Observing the Montessori Classroom

NOTE: Try to imagine that the following activities may be observed more frequently at some points in the day, or less frequently at other points in the day. Do not try to count instances in a short period of time, as that would be a false way to understand what you are seeing, instead, try to imagine that a day has many events, a week has even more. Down load this page for your visit to our Montessori School!

	______
	Children are treated with respect

	______
	Teachers use calm voices

	______
	The room is clean, but children are active in the room. 

	______
	Materials are kept orderly by both children and teachers

	______
	There are zones for sets of activities, and children may chose where to work on their tasks.

	______
	The room reflects children's art, along with other items they create. 

	______
	The children are encouraged to move about quietly

	______
	Adults move about among the children

	______
	Children have a variety of interactions during work

	______
	Work periods are punctuated by active play, or snack.

	______
	Children's responses are used to build lessons 

	______
	Teachers use a limited about of "telling"

	______
	Children are helped to talk respectfully to one another and to adults 

	______
	Adults move carefully around children's work, or 
their circles, to show that they respect children's right not to have unnecessary interruptions

	______
	Adults offer new vocabulary to children so that they have more knowledge about their activities

	______
	The classroom reflects careful planning, based on a respect for children's needs

	______
	Items are readily available

	______
	Items are showcased in attractive containers

	______
	Color is used to enhance experience

	______
	Activities reflect seasonal or holiday themes

	______
	Items are in good repair and all parts are available

	______
	Children are encouraged to use their language, in order to develop concepts fully 

	______
	Teachers use children's words to respond to their work, but expand on syntax and vocabulary.

	______
	Teachers encourage children to use their language skills to solve socialization problems.
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