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english 105 [thompson]


English 105: Introduction to Composition
Media(ting) Crisis

Winter 2005

mon @ 8:30-10:20 [mgh 082] & wed @ 8:30-10:20 [mgh 082a]

http://staff.washington.edu/rikitiki/eng105.htm [course website]


engl105a_wi05@u.washington.edu [class listproc]

[instructor]

Riki Thompson

[email]

rikitiki@u.washington.edu

[office] 

padelford B5A 

[office hours] 
wed @ 10:30-11:30 & tues @ 2:00-3:00 [or by appt.]             
[overview]
This is the second part of a two-course sequence which is designed to familiarize you with the nuts and bolts of academic writing and help you to develop strategies to take on the demands of the writing that you will do throughout your course of studies. The course is divided into two major segments of about five weeks each. In each segment, you will complete a series of short writing assignments, each based around one or more readings. These short assignments will build toward the main writing assignment for the segment, which will consist of a longer (4-6 page) analytic essay. 
The theme that I have chosen for this course is “Media(ting) Crisis.” This means that we will be focusing on the ways in which moments of crisis are presented in the news.  During the first half of the course, we will read Sandra Silberstein’s “From News to Entertainment: Eyewitness Accounts,” and then write a paper based on your own research about how narrative functions in the news. In the second half of the course, we will read “Living-Room Wars” by David Permutter, and then you will write a research paper based on an analysis of a reported account of a crisis in the news. 

Our specific goals are as follows:
· To be able to deal with more than one text in an essay

· To gain familiarity and facility with writing skills and conventions such as developing a topic/or argument, organizing an essay, writing an introduction and conclusion, and providing transitions between paragraphs and ideas

· To further develop discussion skills, as well as written fluency through online discussions

· To gain some basic library and web research skills

· To continue to develop the skills practiced in 104

· To write several short pieces of writing throughout the quarter with a focus on developing analytical perspectives and arguments

· To write two longer analytical argument essays (4-6 pages) that go through a draft-revision process

· To incorporate research as a regular part of writing
[computer-integrated classroom]
Each Monday, class will be held in Mary Gates 082, which is equipped with a Local Area Network (LAN) for our class. In addition to using the computers for basic word processing, we will be able to explore the Internet and the library system from the classroom. We will also spend a substantial amount of time, both in and out of class, discussing the readings and other assignments though the class discussion list and Epost.

Our computer-integrated classroom presents us with some unique opportunities, but also comes with a few additional requirements. You will be required to submit electronic copies of all your written work, and this may require some conversions between your home computer and our system. You will also be responsible for familiarizing yourself with several basic computer commands during the first two weeks of the term. If you are inexperienced with computers, this means that you may need to spend a few hours outside of class practicing these operations.

[required texts] 

· 
Course Pack: Available @ Ave Copy Center [4141 University Ave.]
· 
The Everyday Reader – Andrea Lunsford

·   
CIC Student Guide: Available @ the Communications Copy Center 

· 
Access to a college-level dictionary 
[other materials]
· 
An active UW email account

· 
A floppy disk-IBM formatted

· A folder or binder to keep your work for this class together & organized

If you do not have a UW email account, please sign up for one as soon as possible. Email will be our primary means of communication outside of class, both for announcements related to the course and online discussions. If you regularly use an email address other than your UW address, please set your UW account to automatically forward you mal to the address that you check most (you can call or email Computing and Communications to get help with this).  Also, you will be required to send me a brief email introduction by the second class meeting (January 5).

[classroom community]
Consider this class as your reading and writing community where everyone’s ideas and opinions are worthy of attention and consideration, regardless of whether you agree with them. I want you to be especially conscious of the ways in which you use language choices during class and online discussions. I encourage you to use inclusive language and non-sexist language whenever possible. Respect for diversity of all kinds—in terms of race, ethnicity, age, sex and gender, sexual orientation, ability/disability, political and ideological belief, and so on—is vital to creating a respectful, safe, and stimulating intellectual environment. Please respect the other members of this class so we can all be open and honest about who we are and what we think and believe.  

[grading]
Writing Assignments


70%

Participation and Conferences
20%

Presentations



10%
Total




100%

I feel that it is important that my grading policies are as clear as possible. I have put specific guidelines for each grading category into the Grading folder on the LAN. If you have questions about these, or would like to check your grades at any time, please let me know. Please note that as English 105 is the second of a two-course sequence, your grade at the end of this quarter will be an average of the grade you receive in this class and the grade you received in 104. A numerical grade will appear on your transcript, and will be worth 10 credits. You will turn in your final portfolio on the last day of class. 

