
Application for Admission 
Undergraduate English Major 
Creative Writing Option 

University of Washington  
 
Applications for the Creative Writing Option are accepted by 4:00pm on the 3rd Friday of Autumn, Winter, and Spring Quarters 
from students currently enrolled at the University of Washington.  You must be admitted to and declared (or be ready to declare) the English 
major. (You may apply to the English major and for the Creative Writing option simultaneously, but admission to the Creative Writing option 
will be contingent upon acceptance to and declaration of the English major.) 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ Student ID:  _________________ 
 
UW email:  _________________________________________ Phone:  ________________________ 
 
When are you planning to Graduate?  (QTR/YEAR*) ____________________________________ 
 

  *Note: Students accepted to the Creative Writing option should expect to spend at least three quarters in the program 
before being able to graduate, owing both to course sequencing and prerequisites  and to the limited availability of 400-level 
Creative Writing courses.  Please speak with an English adviser in A-2-B Padelford  about your plans and your timeline. 
 

Do you have another major, or are you planning a double major?  If so, please list the other 
major(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prerequisite Creative Writing course work completed, including ENGL 283 and ENGL 284 or 
transfer equivalents: 
 

Course  Credits  Quarter taken  Grade  UW or transfer 
 

Intro to Verse 
ENGL 283 
Intro to Short Story 
ENGL 284 
 
Have you applied for the CW Option before, and if so, when?  ____________ 
 
Please attach TWO COMPLETE SETS (one original and one copy) of the following items: 
  
1) Unofficial UW Transcript (available through the MyUW system) (2 copies) 
 
2) Complete transcripts from all schools from which you have transfer credits (photocopies of 

transcripts are acceptable) (2 copies) 
 
3) Creative Writing Sample (2 copies each):  3-5 poems AND 5-10 pages of fiction, preferably a 

complete story.  Include name and student # on each page.   Fiction should be double-spaced, with 
12 pt font (Times New Roman) and 1” margins.  See reverse for additional guidelines. 

 
4) Students who are not yet declared English majors must also submit:  Completed copy of the 

confirmation page for the online English Major application. (Original to be submitted the English 
Undergraduate Advising Office in A-2-B Padelford Hall by 4:00pm on the 3rd Friday of AUT, WIN, or 
SPR quarters.) 

 
Return to the Creative Writing Office, B-25, Padelford by 4:00pm on the third Friday of the quarter.  
Applications are not accepted Summer Quarter. Notification will be emailed on or before the 5th Friday 
of the quarter.



 
 
 
Additional Information about Writing Samples: 
 

We understand that you’ll have questions about your application to the undergraduate emphasis 
in creative writing.  While it’s not possible for us to discuss your individual application materials in 
detail, we can pass along a general sense of what we’re looking for. 

First of all, please understand that decisions about acceptance to the creative writing emphasis are 
based only on your writing sample.  We check transcripts to make sure that you have completed the 
prerequisites, but we do not take grades into consideration.  We know that final grades in creative writing 
classes are based on a variety of factors in addition to the stories, essays, or poems you produced 
(participation, creative exercises, papers, presentations, effort at revision, and so on), but when we read 
applications for the creative writing emphasis, we take only the creative writing itself into consideration.   

We judge the applications based on the following criteria: how well the writing demonstrates that 
the writer has learned the basic lessons of the introductory class in each genre; how well we think the 
writer will fare in the upper division classes in each genre, particularly in classes at the 400-level; and 
how the writing compares with the writing of other students applying to the emphasis at the same time. 

The most basic criteria we look for in the writing sample include: in prose, an ability to 
consistently write clear and grammatical sentences, an avoidance of genre fiction (see below for a brief 
discussion), and an ability to use concrete, sensory details; and in poetry, an ability to use concrete 
sensory details rather than only abstract language, an avoidance of clichéd or hackneyed language, and an 
ability to create original or knowledgeable images, metaphors, and forms.  As more and more students 
apply to the emphasis, we may at times move beyond these basic criteria in order to come to our final 
decisions.  In all cases, we aim to ensure that students enrolled in the emphasis can graduate in a timely 
manner and receive a challenging and rewarding education in creative writing. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Maya Sonenberg 
Associate Professor of English 
Director, Creative Writing Program 
 
 
Genre fiction: “Literary fiction…strives to reveal its meaning through the creation of unexpected or 
unusual characters, through patterns of action and turns of event that will surprise the reader. Genre 
fiction, on the other hand, tends to develop character stereotypes and set patterns of action that become 
part of the expectation, the demand, and the pleasure of the readers of that genre…..  In any case, the 
many genres, including but not confined to adventure, spy, horror, thriller, romance, detective story, 
western, science fiction, and fantasy, each have their own set of conventions of character, language, and 
events.  Note again that the very naming of these kinds of fiction implies a narrowing; unlike mainstream 
fiction, they appeal to a particular range of interest.  Many—perhaps most—teachers of fiction writing do 
not accept manuscripts in genre, and I believe there’s good reason for this, which is that whereas writing 
literary fiction can teach you how to write good genre fiction, writing genre fiction does not teach you 
how to write good literary fiction—does not, in effect, teach you ‘how to write,’ by which I mean how to 
be original and meaningful in words.  Further, dealing in the conventions and hackneyed phrases of 
romance, horror, fantasy, and so forth, can operate as a form of personal denial, using writing as a means 
of avoiding rather than uncovering your real concerns.”  --Janet Burroway, Writing Fiction: A Guide to 
Narrative Craft 


