so less material is given at once; using the animation option can help with this

· good use of reinforcing students

· powerpoint slides had letters with too light of a color
· giving students 2 minutes to formulate questions regarding yesterday’s class was a great idea and I might leave review slide up while they do
· she liked asking for answers from students by row

· the amount of surfing going on increased as one moved from the front of the class to the back but some surfing was clearly class related (getting class slides, looking at Java docs, etc.) and when it came time for pair work everyone stopped surfing and participated

· Nice suggestion to ask students to work with someone they don’t know, although they seemed a little reluctant to get up and move—might want to try having them stand up first or using random pair assignments
· students worked well in pairs and she thought I was very adept at walking around and checking students’ work; they seemed very comfortable asking questions

· great idea to poll them to see who was ¼ done, half done, etc

· nice job of tying things together at the end and praising students for doing a great job.

· I learned that I could be more confident about what I am doing, since someone I highly respect said I did a great job involving students, being enthusiastic, and presenting information

· I learned to fix up the powerpoints to allow for less material on the screen at one time

· I relearned what I already knew; teaching involves keeping your well full and this observing/being observed dynamic was a renewal exercise. 
What did you learn about your teaching by being an observer?

· I learned we are all in this together—faculty & students
· I learned to use more specific vocabulary when lecturing
· I learned my teaching, which I always try to make more dynamic, just can’t always be that way. The nature of the beast is delivering new material to students who don’t know the material, and at times it is just serious delivery.
· I enjoyed the opportunity to interact with another person in my field, specifically another woman in my field.
What might you do differently the next time, in either role?

· Written feedback on course materials such as handouts, exams, and syllabi 

· interviews with each other’s students

Asides. . .The process of peer observation had many side benefits:
Getting to know Laurie Murphy has been a highlight of this yearlong project.  When one teaches computer science at a community college, often there are not many colleagues in your subject.  For me to talk about computer science and programming and teaching with a fellow woman teacher was an amazing breath of fresh air.  I was astonished at how much it meant to me.  I thrive on personal connection and meeting with and working with a woman so competent and smart with all the juggling of having a family also was inspirational.  I know the juggling well. 

Also, the visit to Pacific Lutheran University was a rare opportunity to visit another campus while school is in session and to be in the environment of a four year institution.  It’s a beautiful campus full of art and landscape and buildings with natural light being built.

When Laurie came to Green River, I was both nervous about my teaching and proud of my school.  Proud of my school because of its natural beauty, its new Technology Building, and the environment with my Green River faculty colleagues putting students first.  Nervous because after gaining tenure, one is rarely observed except during the post-tenure process every 3 years.  I wanted Laurie to think I was a good teacher and that my students were learning so much in my class and that what I was emphasizing was important to her also.
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