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A SUGGESTED TIMELINE IN SUBMITTING 
AN APPLICATION TO GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Prepare a timetable to complete your graduate school admissions and funding application requirements. 
Be aware that admissions and funding opportunity deadlines may differ from each other. Make sure that 

you apply in time for each program and opportunity. 

 
Summer before your senior year 
 Begin to draft a personal statement of 

your academic and professional goals. 
 Explore graduate programs. Become 

familiar with faculty interests, entrance 
requirements, and deadlines. 

 Contact graduate programs that interest 
you and request information. 

 Prepare for the Graduate Record 
Examination (GRE). Download FREE GRE 
PowerPrep software from the GRE web 
site, gre.org. 

Note: Even if your prospective program does not 
require the GRE, national fellowships and other 
funding sources may request GRE scores.  
 

September 
 Share your personal statement with 

professors you know. 
 Ask their advice about which graduate 

programs you might consider. 
 Consult your campus writing center to 

review your statements. 
 Narrow your graduate program choices. 
 Register to take the GRE. 

 
October 
 Take the GRE. 
 Revise your personal statement, 

tailoring it to your chosen graduate 
programs. 

 Order transcripts. 
 
November 
 Download application forms and 

complete a draft.  

 Review and edit your drafts. 
 Submit completed application forms. 
 Ask faculty for recommendations. Give 

them specific information about 
deadlines and follow up to ensure that 
they meet the deadline. 

 

December 
 Submit your applications. 
 Note: Letters of admission are sent on a rolling basis 
beginning in February. 
 

January 
 Follow up to ensure that supporting 

documents were received. 
 

February 
 Visit your prospective programs, if 

possible. 
 

March 
 Submit a FAFSA. Even if you expect to 

receive funding, it is good to have other 
options — just in case. 

 

April 1 
 You should receive admissions letters by 

this date. 
 

April 15 
 You must accept or decline offers of 

admission.



 
 

Adapted from “Is Graduate School Really for You?” by Amanda Seigman, Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 2012. 

 

GRADUATE SCHOOL: THE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 
It’s okay to ask! 

 
Q: Should I go to grad school after completing my bachelor’s or wait a few years? 
A: In science and math, students typically enroll in grad school after their undergraduate degrees to 
get a jump on their research. But in fields like sociology, anthropology and history, a few years 
spent in the “real world” may enhance your understanding of society and benefit your scholarship. 
Waiting to attend grad school later in life may better prepare you to manage the psychological 
hurdles of grad school. Alternatively, it may pose limitations on your time and energy.  
 
Q: Can I enter a grad school discipline other than the one I studied as an undergrad? 
A: Yes, some programs accept promising students with competencies in other fields. However, 
other programs have prerequisites specifying a set number of credits within that particular field.  
 
Q: What forms of financial aid are available to grad students? 
A: Grad students may apply for scholarships, fellowships and assistantships to fund their education. 
However, in some cases these awards are often determined by their programs based on merit and 
need. To learn more about funding, please visit the Graduate Funding and Information Service 
(GFIS): http://guides.lib.uw.edu/friendly.php?s=research/gfis 
 
Q: Is grad school harder than undergrad? 
A: Yes. Undergrads are expected to learn content and understand how research in their discipline is 
produced. Graduate students are trained to conduct research and write in their field on their own, 
and create original work. 
 
Q: What is the difference between grad school and a professional education?  
A: A professional education, such as law school or medical school, teaches specific knowledge for a 
particular work context. Graduate school, by contrast, teaches students how to produces new 
research in their fields. Additionally, professional school students typically finance their education 
themselves, whereas universities commonly help graduate school students (more so for Ph.D. 
students) with funding through assistantships and fellowships. 
 
Q: What can I learn as a grad student? 
A: You will learn how to do research and the tools available to you, what is known or unknowable in 
your fields, how to make an effective argument, how to teach your discipline, how to manage your 
workload, and how to think like other academics in your field. 
 
Q: What is a thesis and how is it different than a dissertation? 
A: A thesis is an original scholarly project that demonstrates a student’s ability to research 
independently. A dissertation is an original, doctoral level research project planned, executed and 
written by the student.  
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