English 281H: 

Reading Popular Culture

( Spring 2001 (
	Instructor: Cara Lane


	Computer-Integrated Course (CIC)

	E-mail: cgiacomi@u.washington.edu


	Class Times: M,W& F 1:30-2:20

	Office: Padelford A11A


	Classrooms: MGH 082 (M & F); 082A (W)

	Office Hours: M 2:30-5:00 in MGH 082 and by appt.


	Website: http://staff.washington.edu/caralane


COURSE DESCRIPTION

Many social critics writing in the nineteenth century portrayed reading as a dangerous activity. They connected prolonged reading with poor health, ranging from bad eyesight to strokes. Some even thought that excessive reading caused mothers to neglect their children. Currently, many social critics claim that watching films can be dangerous. The connection between films and violence has become a widely discussed issue. The alleged danger of books and films indicates their persuasive power. In this class you will read, discuss, analyze, and write papers about the power of words and images to influence readers and viewers. Analyzing these materials will facilitate your analysis of your own writing. The goal of this course is to help you develop your writing skills—to become influential and powerful writers. You will complete four paper sequences; each sequence includes a rough draft and final paper. The class meets twice a week in a computer lab and once a week in a traditional classroom. Occasionally, there will be film screenings outside of regularly scheduled class times. 

The LAN (Local Area Network)—MGH 082

You will be using the computers in the LAN for group discussions, to draft papers, to comment on the papers of your peers, and to keep a record (in your individual folder) of your written work.  You will need to put in time and effort early in the quarter in order to become comfortable with the computer skills necessary for success in this class.  You will also need to attend to the following requirements.

· You must have your papers available by the due date in three formats: on the computer network (in your assigned folder), printed out on paper, and on a disk.

· We will be using Microsoft Word as our word processing program. If you choose to use any other word processing program, you are responsible for learning how to convert your assignments into Word format prior to the due date. Be sure to consult the CIC Student Guide or see me if you have questions about how to do this.

In order to complete assignments for this class, you may need to use the LAN outside of class hours. Hours when the LAN is open for use by students enrolled in CIC classes are posted in the LAN.  You cannot use the LAN during the breaks between scheduled classes.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Computer-Integrated Courses Student Guide

This supplement is available at the CMU (Communications) copy center.

(Ask for the “CIC reader”)

281H Course Reader

This reader is available at Rams Copy Center on the Ave.

SUGGESTED TEXTS

The Brief Holt Handbook, Kirszner and Mandell

This book is available at the University Bookstore.

A college-level dictionary

REQUIRED MATERIALS

· A folder used exclusively for this class (at any time I may ask to see copies of papers, journals, or other writing that you produce for this course)

· An IBM-formatted high-density disk (available in the LAN for $1), for transporting your work to and from the LAN and for saving an extra copy of your work

· An active University of Washington e-mail account 

· A stapler

· Pen and paper (to be brought to class everyday)
GRADING

· Papers 


75%

· Participation

25%
PAPERS (75%)

You will complete four assignment sequences.  Each sequence will consist of a rough draft and a final paper.  Complete grading criteria will be handed out with the first paper assignment.  At the end of the quarter you will have the opportunity to revise Paper 1.2 or 2.2 for a higher grade.

· Sequence 1:
Papers 1.1 & 1.2 (4-5 pages)

20%

· Sequence 2:
Papers 2.1 & 2.2 (4-5 pages)

20%

· Sequence 3:
Papers 3.1 & 3.2 (2-3 pages)

10%

· Sequence 4: 
Papers 4.1 & 4.2 (6-7 pages)

25%

PARTICIPATION (25%)

Active, thoughtful participation is important to your success in this course. This involves being fully prepared for class each day and being willing to share your ideas.  Your involvement in the following activities will determine this portion of your grade.  Keep in mind that you may earn participation points for several different activities each day.

· Written Homework Assignments (Journals)

Homework assignments will receive a (+, (, (-, or NC.  A (+ indicates a response that exceeds the basic expectations for the assignment.  A ( indicates a satisfactory response to the assignment.  A (- indicates failure to fully engage in the assignment.  NC equals no credit.  

· Class Activities
Strong participation in class activities involves completing all assigned readings and thinking about them prior to entering the classroom.  It also requires a willingness to share your ideas.

Individual student papers may be used as examples in general class discussions.  Success in this class requires a willingness to share your work with others and to be open to suggestions for improvement.

LATE PENALTIES

· Late papers will incur a 0.2 grade deduction for each day they are late.  This reduction is taken from the final grade for the sequence in which the paper belongs.  This penalty includes weekends and days when the class does not meet.  Papers can be turned in to my office on days that the class does not meet.  If you must turn in a paper late, please e-mail me to let me know when you will turn in the paper. Penalties begin to accrue immediately at the time the paper is due (if a paper is due at the beginning of class, it is counted as one day late if it is turned in later in the class period).  In the event of an emergency (malfunctioning printers and failure to save your paper due not count), I can modify these penalties.  Please e-mail me immediately if you have an emergency.

· Late journals receive a grade deduction of one mark (from a (+ to a (, from a ( to a (-, or from a (- to NC).  If a journal is used in a class activity, failure to complete the journal on time may also reduce the participation points you earn for that activity.  I will only accept late journals during the assignment sequence for which they are assigned.  Therefore, the last day to turn in a journal and receive any credit is the day that the final paper for the sequence is due.

· Class activities may not be made up.
CONFERENCES and OFFICE HOURS

· You are required to attend two conferences with me during the quarter.  Required conferences will take place during weeks 3 and 10.  

· Feel free to come to my office hours or make an appointment to see me at any time during the quarter.

GENERAL POLICIES

According to university and departmental policy, plagiarism—broadly defined as passing someone else’s work off as your own—constitutes grounds for failure of the assignment in question, possible failure of the course, or even suspension from the university. Save all drafts of papers, homework, and notes: I may ask to see evidence of your writing process at any time. If you are having so much difficulty writing that you are tempted to use someone else’s work, you should come and talk to me—we can work together to overcome any writing difficulty you are experiencing.  
COURSE CALENDAR (Tentative)
	Course Introduction: March 26-30


	

	Sequence 1: March 30-April 16 

	M 4/9: Paper 1.1 Due

Th 4/12 & F 4/13: Conferences (Required)

M 4/16: Paper 1.2 Due                                        (Last day to turn in Sequence 1 journals for credit)



	Sequence 2: April 16-May 4 

	M 4/16:  Evening Film Screening (details TBA)

F 4/27:  Paper 2.1 Due

T 5/1 & W 5/2: Conferences (Optional)

F 5/4: Paper 2.2 Due                                                  (Last day to turn in Sequence 2 journals for credit)



	Sequence 3: May 4-21


	M 5/7: Evening Film Screening (details TBA)

M 5/14: Paper 3.1 Due

M 5/21: Paper 3.2 Due

(Last day to turn in Sequence 3 journals for credit)



	Sequence 4: May 21-June 6


	M 5/28: Memorial Day (No Class)

W 5/30: Paper 4.1 Due
Th 5/31 & F 6/1: Conferences (Required)

F 6/1: Last Day of Class

W 6/6: Paper 4.2 Due   

Revision to Paper 1.2 or 2.2 Due (Optional)                                     (Last day to turn in Sequence 4 journals for credit)




