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An Overview of the History of the Special Collections at the
PKU Library
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+ Over the past century, the library has acquired its collection
through donations and acquisitions. The collection today of 1.5
million items stands strong with 200,000 rare books, 80,000
rubbings in 40,000 varieties, 2,000 kinds of maps, and tens of
thousands of court memos, correspondences, contracts,
calligraphies and paintings. This large scale of the PKU Library’s
collection is ranked best among China’s higher education
institutions and top three in the nation.
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Collections in China’s other major universities

Over 400,000 rare materials in the collection of Renmin
University of China

Over 400,000 rare materials in the collection of Fudan
University

Close to 400,000 rare materials in the collection of Nanjing
University

370,000 rare materials in the collection of Beijing Normal
University

350,000 rare materials in the collection of Sun Yat-sen
University

310,000 rare materials in the collection of Shandong
University

300,000 rare materials in the collection of Sichuan
University
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Volumes and varieties of rare and special materials at the PKU
Library

. ﬂ@%?%qu 288 pieces of Dunhuang manuscripts
— 300 pieces of imprints from Song-Yuan
+ R JERIA3008RHE dynasties (960-1280 CE)

« PAAEIB LR over 10,000 Ming (1368-1644 CE) imprints
» PR, ﬁ%fﬂli %2&800%5 8,000 pieces of early manuscripts and

x FZ|A21T7HE imprints

« EHEEA20065838 2,177 imprints from Japan

x JTREEASOET over 200 imprints from Korea

+ THEFEA300085E0 9 imprints from Vietnam
« BEEIA42638 over 3,000 woodblock prints (movable type)

x AEAR3TORRES 426 colored/chromatic woodblock prints

over 370 illustrated woodblock prints/books




« HBJ5 FH6950%5F 6,950 pieces of local gazetteers

+ ZKaH2141%8 2,141 items of genealogy

« DRI nearly 1,000 fiction titles

b Eﬁ lﬁl%{%ﬁ Thousands of drama titles including 1,300
@:: —_JHEHZISISOOE titles from the private collection of the
Jz2 rh 3645 Mongol Chechen prince in Beijing, 364
SR X titles from Ma Lian’s private collection,
TR K R %13143655% and 1,436 titles (in 1,563 volumes) from
15631) Cheng Yangqiu’s private collection)

« A#J6000E810 over 6,000 contracts and deeds

« FRIBSEAET thousands of letters and correspondence

« HE200088F over 2,000 maps

» SAWMA 4%@?553, over 80,000 bronze and stone rubbings in
SE 51 40,000 varieties
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The extant Song copy of Collected Works of Konggui by Lou Yue
1137-1213 CE) in 47 volumes




6,053 volumes of Buddhist sutras and scriptures in the Ming Yongle reign
(1402-1424)
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Private
collection of

00194352 ~ the Mongol
X g A & A 'Chechen prince
oo fu 1 In Beljing

JE (1,963 titles in
#. 2,155 volumes)
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Photocopies of The Imperial Encyclopedia (finished 1700-1725)
printed by the Tongwen Lithograph Press
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The Zhiyanzhai (Rouge Inkstone Studio)’s Reading on the Story of the Stone, the
classical Chinese fiction of the Qing Dynasty, also known as The Dream of the

Red Chamber (circa 1761)
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200 illustrations in the illustrated print of The Romance of the Flowers in
the Mirror by the Qing author Li Ruzhen (circa 1763-1830)
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4 giant scrolls of the illustrated map Victory on Suppressing and
Pacifying the Western Barbarians during the Ming Wanli reign (1563-1620)
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Over 100

illustrated maps of Ming and Qing dynasties




Over 80,000 bronze and stone rubbings in 40,000 varieties
Including the complete private collections from Miao
Quansun (1844-1919), an educator and historian, and Zhang
Renli (1900-1951), PKU alumnus and the youngest son of the
eminent Chinese politician of the late Qing dynasty.
B i . o - g




First rubbing of the Epitaph at the Gravestone of Lady Dong (578-597),
consort of Prince Shu, the Sui Emperor’s fourth son, Yang Xiu, (573-618)
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Sources of PKU Library’s rare and special collections
Collections from prior to the Boxer Rebellion (pre-1899)

Materials acquired from provincial publishers and
libraries after the Boxer Rebellion

Private collections from Gonghui Fang’s library

Private collections from Shengduo Li’s library

Private collections from Lian Ma’s library

Other collections from individual bibliophiles, collectors, historians, and
scholars

Rare materials from the collections at the Institute of Classics (20,000 volumes)

Rare materials from I'Université Franco-Chinoise

Rare materials from the Yen-ching University Library (230,000 volumes)

Rare materials acquired from the Okura Bunko collection (904 titles in 27,808 v.)

