First Place School: Goals and Objectives

Description:

First Place serves families struggling with the risks and realities of homelessness.  You will participate in the First Place School, working with children from age 3 through 12 who are enrolled for up to 3 years. Their families live in the Greater Seattle area.  Programs embrace multisystemic family therapy, and specialize in hard-to-serve families with multiple barriers to stability, including:
· At-risk for homelessness or currently homeless

· Mental illness

· Domestic violence

· Substance abuse/dependence

· Former incarceration of a parent

Every family who comes through First Place enrolls in case management as a vital process of moving from homelessness to self-sufficiency.  Services are provided at no cost to clients, and include rental assistance to families facing eviction, meeting family basic needs, and offering service-enriched transitional housing.  First place provides “wraparound” case management support to all enrolled families.  Five core competencies toward self-sufficiency make up case management:

1. Housing
2. Job Readiness/Employment
3. Education/Training
4. Life Skills
5. Health
Resident Role and Expectations

You will meet with the director and with the school psychologist, who will discuss socioeconomic, cultural & ethnic diversity and trauma.  You will tour the facility, and participate in the classroom and semi-structured settings of the students.
Required Reading:

· Complex Trauma in Children and Adolescents
· Wraparound
Contact:

Patricia Russell, PsyD - Psychologist
prussell@firstplaceschool.org
(206) 323-6715

Educational Goals

· Exposure to children in transition whose families struggle with the risk or reality of homelessness and crises that impact family stability

· Opportunity to observe high quality education in safe, small classroom settings for children in grades KG through 6th, including assessments and evaluations of children affected by complex trauma
Learning Objectives:

Because of participating in the First Place School activity, trainees will be able to:

a. Medical Knowledge

· identify key psychosocial issues for different aged children disadvantaged by complex trauma 
b. Patient Care

· recognize opportunities and available resources in high quality, individualized education for their patients living with complex trauma

c. Systems-based Practice

· describe the “Classroom Without Walls” program as a community research-based approach that integrates multiculturalism, language arts, social studies and technology

· identify available supports and resources for the primary care provider in participating in the coordinating of transition to school placement for children living with complex trauma