There is no final exam for this class.
[writing assignments]
All of the numbered writing assignments (e.g. 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, etc.) for this course will be graded on a 4.0 scale, and averaged together for the writing assignment grade. The two longer analytical essays (1.4 and 2.4), which will go through a draft-revision process, will be double weighted. For example, if you score 3.5 on one of these essays, then that grade will be averaged in twice). I will determine grades on individual assignments according to specific criteria which are listed in the LAN folders under “Analytical Criteria” (for analytic essays) and “Short Criteria” (for short assignments). Please check these criteria carefully before you start writing, and let me know if you have any questions. There will also be some less formal writing assignments which will be counted as part of your participation grade. All written work must meet the following guidelines:
· Typed, double-spaced

· Standard 12 point font (such as Times New Roman)

· Stapled or paper clipped (no folded edges will be accepted)

· Sources properly cited (MLA format)

· Minimum page requirements

· Turned in by due date

Any written work which is not turned in by the beginning of class on the due date is considered late. Turning work in late will result in serious penalties which will affect your writing grade, as well as your overall grade for the course. More specific guidelines are in the Grading folder in the LAN. It is your responsibility to be aware of these before you turn in any assignments. 

As noted above, the two longer analytical essay assignments for each segment will each go through a process of drafting and revision, during which you will consult with me, as well as your peers in the class and tutors from the Instructional Center or English Department Writing Center.  The other assignments will be turned in once for a grade. However, you are welcome and encouraged to show drafts of these assignments to me, or to a tutor or classmate, and receive feedback before you turn in a final draft. You do not have to have a completed draft in order to get feedback. Even if you just have some that you want to talk over, please feel free to come and see me.

[participation]
Daily attendance and engaged participation is extremely necessary to your success in this course, as class discussions relate directly to writing assignments and continuously build upon each other. Participation includes coming to class prepared (that is, having done the readings and other homework), speaking during class by asking questions and contributing to discussions, and discussing course issues online with your classmates and me via the discussion list and Epost. For each class meeting, I will assign a number grade (0-4, no half grades) based on your level of participation both inside and outside of class. I will also assign a number grade for completion of homework. Please see the policies in the Grading folder for more specific guidelines on how these marks will be assigned. 
[late work]
This course depends largely on the daily participation of everyone; therefore, 1 point (out of a possible 4 points) will be deducted for every day that daily assignments are late and .1 (out of a 4.0) will be deducted for each day that numbered assignments are late. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get the assignments from a classmate. 

[conferences]
As part of your participation grade, you will also be required to participate in two writing conferences during each segment of the course, one with me and one with someone from the Instructional Center (for a total of four conferences per quarter). These will give you the chance to discuss your work in greater detail than we might be able to do in class. You may come in for a conference at any phase of a writing assignment, whether you have a completed draft, an outline, or just some stray notes; however, it is your responsibility to schedule conferences and to prepare for them by noting down specific questions or problems that you are having with the writing assignment. Conference participation will be graded similar to other participation.  Please see the grading policies in the Grading folder for more specific guidelines on how marks will be assigned. I encourage you to visit the Instructional Center (IC) on a regular basis, as they are a great resource for help in all stages of reading and writing.

Open communication is absolutely essential to success in this course. I welcome and encourage you to meet with me during office hours, to contact me by email at any time during the course if you have questions or concerns. If you are having a problem, don’t wait. Talk to me before it becomes an even bigger problem.

[presentations]
You will give two individual presentations for the class, one during each segment. These presentations will be for you to talk about your topic for the longer essay assignments—a chance to discuss you work-in-progress, and to get feedback from the class. As such, you don’t have to have reached any specific conclusions about what you are going to write about however, I will expect you to prepare for the presentation by organizing your ideas and information in the form of a handout or overhead. 

[schedule and announcements]
A schedule of the course, including topics for each class meeting, homework assignments, and due dates, has been posted on the LAN. This schedule is tentative and will be updated regularly. It is your responsibility to keep abreast of these changes and updates. You should check the schedule regularly (preferably every day). I will also post announcements to the class on the course listproc from time to time. These announcements will come to your UW email account; therefore, it is important that you check email regularly. 
[disabilities accommodations]
Please let me know if you need special accommodation for any sort of disability.  I can work in conjunction with University of Washington Disabled Student Services (DSS) to provide what you need and/or you can come directly to me.  I am willing to take suggestions specific to this class to meet your needs. 

[academic honesty]
This means properly citing other people’s ideas and language in your writing. In this class you are encouraged to cite extensively from texts that have used in your research; therefore, it is necessary that you become familiar with the citation conventions required for academic writing and utilize them in your writing. If you fail to cite other people’s ideas and language in your work, you have plagiarized.  Summarizing someone else’s work and not citing them is also plagiarism. Students who are found to have plagiarized are reported to the College of Arts & Sciences for a full academic tribunal.  If you are struggling with an assignment, feeling overwhelmed, or unsure about how to properly cite another’s work or ideas, please come talk to me. 

[complaints and concerns]
If you have any concerns about this course or my instruction, please come see me or e-mail me as soon as possible. If you are not comfortable talking with me about your concerns or are not satisfied with the response I give you, you may contact the following Expository Writing staff in Padelford, Room A-11: EOP Writing Directors @ 685-2461 or Amy Reddinger [arr75@u.washington.edu] & Lei Lani Michel [llmichel@u.washington.edu]. If, after speaking with either of the Directors you are still not satisfied with the response you receive, you may contact Anis Bawarshi, the Director of the Expository Writing Program in Padelford Room A-111, @ 543-2690.