Rubbings from Quansun Miao and Renli Zhang’s private collections (about 10,000
from each)
Through a hundred years’ of acquisition and expansion, the collection at the

PKU Library has grown into today’s grand scale with a full range of rare and
special materials and formats and abundant national treasures
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Establishment of the first library of the Imperial University of Peking
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Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901)

Rare and special materials in the PKU Library collection from prior to the
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the Insti|tute of Classics

20,000 pieces of rare and special materials in the collection of

| \ﬁﬁﬁﬁz_
| o
H ,Mﬁiﬁﬁiﬂﬁmﬂ
| =i ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁf%*ﬁg . %ﬁﬁn&
ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁzﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ
?ﬁ%ﬁ% w AR R
|_ @ﬂgﬁﬂ. b
PER ane e s e
= | KT | 4 ol = ARl




<

il

Emun

M2

Fﬂ_m

gl |-t

me
i}

O C
|
e D =
R O
e v
SHOW
B o
o
mmmmwu =
o T g o2
ER=— =
© O c
S a0
Osem
-
AN @©

o

«:_; Y a
usit o mﬁﬁmmﬂfﬁﬁwmﬁﬂ%mwi%w% wge ]
o ERF-REET =

=G - <

o e R 2

o] Ao o X Bk E K ERWIXER ﬁ_ﬁ

SR e e N m- K | Rl

 EEER KA el B R A ekl =2 11 | AR

ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁTiﬁfmﬁA @Iﬁmﬁﬁ.




4 , Tens and thousands
Fand of rare and special
Ay materials in the
i B | HI collection of the
AL % 7 I'Université Franco-
J]
s
23]

7] L
INICY

VACIAD:
WA

~7v

N

<|J) B A | e
R = A jﬁ ] Chinoise

=
T
|

i}

1Ll
(15

AR SE e
,ﬁ

S iffi

o 5 i |

05 LN |2 |2

= 2N

= (= o

e
o
Tl
A
T4

¥

=
s
—
o
: ':H - |l
=T
[‘—4
a

L e

—
")

| K
»

/Ef 77 R H ?zkj‘E‘ tuﬁ il -~ %
PR R YR A AR T
KB RN BB , “'*t«,_‘ =l
SRR D Ak (LT oY | =
LA | L et A ok _.*;p.._:{—— | =
B A B S 2 | St E
A GE 0| E1 A T R ¥ e
2 ; [
719
&

:

um
St

5&;‘5 il

L



IR AEEZE

77 5 R BTN B e

2RSS

LN

LLF

FRRAE K B 5K

FERLRK R H 70 4

o

/e

ik 1 22 HIRA S ERIIR

Private collection from Fang
Gonghui’s (1829-1897) library

Private collection from LI
Shengduo’s library

Drama and fiction titles from Ma
Lian’s studio. Ma (1893-1935), was
a professor of Chinese literature at
PKU.

Drama manuscripts from Cheng Yanqiu’s collection. Cheng (1904-1958)
was one of the four top actors playing the female roles in Peking (Beijing)
Opera. An outstanding artist and master of the Peking (Beijing) Opera, he
was the founder of the Cheng school and style of performance.
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Private collection from Hu Shi




ﬁ%ﬁ% Private collection from Xiang Da
% @ﬁg Private collection from Ma Yuzao

Private collection from Zheng Xiaoxu (1860-
%%ﬁﬁ% 1938), a politician (prime minister of Manchuria
under the Japanese rule in 1932) and a

calligrapher

&

Private collection from Pan Jingzheng (1907-

%%%ﬁ% 2003), a bibliophile and a specialist in

appraising rare books

Private collection from Xiao Yishan (1902-1978), a

%—mgﬁg h!storlan and hllst.orlographer spguahzmg In Taiping

Tianguo, the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (1851-1864)

Private collection from Guo Zeyun (1882-1946), a
Y Qing official and court compiler who also worked
QKE\U@ﬁ% under the Republican government as the Secretary

General of the State Council




Private collection from Yuan Baiju,

%‘g‘”ﬁ&g@% a bibliophile and collector from

Yunnan Province

I Y Private collection from Fu Sinian
LA (1896-1950)

Private collection from Yu Shisheng

%
Il

Private collection from Xu Zuzheng

'ﬁk%ﬂi:ﬁ% (1895-1978), a writer, translator, and
N L.

