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Mr. Michael E. Krauss

Alaska Native Lanquace Center
Univeristy of Alaska
Fairbanks, Rlaska 29701

Dear Mr. Krauss,

Your Noverher 1 letter has heen turned over to me hy Russel Rak,
T am enclosina a xerox conv of the myth vou are interested in —- hoth
a free translation and the interlinear. There is also a letter from
Chapman to Nr. Coddard explaininc the circumstance of the translation.
T hope this is what vou recuested. Our charge for the xeroxing is $3.80.
Please make out the check to the Department of Anthropoloav, American
Museum of Natural History.

The six cylinder§ (cat. no.1837-1842, field #1-#6, "anvik Alaska")
mentioned in the letter are no longer here. They may have been sent out
to Indiana University (Archives of Traditional Music) along with our
cther cylinders. There is a list of songs ( I have included a CORY) -
These may have been part of the cylinder material.

A copy of the manuscript nmaterial was sent to Miss Francis Densnore,
Redwing, MN in 1944. I'm not sure what use she made of it.

Sincerely,

//- \w/[ }'(C/:

Philip/cC. Giff
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The Avenger.

- There was < man amd his wife who lived .alone.They
had no neighbors and they had lost the last of their child-

~ren;—From that-time they looked fcrward to nothing.”

——— Now;the-husband set to work to make a bone doll, but

he concealed it from his wife. After a few days it ms finish—

~edy but he said nothing to her about it. The next rworning, st

SN
i Tay ated.

a little after daybreak, he awoke while his wife was still
“gleeping. As she lay~ there ‘he placed the doll upon her belly
and laid hia hand upon 1t Soon 1.£ disappeared and again they -

T " Yes, he did just that, and after a whihihis*ﬁifé'""'”r"f””

awoke. Now this was all before daylight; but the dawn came on.

“before he had finished;  "So then, she arose, poor thing, and
- they sat up as usual and ate whatever scraps of food they hap- |

“pened to have left in the house.”

"The next day they did the same; but on the second

morning, when they awoke she turned back to her husband,saying,

"Are you there? Why, it seems to me as though I were to have
another child". So, they say, she said to her dear husband.

‘“Yes?" he said,  "Is that what you say about your condition?"

Yes. So then, allat once it began to be apparent. Her girth
‘increased and she lost her strength. At length, all at once
her time came and she began to have her palns. Her husband
huskand climbed up upon the cache, to get the necessary things.
He put a pair of summer deerskins together, the hair ocutside,

—and bringing them down-he put them.under her.

SRR Now, while.she was having her pains, he tHrew- into ey

fire wowe of those small, black stones, the very mmallones,

..8uch_as. -are found at- -the edge of the water. - j ~

e

1nq 11£e coalﬂ, he threw

minmiar . S0 then, it_seems, all was-over.--When the-child was
aliv=red behold a boy.
A boy 1t Tas, sure enough The father was overjoyed.
. Then, with a piece of -the-deerskin -that he had cut off he wiped -
the child. Ah! Before he did this, as_soon as he had cut the

~1%ttle cord, taking out of the fire tE54b 11ttle stoneg,-glow--

into the child's mouth.

He_fhrew i+ 1nto hiq mou+h Hb swt1103ud 1t. Then also

he put into his mouth the skin of one of those little ermine,
the size of mice. He swallowed that,too. Also hz put-into his m
mouth a feather and he swallowed that. That was all.—

So._then, after.that he wiped him. Then he.put_ him into
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something or another and wrapped him up, while he cared for
his wife, doing whatever he could for her.

; Very soon, they say, the child began to walk;and the
wife also did well and soon they began to enjoy theirgexistence
as before.

‘Just as soon as the child began to walk, he began to
explore out of doers. Once, they say, as he was golng around---

(The story teller interrupts himself to tell how the
parents try to evade the questions of the child, as to what he
has seen in-his rambles.)

