UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON CONSENT FORM

Investigating Peer Assessment

Investigator:  Josh Tenenberg, Associate Professor, Computing and Software Systems, Institute of Technology, University of Washington, Tacoma, (253) 692-5860, jtenenbg@u.washington.edu.

Investigator's statement

I am asking that we can use the materials you produce in TCSS 360/560 for a research study.  The purpose of this consent form is to give you the information you will need to help you decide whether or not to be in the study.  Please read the form carefully.  You may ask questions about the purpose of the research, what I would ask you to do, the possible risks and benefits, your rights as a volunteer, and anything else about the research or this form that is not clear.  When all your questions have been answered, you can decide if you want to be in the study or not.  This process is called ‘informed consent.’

PURPOSE AND BENEFITS

I want to better understand your experiences in TCSS 360/560, especially the effectiveness of the software lifecycle development practices and documentation. I would like to look at the work you produce throughout the course, and to use your work in reporting the results of this research to the community of computer science educators.  I hope the results of this study will help us create better requirements, materials, and practices for software development courses in computing, both here at UW Tacoma and in other universities. You might not directly benefit from taking part in this research study.

PROCEDURES

If you choose to be in this study, I would like to use your class assignments for research.  The assignments include your software requirements documents, design documents, programs, tests, weekly reports, project retrospective, internet-based exercises, and individual project reports.  Whether you choose to have your assignments used for research or not for research will not affect your course grade.  I will not ask you to undertake any extra work as a result of consenting to participate in this research.

RISKS, STRESS, OR DISCOMFORT

Some people feel that providing information for research is an invasion of privacy. We have addressed concerns for your privacy in the section below. 

OTHER INFORMATION

Taking part in this study is voluntary. You can stop at any time. If you decide to participate now and change your mind later, you can withdraw your materials any time before we de-identify the assignments. We will keep your assignments on a secure computer or in a locked filing cabinet. We will link all of your assignments with a code and destroy links from this code to your identity by September 30 following the end of the quarter in which you choose to participate. If we publish the results of this study, we will not use your name.

If you have any questions about this research study, please contact Josh Tenenberg at the phone number or e-mail address above. If you have questions about your rights as a research subject, contact the University of Washington Human Subjects Division at 543-0098. Taking part in this study is voluntary. If you have any questions about this research study, please contact Josh Tenenberg at the phone number or e-mail address above.

All data collected will be kept confidential by storing them on secure computers or in locked filing cabinets.  Any publication that results from the analysis of the data collected will contain no specific names.

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of investigator             Printed Name                                                Date

Subject’s statement
This study has been explained to me.  I volunteer to take part in this research.  I have had a chance to ask questions.  If I have questions later on about the research I can ask the investigator listed above.  If I have questions about my rights as a research subject, I can call the University of Washington Human Subjects Division at (206) 543-0098. I have a copy of this consent form. 

                                                                       ___________________________________________________________________________

Signature of subject                    Printed name                                                Date  
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Investigator’s file




Subject
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