PKU professor

Private collection from Rao Yutai

R E (1891-1968)

Private collection from Chen

Iﬁ%——iﬁ% Qinghua, a historian and PKU

professor




Private collection from Zhang Zhilian (1918-
2008), well-known historian and professor
?[éﬁfﬁﬁﬁ% of history at PKU

?gﬁﬂ 5@% Private collection from the German, Fochs

Private collection from Donald Holzman, a

@uﬁﬁ%ﬁ Sinologist

LAY R
Private collection from Fu Jingbo (aka Philip Fugh) (1900-1988),

a social activist during the Republican era and close confidant
to John Leighton Stuart

%—ﬁgﬁ% Private collection from Tang Yijie (1927-2014),

well-known philosopher and PKU professor
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Private collection from the bibliophile Fang Gonghui’s (1829-1897) library



1934) an avid

collector, was a specialist in rare book appraisals, a bibliographer and a

court compiler

Private collection from Li Shengduo’s library. Li, (1859

.K_,_Jn_wm = |_A _.

H—}=3
TR

D ————

‘ _....,w.A ‘ﬂ\@a%&

_ .4?.&%%%&%%@%&%
R s K & (E ,ﬂw%.m@.%‘
A0 5 1 8ot 4 024 o8y R0 4 2 - 2+ S o
AR AR B T A N 0B
LR RLFE S E R FERET
EREL | |
%& o +8 mﬁ X+ £
R Bk " Bk e
:.kxgﬁm? Bk i.?ﬁ».

=] P M

BN




Drama and fiction titles from Ma Lian’s studio. Ma (1893-
1935)--a professor of Chinese literature at PKU
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-1945), a cultural celebrity, scholar, PKU
professor, as well as the advocate for the Romanization of Chinese language

Private collection from Ma Yuzao (1878
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German,
Fochs
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Private collection from Hu Shi (1891-1962), a well-known scholar,
historian and writer who was John Dewey’s student and president of the
PKU, 1946-1948
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, a historian and
Dunhuang specialist who taught

at the PKU and was the PKU
Librarian

Private collection from Xiang Da
(1900-1966)




Private collection from Fu Sinian (1896-1950), a scholar and historian, student
leader in the May Fourth Movement, acting PKU president, as well as the founder
of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica
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Private collection from Rao Yutai |
(1891-1968), one of the founding
fathers of China’s physics ®
Investigation who studied { ﬂ

spectroscopy and the Stark N
Effect and who was also 1&

Einstein’s student z :
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Newly acquired Chinese rare materials
from Japan’s Okura Bunko Collection in

R SN O3 1M28113 8, m«.sh\ 2014 (27,808 volumes in 904 titles)
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There was a designated person responsible for managing these
materials from 1949 to 1966, before the outbreak of the Cultural
Revolution.

Rare books were sealed up during the Cultural Revolution, and a
portion of them transferred to 653 Hanzhong Branch Campus. In
1978, this portion was shipped back with the establishment of
the rare material reading room, which was part of the
Department of Special Documents.

Ordinary rare books were located in a larger library, which was
managed by the Circulation Department. These ordinary
ancient books could be checked out for circulation until 1988.

The rare books cataloguing section originally was under the
Cataloging Department. In 1990, it was separated from the
Cataloging Department and became an independent unit directly
under the Library Administration.




¥ Rubbings Unit was established in the early 1980s, originally
belonging to the Department of Special Documents. It was
absorbed by the Department of Special and Rare Collections
after its establishment in 1994.

The Department of Special and Rare Collections was
established in 1994 consisting of rare materials, and rare
books cataloging, and rubbings unit.

After the construction of the new library building in 1999,
rare materials were gathered from all over the campus to be
stored and managed centrally in the new building’s
basement stacks by the Department of Special and Rare
Collections.

M In 2015, a new library dedicated to the special and rare
materials was conceptualized.
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Cataloging of rare materials

« M19815E4H20HE 2015568, HiEikBEEAS0H %M
The total number of cataloged rare materials reached more
than 500,000 volumes from 1981 to 2015.

« HAF200559H 2201556 Aik 105 B B & A530E i
In the ten years between 2005 and 2015 the cataloged

records reached a total of 300,000 volumes.