"Nobody lives here but us", they said. "That's the
fact. We are the only ones that live here". But, you see, they
were putting him off, even though they said that they were the »./,
ones that lived there. o

He had seen where there has been a large village in
the course of his walking around, and where there had been
winter houses. And he thought a great deal about 1t but told
his parents nothing of what he had seen.

T4 was while he was growing up that this took place.
fis parents were not at all pleased with his ccntinued question-
ing). 1They made as though they would have struck his mouth.
"T tell you vwe are the only ones that live here, just as w¥e have
always done. Stopiit", they sazid.

Now, when he was grown, he cccupled himself with hunt-
ing. All around the place the carcases of the animals that
he killed were propped up against the trees. A greatr nunter he
was ,indeed.

. At length, it seems, he prevalled upon his parents to
answer the questions that he had been asking them. Tired of
refusing him, as it appears, they said, "This is the way that
it was. Cnce there was a kashlime full of your brothers. That
was the way that 1t was; but(they went awayand) not one of them
came back to us. That was the end of them and of thiévillage.
Now what do you say thatrmir yau will do about it?" lsaid they.
" go=~0-0. Is that what you sayj" he said to them.

So now, they say 1t seems that at the time of dmke the
ice leaving the river he becams impatient."So downstream it was
that they went- those who were lost. Only downstream 1t was
that they went, and nothing more was ever heard of them".

Then he built a kyak: ané at length, although his par-
ents were unwilling to let him go, the time came for him to
leave.
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So he went, nevertheless. Now he put women's clothing into

his kyak. What was that for, I wonder? His parents went down
to see him off. They sat down on the bank above him( with their
knees drawn up under their parkas), while he got into his kyak.
" "T shall be very anxlous about you. You are poor and need me;
but T have this to do, and T shall be back soon", he said.

" "yes, we know", they said. He pushed off and paddled out into
the middle of the river, looking back at them as he went down-

" stream. There they sat, side by side, his dear parents.

So then, across the river and downstream by the regular
route he went. There they go, inshore on the farther side he
" also went

On the shore, coming directly towards him from down the
river, there was something running. It was a mink. Then it came
direectly abreast of him, on the shore, it stopped rumning. It
raised itself on its hind legs. It pushed back its hood. It

- called to him.My older brother) it sazi1d,'take me into your
canoe. T will go with you".

So he went towards him, inshore. "How many of your

- brethren have T bespoken, said he, yet they pald no attention
to me" So, going inshore and paddling up to him, he got in and
they went off together. Down, down , I am can't say how far.
"Down there! i1hereit is, down there'" Below them, stretching
across the river, was a mountain. It lay across the stream

as though shutting it off. "uhat's it, down there", he said.

They paddled towards it and soon were not far away.
. "That's it} said he to to the elder, "down there. It's no use.
You'll never get past it alive", said he.

Well, they kept on downstream, still down. The mountain
. appeared to block the great river, still they paddled towards
1t. / As they went, he sald to the elder, " Do just as T tell
_you. Don't go contrary to my vords. Do Jjust as T tell yau".

As they came a little nearer, here lies a straight
stretch ahead; and as they come nearer still, all at Once,
. downstrear and inshore came someone paddling in a dug-out.

A-a a-a-a yal-ya-uaa-a-~qga-z ha, Ye-he-e~ya Va-qa-a-a-qa Ye-he
O-hai-1 e whetbgted .

e (Gon yit!!) "In this!! That's 1t, in the middle (of the
30n8$ there is something. That's your oldest brother's name
that he is saylng in the middle. It's your oldest.imrmdimer snomsme
brother that he is singing about", he said.

Leaning far forward over the deck of his boat and
swaying his head from side to side as he sang, he came paddling
the dugout.
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So they kept on paddling towards the stranger, standin
out a little from the shore. .

"Brother", said (the mink) as they paddled on down, edg-
ing in a little, "now look out! Look out for him, for he may
make a break and put something over on you".

Just as he came abreast, inshore, he stopped. #ith a
quick motion he hurled a spear. On the instant the young man
lifted himself(clear of the boat by grasping the gunwales).

