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AEPS Curriculum: A Linked System AEPS Curriculum: A Linked System 

Making the connection between 
what to teach and how to teach it
Making the connection between 
what to teach and how to teach it
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Types of AssessmentTypes of Assessment

Screening
Norm-Referenced
Criterion-Referenced

Screening
Norm-Referenced
Criterion-Referenced
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Screening Evaluation Eligibility IFSP/IEP

Norm 
Referenced

Screening 
Assessments

Criterion Referenced 
Assessment

Goals and Objectives

Curriculum

Instruction

Monitor Progress/ 
Evaluation

Intervention Process
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ScreeningScreening

What?
Short, economical, easily administered 
assessment process designed to 
determine whether a more detailed 
evaluation is needed

Why?
Allows professionals to recognize children 
who may need special education services

What?
Short, economical, easily administered 
assessment process designed to 
determine whether a more detailed 
evaluation is needed

Why?
Allows professionals to recognize children 
who may need special education services
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Norm-ReferencedNorm-Referenced

What?
A measure on which an individual child’s 
performance is compared with that of a 
normative group
Developed by giving the test to a group 
of children that is representative of the 
population who will be tested

What?
A measure on which an individual child’s 
performance is compared with that of a 
normative group
Developed by giving the test to a group 
of children that is representative of the 
population who will be tested
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Norm-ReferencedNorm-Referenced

Why?
Compare an individual child’s score to the 
sample of children
Helps to determine child’s present level of 
functioning relative to other children of 
his/her age
Determine eligibility for intervention 
services

Why?
Compare an individual child’s score to the 
sample of children
Helps to determine child’s present level of 
functioning relative to other children of 
his/her age
Determine eligibility for intervention 
services
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Criterion-Referenced 
Assessments

Criterion-Referenced 
Assessments

What? 
Instrument which measures a child’s 
success or failure to meet previously 
determined objectives

Why?
Provides information about a child’s 
strengths and needs.  
Objectives chosen because of their 
importance to academic or daily living 
skills (functional skills)

What? 
Instrument which measures a child’s 
success or failure to meet previously 
determined objectives

Why?
Provides information about a child’s 
strengths and needs.  
Objectives chosen because of their 
importance to academic or daily living 
skills (functional skills)
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Curriculum-Based MeasureCurriculum-Based Measure

Specific type of Criterion 
Referenced assessment
Measures a child’s success or failure 
to meet a sequence of curricular 
objectives.
Determines the percentage of 
materials which the child has 
mastered in the curriculum

Specific type of Criterion 
Referenced assessment
Measures a child’s success or failure 
to meet a sequence of curricular 
objectives.
Determines the percentage of 
materials which the child has 
mastered in the curriculum
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Curriculum/ 
Instruction

Assessment & Evaluation

IEP/IFSP Goals

Common Interaction among Curriculum, Instruction, 
Goals, Assessment & Evaluation

Curriculum/ 
Instruction

Assessment & Evaluation

IEP/IFSP Goals

Desired Interaction among Curriculum, Instruction,
Goals, Assessment & Evaluation using the Linked System
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Overview of the AEPSOverview of the AEPS

The AEPS is a curriculum-based measure 
(CBM) designed to assist teams in:
1. determining a child’s present level of 

functioning
2. developing meaningful IFSP/IEP 

goals/objectives
3. planning intervention
4. evaluating a child’s performance over 

time

The AEPS is a curriculum-based measure 
(CBM) designed to assist teams in:
1. determining a child’s present level of 

functioning
2. developing meaningful IFSP/IEP 

goals/objectives
3. planning intervention
4. evaluating a child’s performance over 

time

Linked System
Family/Caregiver 

participation
Professional 
Collaboration

Assessment

12
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Linked System: AssessmentLinked System: Assessment

Assessment: establishing a baseline 
or entry-level measurement of the 
child’s skills and desired family 
outcomes

Assessment: establishing a baseline 
or entry-level measurement of the 
child’s skills and desired family 
outcomes
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Scoring: FormsScoring: Forms

Child Progress Record
Child Observation Data Recording Form
Family Report
AEPS Assessment Activities

Child Progress Record
Child Observation Data Recording Form
Family Report
AEPS Assessment Activities
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Child Progress RecordChild Progress Record

