Teaching Philosophy Artifact & Annotation                                                                                      Janet Ash


Conceptualization of Learning
· A classroom full of students who are learning course material well is a reflection of a good teacher.  How does learning occur with many students and different ways of learning? 

I do lots of learning--as part of life and as part of being a computer science and engineering teacher. So I tend to globalize my experiences of learning. I teach in the ways I learn best:

· hear it explained (interactive lecture)

· read, getting extra references when necessary

· do, writing algorithms, writing programs, testing a variety of applications, and answering questions about conceptual material 

· look for connections with what I already know 

· talk with others

· put in the time

· try to break down new material into small steps

My experience with students has led me to believe that students learn when they are offered many different ways to grasp new concepts. I’ve found that the more time I spend learning new material, the more interesting it becomes, and the momentum of concentrated time will move one further than expected.  I believe that material is learned when students spend more time studying.  
· Students learn better when they are able to 

· participate in a lecture, 

· practice writing programs by designing an algorithm and implementing in code, 

· learn to work in pairs, 

· have a clear understanding of where the new information fits in with what they already know, 

· understand where the course is headed—how does new material fit in with the overall structure of the course, 

· establish outside relevance—how will I ever use this?

· do simple ungraded in class assignments and be successful,

· feel safe and comfortable asking questions, 

· work in study groups outside of class, 

· use instructor office hours, 

· grasp the concept that learning belongs to them,

· not feel shame when they don’t understand new material, 

· respect the difficulty of the material being covered, 

· stay connected with at least 1 other student in the class,

· understand the textbook and have a good familiarity with the English language,

· fit new material into previous knowledge, 

· have a peer group of fellow learners, 

· get rest and exercise and counseling if needed, 

· get tutoring if needed.

Conceptualization of Teaching
Students tell me I conduct my classes with enthusiasm.  Students tell me they've never worked so hard and had such a good time in a course.  I really try to challenge each student to the best of that individual's abilities.

Sometimes I feel like Queen Elizabeth I, as she courted all the rulers of Europe, never intending to lose any of her monarchy power, but encouraging these different countries.  I try to keep students going for “just one more week” as they struggle with the rate of new information.

The longer I teach, the more I realize that good visuals, open discussion, clear organization and a positive climate increase the learning of students of all abilities. I let them know I am genuinely interested in their work and struggles. I try to give honest warnings before a test to students who are lagging and tips for catching up.

Goals for Students
A student who is successful in my course has
· been forced to think, 

· been forced to persevere
· learned basic concepts, not just random facts,

· learned how to learn more,

· learned to work better with others,

· learned to solve problems better, i.e., write  algorithm steps or graphically portray solution steps

· a framework of where this course fits in with their academic life and, perhaps, their interests

· an increased sense of what computer science is about
· been responsible and accountable
· a sense of when they DON'T understand something!
Implementation of the Philosophy

My classroom environment is structured to be supportive. I am enthusiastic about the material, use lots of humor, make sports analogies, and ask frequently for feedback.
I work to keep the class environment upbeat. I have individual conversations during in class exercises to encourage students or point out what might help them, knowing names from the first week or knowing students around the department before the class starts (“Hey Janet, I get to have your class next quarter”).
Students are encouraged to not work in isolation, and this is practiced daily during class time. I use simple language to explain new concepts, and work to scaffold new material upon previously learned material.
I truly put students first in my professional decisions on committee work and other faculty responsibilities. From the bottom of my heart, I care and respect my students and treat them with kindness. I try to be the same person in all parts of my life, and to be fair and honest with all my students.

Note to self:  This does not address how my teaching philosophy is reflected in assessment of course outcomes.
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