The spear (passed under him and) stuck in the gunwale. Wrenching
1t out he threw it back. Carrying one of the man's arms with it,
it fell far in towards the shore. Fe recovered it with the ;
other arm and threw 1t again. But the young man did the same that

:” he had done before. €arrying the other arm with 1t towards the

shore, 1t fell into the water. Then he snatched 1t up with his
teeth, but it did him no good. %he young man threw 1t back and
this time it was his head that fell towards the shore., And that
was the end of that. That was the end of that. They finisked him
up in good shape.

"Brother::" sald(the mink), "that was all right, you got
him, but he's the only one that you will get. There is another
one farther down that you wont do that to. He's a tough one. "
"Think so?", said he.

ell, they kept on down the rivér, paddling to the mountair

#s they went along they saw something white, on*top of a cliff.
It was a place where they scraped skins. More than that, it was
a place where men's skins were scraped. So,out in front of it,
they went ashore. ‘T1he went ashore and went up the bank. They
went up the bank and began to make their way up the hill at once
so I am told. _ '

They say that some-one saw them from above. Something
was lowered. It was a big bucket] let down by a rope. dhen it
reached the ground they filled it carefully with stones and
gave the rope a shake. Then he said to the little fellow,
"Over therel Qver there! Up there'! Over therd! Up there some-
where'l" So he tvrned into a mink and ran up. And as the bucket

was starting up; /&S liffied into an ermine and went vp, too.

Then, when the(woman who was running the elevator) had
pulled 1t to the shelf at the top, when she got 1t to the edge
she cut the rope. Down 1t crished. Down-it-crashed, that (buck-
et). At the same Instant they leaped to her side. They walked ar
around. et Wz s e uremiins o temkarsrachy rithomeh s om e,

t bomghtmmomemmens  (The woman) went back towards the woods.
"That was one time that it missed", thrueht someone. ,

There was a house back there., She went into 1t and they
followed close after hker. Out In the middle of the rcom there

\
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was a pot set to boil. She began to prepare food for them. She

nixed @Fakmgyming wankgyuk, the native ice cre.m), (seated on the

side of the roor)opposite(to them). She made it of men's brains.
Meanwhile, at her back she was keeping a knife concealed.

"how then,hwhisperea(the little fellow), look ou-- ihat thing-

keep your eye on its"

| . So, when she had finished making the ice cream, she

slapped it sullenly into a dish and gave it to them. They Apee-

' —46 pulled the neck band of their parkas

fway out and chucked it in. Then they tossed back the bowl to

|her, pretendinz that they had eaten it. She put 1t*nmym away

at her back and at the same instant she 1let Ply &L

| On the instant the young fellow turned into a fealher

and dropped down. Overhead, that great knife stuck deep in the

|ceiling plate. He jerked it out and flung it back across the

room. It took off one of her arms. She threw it with her other

arm; but there is nothing that can touch that fellow. Fe dig

the same thing again and cutoff her other arm. She tried it

Fith her mouth. No use, this time her head came off.

| "Brother:" sald the little fellow."Furry!" He bent back

his head . The smole=hole was contracting until it loked like

the eye of a needle. The little one went first and leaped out.

After him, so close that his head touched him, came the older

one, as an ermine; but the smoke hole closed upon his tail.

The other ran back to him and pulled him out. Then he felt in

his hunting bag, I suppose it must have been, and took out

what they used to call "dinntdokog" . He painted the end of his

ta11 with this. "Hi'! Brother!"sai¢ he."Now you are pretty."

So that is the way ihat tre ermine's tail became black.
At least, that is what they say.

Uell then, out they ran. "Go on, go on", said he to the
1ittle fellow, "Go down carefully, baehwerds. Don t turn around,
or you'll fall. Go down bacdebds. I'l1l stay here a little
while, until you get down." So down he went, stiffening him-
self and crawling down backwards,- that mink.

. The older one stayed where he was for a little while
and then turned into a feather and came dropping down.