Developed to monitor individual child’s 
progress over time
Easy to read and well organized
Appropriate for professionals and 
families

Developed to monitor individual child’s 
progress over time
Easy to read and well organized
Appropriate for professionals and 
families
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AEPS Assessment ActivitiesAEPS Assessment Activities

Can be used to assess a variety of 
children across developmental areas
Serve as a model for the development 
of alternative assessment activities

Can be used to assess a variety of 
children across developmental areas
Serve as a model for the development 
of alternative assessment activities
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Family ReportFamily Report

Developed to obtain information from 
parents and caregivers about their 
children’s skills and abilities across 
major areas of development
Divided into two sections

Developed to obtain information from 
parents and caregivers about their 
children’s skills and abilities across 
major areas of development
Divided into two sections
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Family Report Section 1Family Report Section 1

Designed to gather information 
regarding daily routines and the child’s 
participation in family activities

Designed to gather information 
regarding daily routines and the child’s 
participation in family activities
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Family Report Section 2Family Report Section 2

Items parallel AEPS Test items
Caregivers’ responses (yes, sometimes, 
not yet) can be translated into scores 
(2, 1, 0) 
Caregivers identify priority goals

Items parallel AEPS Test items
Caregivers’ responses (yes, sometimes, 
not yet) can be translated into scores 
(2, 1, 0) 
Caregivers identify priority goals
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Linked System
Family/Caregiver 

participation
Professional 
Collaboration

Assessment

Goal Development

25
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Linked System: Goal 
Development

Linked System: Goal 
Development

The assessment process should 
produce relevant information for 
appropriate goal development

The assessment process should 
produce relevant information for 
appropriate goal development
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Linked System

Family/Caregiver 
participation

Professional 
Collaboration

Assessment

Goal Development

Curriculum

27
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Linked System: CurriculumLinked System: Curriculum

Curriculum: activities and 
instructional plans/strategies designed 
to produce the desired growth and 
development

Curriculum: activities and 
instructional plans/strategies designed 
to produce the desired growth and 
development
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AEPS CurriculumAEPS Curriculum

Importance of the skill
Teaching Suggestions

Activity Based
Environmental Arrangements
Instructional Sequences

Teaching Considerations

Importance of the skill
Teaching Suggestions

Activity Based
Environmental Arrangements
Instructional Sequences

Teaching Considerations

30

Importance of the skillImportance of the skill

Brief explanation of the importance of 
the targeted skills
Hierarchy of skills and relationship to 
other skills
Other objectives that can potentially be 
addressed at the same time

Brief explanation of the importance of 
the targeted skills
Hierarchy of skills and relationship to 
other skills
Other objectives that can potentially be 
addressed at the same time
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Teaching Suggestions: 
Activity Based

Teaching Suggestions: 
Activity Based

Appropriate activities for addressing the 
goal, associated objectives and in some 
cases, programming steps
Occur throughout the day (e.g., 
playtime, travel, bathing, eating, etc.)
Targeting skills during routines is likely 
to be the least intrusive

Appropriate activities for addressing the 
goal, associated objectives and in some 
cases, programming steps
Occur throughout the day (e.g., 
playtime, travel, bathing, eating, etc.)
Targeting skills during routines is likely 
to be the least intrusive
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Teaching Suggestions: 
Environmental Arrangement

Teaching Suggestions: 
Environmental Arrangement
Ideas for increasing the number of 
teaching opportunities within settings 
and activities by taking advantage of 
the physical surroundings 

Ideas for increasing the number of 
teaching opportunities within settings 
and activities by taking advantage of 
the physical surroundings 



17

33

Instructional SequenceInstructional Sequence

Offers intervention suggestions that are 
most intrusive and likely to be adult 
directed forms of intervention

Offers intervention suggestions that are 
most intrusive and likely to be adult 
directed forms of intervention
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Teaching ConsiderationsTeaching Considerations

Precautions to consider while working 
with children who may need sensory or 
motor adaptations

Precautions to consider while working 
with children who may need sensory or 
motor adaptations
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Linked System
Family/Caregiver 

participation
Professional 
Collaboration

Assessment

Goal Development

Curriculum

Progress Monitoring

35

36

Linked System: Progress 
Monitoring

Linked System: Progress 
Monitoring

Progress Monitoring: collecting data 
in order to determine if the child is 
making progress toward the goal