» BANEG10ZEMHERSFRE
There are still over 100,000 volumes of rare materials

waiting to be cataloged.
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fmSLLARRY TR E (1949 LARY)

Reference works compiled before 1949

Draft catalog of the PKU Library collections

Catalog of Chinese collections at the PKU Library

Catalog of rare books at the PKU Library (1922)

Catalog of rare books at the National Peking University Library

Catalog of gazetteers at the National Peking University Library

Catalog of rare books at the PKU Library




fRSLARRI TR E (1949 LAR)

Reference works compiled after 1949

" Bibliograrphy of rare books at the PKU Library (Beijing University
Press, 1999)

Ml Catalog of rare books at the PKU Library (Beijing University
Press, 1998)

Catalog of the Muxi Studio collections with prefaces and
all postscripts (Beijing University Press, 1985)

M Explanatory notes on the Korean imprints in the collection of
the PKU Library (Beijing University Press, 1997)

A bibliography of the Okura Collection at the PKU Library; A
catalog of rare materials from the Okura Collection at the PKU
Library (Zhonghua Book Company, 2014)




SIECED L ARAYT S

Publications of reproduced rare books

Rare medical works in the PKU Library collection (Publishing
% House of Rare Chinese Medical Books, 1987)
Manuscript series in the collection of the PKU Library (Tianjin
" Rare Books Publishing House, 1991)
ik

Dunhuang Manuscripts in the collection of the PKU Library.
(Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House, 1995)

Rare books series in the PKU Library collection (Tianjin Rare
M Books Publishing House, 1996)

8 Selections of rubbings over the dynasties in the PKU Library
collection (Cultural Relics Publishing House, 1998)
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Publications of reproduced rare books

Selections from the rubbings of stone carving inscriptions
donated by Xu Guowel in the collection of the PKU Library
(Shanghai People’s Publishing House, 2007)

lllustration of The Romance of the flowers in the mirror by
Qing artist Sun Jifang (China Writers Publishing House, 2007)

Overview of Chinese history: color printed maps of Qing
dynasty in the collection of the Peking University Library
(China People’s University Press, 2008)

lllustration of The Peach blossom fan by Qing artists (China
Writers Publishing House, 2009)

Catalog of selected Chinese rare books from Japan in the PKU
Library (Southwestern Normal University Press, 2014)

Catalog of selected Chinese rare books from Korea in the PKU
Library (Southwestern Normal University Press, 2014)



Catalog of

selected
Yo NE b e e Chinese rare
MR EEEEEEREEREI  books from
T R R AR Japan in the
Abeb e S S S ERERRSEIEE]  PKU Library
S OCUCUCAR Collection
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Chinese rare books

from Korea in the
PKU Library
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Publications of multi-volume sets of rare materials at the PKU Library

Censored and Prohibited Lists of the Siku quanshu (Imperial
Encyclopedia), (Qi Lu Press, 1997)

Supplement to the Siku quanshu (Imperial Encyclopedia),
(Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House, 2002)

Prohibited and Banned Book Lists from the Siku quanshu
(Imperial Encyclopedia), (Beijing Press, 2000)
Reproduced Works of Chinese Rare Books, (Beijing Library Press,

2002-2012)
Confucian Canons (Beijing University Press, 2010)

Selected Prose and Poems of the Qing Dynasty, (Shanghai
Chinese Classics Publishing House, 2010)

Collected Works from the Ming Dynasty (Huang Shan Publishing
House, 2013)

Rare Gazetteer Series in the Collection of the PKU Library,
(National Library Press, 2013)




LTI

Digitalization of rare materials

Rare materials repository of the Peking University Digital
Library—an online platform that allows the reader to search the
metadata of the rare materials, to browse the eBooks, and to
view the scanned images of rare materials and rubbings

Repository of rare materials from China’s higher education
institutions— a collection of about 670,000 items of rare
materials in metadata, gathered from a total of 28 academic
libraries both in China and overseas. This huge database plays
a leading role in the digitization of Chinese rare materials.



http://rbdl.calis.edu.cn/aopac/index.jsp
http://rbsc.calis.edu.cn/aopac/index.htm
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The majority of the rare materials collection is stored in the basement
stacks. The basement, about 4,000 square meters in size, has two
stories with thirteen sections of stack areas. Special rare materials take
up five sections, while ordinary or secondary rare books take up four
sections. The rest of the stack space iIs distributed to uncatalogued rare
»materials (2 sections), rubbings, microfilms and CDs (1 section each)

The majority of these rare materials are placed in camphor wood
bookcases, and a few of them are kept on compact bookshelves.
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The reading room takes up about 570 square meters in space with a 50
seating capacity. It has an open stack with a display of 200 large
photocopies of rare books (including approximately 70,000 titles) and
hundreds of reference books.
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There are three offices shared by different groups—rare book cataloging,
conservation and preservation, and rubbings section.
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An artist’s sketch of the new library building to house

the rare and special collections at PKU
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Thank you!