Here comes the little one, scrambling down backwards.
The elder(?) went out to a good place . "Well" saic he,

"what a long time it has taken you to comenﬂummnmrdown
"Sure 1t was hard", said he. So they got into their canoe.

i
:

{
! Q@o that' s the end of that pair. They will never make
any more uPuUbleU

1

1 . (The friends) went on down the river. Here they go, T
don't know just where. Some plzce or another, as they paddled
on, they became very sleepy. Very sleepy indeed they were, the
1ittle fellow as well. Finally thesy went ashor=: tut it would
have been better for them if they had crossed the river.
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They landed right at the mountain. I suppose that they
rust have gone up, on the bank. There they lumediately fell
asleep, the ycunger one as well. Here he sleeps. Tilmeme Here
he sleeps, that little fellow. All at once he begins to awaken.
As he comes to himself, he hears someone singing. At that, he
aroused himself. How long ago was 1t since that mountain at
the foot of which they were sleeping--% Sure enough, it was
being shoved still farther over them. Yes, and out at the end
was a flock of butterflles as thick as mosqultoes, singing as
they pulled 1t along.

Quickly he poked his brother. "Too late", he sald as

he jumped into the kyak. Snatching up the double-bladed paddle,
he gave two strokes with all his might. Somethlng struck the
after end of the kyak. The little fellow popped right out (from
where he had crawled, under the deck of thekyak). E e coverad
=&yem (the hole in the) after end of the kyak with his two hands,
sritting upon them and clapping them together. "Hurrah,brother,
he sald, now our kyak 1s really pretty”. Te can go a long way
like this! So they paddled on and on, T don't know how far.

T really do not know how far. As they went along, they came

in sight of an island. \It really was an islanc.) As they went
down and rounded the point, down there at the end of the island
.was a stake, out in the water. Tt had a fishnet tied to it. It
was a blg net, T tell you.

"Here's his fishlret, that man that lives down the
river", said he. MNow, far down or the other siée of thz river,
there was another mountain. And a long way down, there was a
quick turn , with a bend and a short stretch.

"Way down there, right on the other side, is where the
village is", said he. So then, they went along down. At a
point, a little way below them, they came around a bend.
Inshore, below this, my sakes,what a big village! What a big,
big village'! They paddled swiftly towards it. There was a great
outcry. They are coming to get the princess whose father killed
so many men on acccunt of her", they were saying.

Well, they landed in front of the village. Then they
went up. They went intc the kashiace, sc they say. Their own
kind of people crowded in to see them. They were very kind in
thier manner towards then."Tt's too bad'| they said."Ue've
seen a great many, and that's the truth. Go back. Dor 't camp
here. Go back. Tco many lives have lcen lost. Don't let it be
so with you", they sald to them. But no, this young fellow
would not listen to them., The two sat side by side on the
seat over the entrance.

4 clamor arose outside the kashime. "Utdago jragu says
that our woulcd-be tribesman is to go toc get material for the .
sweat bath", they were saying.
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He did not stay there a moment. He juwmped down. Neither
Jic¢ the little feliow. He jumped down too. They ran out into
the entrance. Here, in the entrance , was one of thosethings
such as they had long before our tim=ss, such as they used to
t211 about. Yes, there 1t was. He put it on his shoulder and
they went back into the woods. There was a narrow trail there,
all beaten down with travel, so many people used it, leading
downstream. 1here they walked along. Just after they got out
of sight of the village they came to a mean little house,
thrown together anyhow:  ..:;, alongside the path. It had a mat
hanging over the doorway. He threw down the thing that he was
carrying and pushed aside the mat. There were two dirty 1little
old women, sitting on cpposite sides of the room.

"Cousin", said one of them,"you over there, what has unh
this grandson of ours come to see us for?" Then both the young f
fellows poked their heads in, the younger one also.

"Thanks, our grandson. It's a good thing that you came
to us, even though you mwmm have got to die. Tt is well .that
you should come to us. Tt would have been better for those whose

1ives were lost if they had treated us the same way'), they said.