Progress Monitoring: collecting data 
in order to determine if the child is 
making progress toward the goal
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Progress MonitoringProgress Monitoring

Provides raw score and percentage for 
each developmental area
Summary of Results allows team to 
monitor progress over time

Provides raw score and percentage for 
each developmental area
Summary of Results allows team to 
monitor progress over time
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Family/Caregiver 
participation

Professional 
Collaboration

Assessment

Goal Development

Curriculum

Progress Monitoring

Evaluation

Linked System

40
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Linked System: Evaluation of 
Intervention

Linked System: Evaluation of 
Intervention

Evaluation of Intervention: 
comparing child’s functioning after 
intervention with initial assessment 
results in order to assess the quantity 
and quality of progress made due to 
intervention

Evaluation of Intervention: 
comparing child’s functioning after 
intervention with initial assessment 
results in order to assess the quantity 
and quality of progress made due to 
intervention
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Linked System: Evaluation of 
Program

Linked System: Evaluation of 
Program

Evaluation of Program: assessing 
the progress made across children and 
families

Evaluation of Program: assessing 
the progress made across children and 
families
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Considerations in the Linked 
System

Considerations in the Linked 
System

Family & Professional Collaboration
Trans/Multidisciplinary approach
Natural Environments
Domains
Ease of use

Family & Professional Collaboration
Trans/Multidisciplinary approach
Natural Environments
Domains
Ease of use
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Content and OrganizationContent and Organization

Separated in six broad areas of 
development:

1. Fine Motor
2. Gross Motor
3. Adaptive
4. Cognitive
5. Social-Communication
6. Social 

Separated in six broad areas of 
development:

1. Fine Motor
2. Gross Motor
3. Adaptive
4. Cognitive
5. Social-Communication
6. Social 
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Content and OrganizationContent and Organization

Developmental areas are divided 
into strands (related groups of 
behaviors)
Strands contains test items called 
goals and objectives
Objectives represent components of 
the Goals (discrete skills or building 
blocks)

Developmental areas are divided 
into strands (related groups of 
behaviors)
Strands contains test items called 
goals and objectives
Objectives represent components of 
the Goals (discrete skills or building 
blocks)
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Hierarchical arrangement of strands, 
goals, and objectives

Strand A Strand B Strand C

Goal 1 Goal 2 Goal 3

Objective 1.1 Objective 1.2 Objective 1.3

Easy More Difficult

Easy More Difficult

EasyMore Difficult
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Why use the AEPS Curriculum?Why use the AEPS Curriculum?

Family and Professional Collaboration:
*Learning activities and instruction are based on 
what the family’s views of what the child needs to 
learn

Natural Environments:
*Activities and instruction are used to promote 
skills necessary to function independently and 
completely in natural environments
*Variety of appropriate settings, materials, and 
naturally-occurring activities are used to facilitate 
learning and development

*DEC Recommended Practices

Family and Professional Collaboration:
*Learning activities and instruction are based on 
what the family’s views of what the child needs to 
learn

Natural Environments:
*Activities and instruction are used to promote 
skills necessary to function independently and 
completely in natural environments
*Variety of appropriate settings, materials, and 
naturally-occurring activities are used to facilitate 
learning and development

*DEC Recommended Practices
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Why use the AEPS Curriculum?Why use the AEPS Curriculum?

Transdisciplinary:
Team members share techniques and expertise to 
increase competence of all team members to plan 
and deliver instruction in all areas
*Team members focus on the child’s functioning 
in her environments, NOT on the service

Domains:
Meaningful goals are developed based on child’s 
current abilities for all domains in which the child 
is eligible

*DEC Recommended Practices

Transdisciplinary:
Team members share techniques and expertise to 
increase competence of all team members to plan 
and deliver instruction in all areas
*Team members focus on the child’s functioning 
in her environments, NOT on the service

Domains:
Meaningful goals are developed based on child’s 
current abilities for all domains in which the child 
is eligible

*DEC Recommended Practices
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Curriculum/ 
Instruction

Assessment & Evaluation

IEP/IFSP Goals

Desired Interaction among Curriculum, Instruction,
Goals, Assessment & Evaluation using the Linked System