Well. So then. One of them gave to each of the young men
some pleces of salmon meat-- no, some king salmon strips, and
the other gave each of them silver salmon strips. "Now this",
they said, "Now he has his dogs tied back there in thewoods,
and this will help you to get where you can do what you have
to do" So they went out and walked on. Very soon they came ap
to a palr of dogs, snarling at each other. They threw some of
the fish tc each of them and passed between tnem. Then they
came to a good place to get wood . There was the biggest spruce

hat was™evei_sent down from above. A couple of blows, and
down it crashed. He swept off its branches with a blowof his
fist. Then said he to the 1ittls fellow, "Come; put a brace
under it". He did it, and he got under it and straightened
himseif up. Behind him the small end dragged on the ground.

He gave the 1little fellow his share of the fish and sent him on-
akead. Again he threw it to each of the doge and they passed
between them. Right cdown in fromt of the kashime door he dropped
that spruce. Inside the kashime tle earth rattled down from
overhead. Right on the spot he took the thing that he had used
to knock 1t down. and broke it ur and smashed it into splinters.

Yes. After he had dcne tlis they went in again and got
up on the seat cver the entrance. They waited there a little
while. All at cnce there was an outcry fror the outside."Our
om would-te tritesman 1s to go and get stones for the steam-
bath", they were saylng. He leape? right down again, and the
11ttle fellow too. Down to their boat they went, ané crossed the

"river. On the other side they 1anded =treast the mountain,

They loaded the kyak until the water rippled along close to the

gunwale. Then he 'nd the 1llttle fellow got in and started across.
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Before tney had reached the middle of the river a coal black
cloud arose, downstreaw. The wind whipgped off the tops of the waw
waves. "That's 1t", said the little fellow, "that's the end of us!
"True enough", said he."What shall we do?"

When ths storm came closer the 1little fellow btegan to
whimper. "Never mind", said the other,"Stop it! This is the end
of us.Wle are gone already. Stop it."

The storm came close up to them. It was a bad one.
The big fellow sald,"Strike me on the back, high up. The 1little
fellow stuck his head out of the hatch and struck himon the
back. Out popped that stone that his father threw into his mouth
when he was born.Ahead of them, towards the farther side, only
part .of the waves were running whitecaps. It cuizsted down as
they went over. Yes, they had 1t calm . Just beyond tkem the
waves looked like boats. At last, thev got across. You would'nt
believe it, but there was that stone, lying on the shore. He
swallowed it again.

: ‘S0 then they brought up,.the stones in their parkas and
filled the ®imemd fire pit with them. When they h:d finished
they got right up over the entrance again. The ycung f elloss
came crowding in again, saying "You shall be our partner". That's:
tke way that they talked. "We hate to lcss you, but it has to
be", they said., e "Hn,hm!"%said he,"what are we to co this

e\l

time?

Then some one brought in wood and cobbed it upin the
fire pit, along with the stoues.

They brought in buckets of water for them. "7hat's this
for"; sald he. Next thing, they went up on top and closed the
smoke ole. Then they came down and set fire to each corner of
the pile of kindling wood. Then they went out and blocked the
entrance with a stump. shaped to fit the door. Then they took
some skins of whale oil and put one at each corner of the
- smoke hols (and poured it down on the fire) stripping the skins
of every drop. /

"No help", said the little fellow. TG0 on,now! .,v gajq
© he."Look around back theré",

He felt around and found a big crack and went into it.
The big fellow turned into an errine and went in, too.

They crawled out into the entrance and sat down. Fretty
soon, when the fire died down and the [lames were playing over
the coals, theywent in again, :

Then they heard somcone ocutside, taking away'the stuxnp
fromr ihe entrance. He came in. lhere they were, sitting there
211 clothed, Jjust as they were before. The-e-ere they sat.
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Then the rest of them rushed in . Hello:' There they
were, sure enough! They were very thankful. "Well", said they,
"where were you?" '"/ren't we here?", said they. "We thought
we Were going to nave a better steam bath than that. The
smoke almost choked us. Look at us. We didn't even undress",
they said. Sc the thing was over.

By that time it was dark. Yes, 1t was dark. So they
went 1n to see the woman on account of whom they had come,-
that 1s, the princess. The little fellow went along with him .
So he sat beside her a while and then he sald to the little
fellow, " Run along. Go sleep in the kachime".

Two nights they stayed there and then they got ready
to leave. "You see",said he, "I am very anxious about my dear
parents, because ttey are too old to work. I have been worrying
about them a good deal".

So they put the princess into the cance. He stowed the
little fellow in front of hir and he put the princess in too.
off they went. So that's that,

Upstream they paddled until they came to that fishnet
that 7 spoke of. There they killed that womzn at her father's
fishnet and put her body into the net, where would find it.
Then they tied the float line to the stake and went onpgain.

So here they go, upstream. Finally hs broughtid him
back to the place where by good luck he met him. Then he put
him ashore,- that little wink. "Come now", said he, "Take
this" and he wade him a present. So he wenl ashore an 2
pushed his hood forward and became a mink agalin. Right then
he got those white warks on his breast, "There now) said he,
" Yhow you lcok first rate!

He would have been glad to go on with him, but he
helped him to push off, on account of his parents.

He found them sitting side by side, just as they were
" before. He paddled cleocs2 up and went ashore. He called to them
so they say. Thelr volces came back to him from far down in
the ground. He called. "Now please let us alone. Te have
become part of the past) they sald.

>

I'e wentl up to the cuche 2and got marten-skir parkas
and pul thex on them. They sat there, side by side, turned
into niggerheads.

He walted awhile as they sat there and then turnzad
into 2 hawk and flew off like a shot, down the river,
ves, to lhat place where they had been before. In one moment
he was at thot village. When he reached it, there wus
excitement enough. You see, Lhey were tulking abcut that woman.
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Now, behind tris village there was a spruce, the
highest tree of all. He caught hold of the top of this with
one foot, at the same moment that Lhere was a b;edt ongrJ
from the village. "It has ligiited uporn Eunnagozragu's tree"
they were saying,,as they all rushed to it. They banked up
against it and at the same moment he sprung off. A snare
caught him, and they drew him down. He thought to himself,
"T wish that they would take me out of the snare and carry me
to those 0ld grannies of mine who live alone at the end of the
village"

&nd that is just what they did. They took himecut of
the snare and said, "Hurry up'! Take him to your 0ld grannies
'yonder and they will cook him right away". So they 414 it.
They took him to them. "Hurry up, cousin", cald one of them ,
'so they pulled the skin right off and put on a pot to boil
' and cooked the whole thing tOgether and dipped it out and
ate 1tpgmbormes mnd Peathemsmemdmaldi= They threw the bones and

+hie Teathers into the fire. Ripght away, outsidP, it sounded as
“though he had jumped down, .

(The meaning here 1s somewhat obscure. le seems to
have brolen thnfunh the surface of the earth and made repeated
" efforts to get back).

Then he tried to get back to everything upon the surface
of the earth,-the wood and everything ; but he bumped his
"head and went down again. Everything, grass and everything else
was lost. Once more he tried. This time he never touched
anythinrg. He came right out, on the wing. Yes. Here, all
around us, are the things that belong on the surface of the
earth. Up the river he flew with all his might, to his dear
parents. In a moment he was there. But he did not stop. Back
down the river he went. A1)l at once he was there again and
lighted on the top of the tree. Tnen everyone qcreamed again.
"He has lighted on Ennagoraxa's tree, they were sayinp. Again
they rushed out. This time he looked sidewise. He hady hils
' foot stuck through a snare, but it was not drawn tirsht. He
pushed 1t away and sprang into the air again. Up the river
he went and p=2rched on a tree above his psr=ants. There he
stayed, but he could do nothing for them. So that's the end.
He flew away and T don't know what became of him,

Ch, yes. Utduvhondluon,
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